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FR may kindly be seen. 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
affidavit filed by Dr. Tilak Raj Sareen, New Delhi w. 
submitted vide para 4 of the affidavit that the records of the 
prepared by Messrs Finney and Davies accompanied by twu .u — 

Officers, H.K. Ray and K.P. De after the reported air craft at Taipei ha 
been declassified and requested that G/o India may be urged to make aft. 
reports Commission for closed scrutiny. As such the Commission has desired that 
the authenticated Xerox copy of the report referred at para 4 of the affidavit be 
made available if those are in the possession or under the control of G/o India. 


We may take up the matter with IB to ascertain whether they have such 
reports as per D.F.A. 




Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(D.V) 


Sl.M»-l(ijL J ^Lar. 

FR may kindly be seen. 

JMCI has asked for the extract from the report dated 31.12.1945 
of the CSDIC which was sent by the IB to the Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee. 

In the affidavit dated 27.2.2001 filed by Mrs.Sangita Gairola the 
then JS(IS-I) of this Ministry had submitted that the above said extract 
can be provided to the Commission if needed. 

As the said extract is available with IB, we may take up the 
matter with IB for furnishing the requisite documents to the 
Commission under intimation to this Ministry as per DFA. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(D.V) Desk 


Sl.No.6( R ) - FR-I 
Sl.No.7 ( R ) - FR-II 
SLNo.8 ( R ) - FR-III 
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Ref. FR-I 

In response to our U.O dated 6.1.03 P 9/cor. regarding furnishing of 
copy of CSDIC report dated 31.12.1945 sent to the Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee, IB has intimated that the above said copy has already been sent 
to Sh.P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, JMCI, Kolkata with copy to this Ministry 
also. 


Since the copy of the report of CSDIC has already been made available 
to the Commission.,, It appears that it is not a classified document and may 
be resent to Secretary JMCI as per DFA-/J 

Ref. FR-II 

Cabinet Secretariat has requested to forward the copy of letter 
No. 15/1 l/99-Pers.5 ((New Pers.3) - 242 dated 10.1.03 from Research and 
Analysis Wing for onward transmission to JMCI as per DFA-II. 

Ref FR- III 


For information only. 



-n- 


Ministry of Horae Affairs 
IS(D.V) Desk 


Ref. PUC 



The JMCI had asked for the authenticated copies of the reports 
prepared by H.K. Ray and K.P. De referred in Para IV of the affidavit filed 
by Dr. Tilak Raj Sareen presumed to be available with IB. 

The matter was taken with IB vide this office letter dated 9.12.02(P 

7/cor .j 

IB vide FR has intimated that no report prepared by H.K. Ray and 
K.P. De as mentioned by the deponent T.R. Sareen is available with them. 
Accordingly we may inform JMCI as per DFA. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(V) Desk 


Pl.examine and put up early 

Sd/- 
JS(1S) 
dated 10/2/03 

Urgent 

PI. examine & put up 
Sd/- 
Dir (IS-II) 
dated 1 1/2/03 

Ref. FR 

In the matter of re-examination of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji kept in 
the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo to ascertain whether DNA test be carried out, ME A 
have sought advice of MHA on the issues raised by the chief priest of Renkoji Temple 
Sh.Rev.Mochizuki and Mrs. Krishna Bose, MP. 

Sh.Rev, Mochizuki has expressed some concern with regard to the opening 
and re-opening of the mortal remains of Netaji in view of the religious sensitivities 
under the Buddhist traditions and desired a formal request and a communication from 
the Indian leadership and also some notification by the Govt, of India with regard to 
the DNA testing. 

Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P has also desired that D.N.A testing must be done with 
utmost respect being shown to the remains and it must not be disturbed until prior and 
proper arrangement have been made by selecting Top DNA Experts in the world. 

As thg ^DNA testing has been initiated on the advice of JMCI, we may seek the 
views/comments of the Chairman, Mukherjee Commission before a reply is sent to 
MEA. 


Submitted please. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(V) 


PI. speak to 
DG/BPR&D 
Sd/- 
JS(IS) 

PI. put up 
' Sd/- 
Dir(IS-II) 
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Submitted please. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(V) 


Sl.No,18( R ) - FR-I 
Sl.No.l9( R ) - FR-II 
Sl.No.20 { R ) - FR-III 


Ref.FR-I 


Urgent 
I have spoken to 
DG, BPR&D. He says 
that he has sent the reports. 

PI. put up 
Sd/- 


vSax.,* 7l_ D fLC 


JS(IS) 
dt.26/3 


'?K-a*y cvcJ&d* $*■ 


Ref.FR-II & FR-III 


In the matter of copies of the reports prepared by Sh.H.K,. 
Ray and Sh.K.P. De as mentioned in para 4 of the affidavit of 
Dr.Tilak Raj Sareen the factual position has already been 
communicated to the Commission vide this Ministry’s letter 
dated 4.2.03. We may intimate JMCI as per DFA. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS(V) 


FR may kindly be seen. 

Based on the direction of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry as 
to whether DNA test could be carried out of the alleged mortal remains of 
Netaji lying in the Renkoji temple. Embassy of India intimated that Professor 
Mochizuki Hirai, a DNA expert who is a professor in the Deptt of integrated 
Bio-Sciences, graduate school of Sciences, University of Tokyo has agreed to 
assist and do the requisite examination as required by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission to ascertain whether the mortal remains of Netaji could be tested 
for DNA. On the other hand they also approached priest Reverend Mochizuki, 
the chief priest of Renkoji temple for seeking his assistance in the matter. 

The priest Reverend Mochizuki who was deeply disturbed by the way 
in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him to open the casket 
containing Netaji’ s mortal remains without any proper explanation and 
desired that in view of the religious sensitivities under the Buddhist traditions, 
a formejL request and a communication from the Indian leadership and also 
some notification by the G/o India with regard to DNA testing be issued for 
i re-opening of the casket. 

Mrs. Krishna Bose MP and Chairperson, Standing Committee on 
External Affairs also reminded that the casket containing Netaji mortal 
remains was opened only twice before by Reverend Mochizuki senior, the 
current priest -father once for PM Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950’s and the 
second time for her late husband Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose in 1 965 and desired 
that DNA testing must be done with utmost respect being shown to the 
remains and it must not be disturbed until prior and proper arrangement have 
been made by selecting top DNA expert in the world. 

MEA have sought our advice as well as considered views of the Govt, 
on the parameters for identification of a suitable DNA expert whether there 
should have both a Japanese and Indian experts working on this project and. 
the process of re-opening of the casket is undertaken respectively. 

Subsequently 'the matter was taken up with DG, BPR&D to confirm 
whether the DNA testing of the remains alleged to be Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose is possible in the absence of suitable parameters and whether such 
testing (DNA test) can be considered to be a reliable parameters to ascertain 
that the mortal remains lying in the Renkoji Temple belongs to Netaji. DG, 
BPR&D has intimated that the DNA experts views in the matter have been 
obtained which inter-alia states as: 

i) DNA profiling test can be taken up on bone fragments/parts of 

Skull But it is not possible to do the test on ashes, formed as 
residue due to incineration at high temperature. 

ii) DNA profiling of the bone fragments/skull needs comparison 
with the DNA profiling of control samples of biologically 
connected relatives, if supplied. 

tii) However, chances of success of DNA test can be known only 
after subjecting the mortal remains for DNA isolation and 
genotyping. 

P.XO 
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In the light of the above, it may be mentioned that although DNA 
testing is possible but a final decision for DNA test has to be taken after a 
thorough consideration whether it would be permissible to allow DNA testing 
after the lapse of 58 years. Moreover, slight change in the result may create a 
hue and cry. If the result is in positive then the entire issue will be resolved. 
In case, the result comes in negative as to the DNA result does not tally with 
the biological samples connected with relatives, one can imagine the reaction 
of the nation. 

Keeping in view of the above, it is submitted for orders. 
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M in is try of Home Affairs 
iS(V) 




Ref.FR 


Under submission is a JMCI’s Status Report for the month 
of March, 2003 wherein in Para 7 the Commission has intimated 
that the blood samples of Shri Subrata Bose and Shri Dwaraka 
Nath Bose, who are sons of the elder brothers of Netaji, as also of 
Shri Sadhan Kar, who is a descendent from the maternal lineage of 
Netaji, were collected by the Commission on 4.3.2003 and on that 
very day, an authorised officer of the Commission went to 
Hyderabad and deposited them with the Centre for D.N.A. 
Fingerprinting and Diagonistics, Hyderabad along with seven teeth 
found amongst the belongings allegedly of ‘Gumnami Baba’ of 
Faizabad, for D.N.A. test. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS-V(NCB) 


In this file we are dealing with the matter relating to DNA test of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji lying in the Renkoji temple, Japan. 

As we are aware that Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been 
constituted to enquire into all the facts and circumstances relating to the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent 
developments connected therewith including 

a) whether Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

c) whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji; 

d) whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and 
if so, when and now; 

e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts; 

During the visit of Japan in the month of September, 02 the Hon’ble 
Chairman of the Commission Sh. Mukherjee could not visually examine the 
ashes kept in Renkoji temple as the container thereof could not be open by the 
authorities of Renkoji temple in the absence of a mechanic and asked the 
Ambassador of India in Japan to get the ashes examined by competent authority 
of the Embassy to ascertain whether there is any bone or fragments of bones in 
them justifying examination of the ashes by DNA test. 

The report of Nov. 12/1 8,02 from the Indian Embassy in Japan and the 
photographs received by the Hon’ble Chairman on 28.11.02 show that the casket 
alleged to be containing the mortal remains of Netaji’ s appears to be having bone 
fragments, parts of skull, some teeth and a portion of the jaw. 

Subsequently the Commission requested the Embassy of India in Tokyo 
to get the contents of the casket examined afresh preferably by or in collaboration 
with the competent expert since the required report is likely to be the basis for 
deciding whether or not the G/o India should be approached for bringing those 
ashes to India for subjecting them to DNA test. 

Based on the direction of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry as to 
whether DNA test could be carried out of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji 
lying in the Renkoji temple, Embassy of India intimated that Professor 
Mochizuki Hirai, a DNA expert who is a professor in the Deptt of integrated Bio- 
Sciences, graduate school of Sciences, University of Tokyo has agreed to assist 
and do the requisite examination as required by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission to ascertain whether the mortal remains of Netaji could be tested for 
DNA. On the other hand they also approached priest Reverend Mochizuki, the 
chief priest of Renkoji temple for seeking his assistance in the matter. 


The fTriest Reverend Mochizuki who was deeply disturbed by the 
way in which officials of the Embassy had ordered him to open the 
casket containing Netaji’s mortal remains without any proper 
explanation and desired that in view of the religious sensitivities under 
the Buddhist traditions, a formal request and a communication from 
the Indian leadership and also some notification by the G/o India 
with regard to DNA testing be issued for re-opening of the casket. 

Mrs. Krishna Bose MP and Chairperson, Standing Committee on 
External Affairs also reminded that the casket containing Netaji mortal 
remains was opened only twice before by Reverend Mochizuki senior, 
the current priest-father once for PM Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950’s 
and the second time for her late husband Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose in 1965 
and desired that DNA testing must be done with utmost respect being 
shown to the remains and it must not be disturbed until prior and proper 
arrangement have been made by selecting top DNA expert in the world. 

MEA have sought our advice as well as considered views of the 
Govt, on the parameters for identification of a suitable DNA expert 

whether there should have both a Japanese and Indian experts 
working on this project and the steps to be taken for re-opening of 
casket. 

Subsequently the matter was taken up with DG, BPR&D to 
confirm whether the DNA testing of the remains alleged to be Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose is possible in the absence of suitable parameters 
and whether such testing (DNA test) can be considered to be a reliable 
parameters to ascertain that the mortal remains lying in the Renkoji 
Temple belongs to Netaji. DG, BPR&D has intimated that the DNA 
experts views in the matter have been obtained which inter-alia states 
as: 

i) DNA profiling test can be taken up on bone 
fragments/parts ofSkuII But it is not possible to do the test 
on ashes, formed as residue due to incineration at high 
temperature. 

ii) DNA profiling of the bone fragments/skull needs 
comparison with the DNA profiling of control samples 
of biologically connected relatives, if supplied. 

ii) However, chances of success of DNA test can be known 
only after subjecting the mortal remains for DNA 
isolation and genotyping. 




As the issue relating to DNA test of the alleged mortal remains lying in 
Renkoji temple involves sensitivity, it is felt that a final decision may be taken in 
consultation with the higher levels to decide the following issues. 

a) whether DNA test of the remains lying in Renkoji temple is 
allowed or not. 

b) whether a Japnese experts alongwith the Indian DNA experts 
should be associated with the examination of the ashes and 

c) to decide further course of action so that MEA is informed 
accordingly. 

Submitted please. 
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The present file is regarding the matter relating to DNA test of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji lying in Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, 
Japan. 

Justice Mukherjee Commission was set up^/the Government of 
India in May 1999 to look into the circumstances which led to the 
disappearance of Netaji. The terms of reference are mentioned on 
page 13/ ante. 

The moot issue to be decided now is the DNA test to be conducted 
on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji lying in Renkoji Temple, i 
Japan. In this connection, we have also received a communication 
from Ministry of External Affairs who have enclosed therewith the 
letters of the Ambassador of India in Tokyo and that of Smt 
Krishna Bose, M.P. The Ministry has sought our advice on 
conducting such a test 

In September, 2002, the Commission visited the Temple and on its 
direction, the officials from our Embassy in Tokyo approached 
Rev. Mochizuki, the Chief Minister of the temple, for the 
reexamination of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji to ascertain 
whether DNA test could be carried out. However, Rev, Mochizuki 
requested our Counsellor Shri Ramesh Chander for a formal request ■ 

and a communication front the Indian leadership and_ also some 





notification by the Government of India with regard, to the requested DNA 

testing. 

The reason for this is that in a meeting with Counsellor Ramesh 
Chander, Rev. Mochizuki(on 20.1.03) expressed some concern with 
regard to the opening and reopening of the mortal remains of Netaji 
in view of religious sensitivities under the Buddhist traditions. He 
therefore, requested for greater formality for handling such matters. 

Smt. Krishna Bose, M.P., in her letter enctosed, has also expressed 
such sentiments. She further says, that though she has no objection 
for carrying out such a DNA test if_ DNA material is stiff available, in 

Netaji ’s mortal remains but it must be done with the utmost respect 

being shown to the remains and polite gratitude expressed to the 

Japanese who have cared_ for the remains for fifty eisht years. She has 
cautioned that the mortal remains must not be disturbed until prior 
and proper arrangements, have been made by selecting top DNA 
experts in the world. If the mortal remains are to be brought to 
India, the highest echelons of the Government of India including the 
President and the Prime Minister will have to be involved. 

The matter was taken up with Bureau of Police Research and 
Development(BPR and D) to look into the possibility of conducting 
DNA test in the absence of suitable parameters. 

The views of the Bureau are placed at F/A. They have stated that 
DNA profiling test can be taken up on bone fragments/parts of skull 
but not on the ashes and also needs comparison with the DNA 
profiling of control samples of biologically connected relatives, if 
supplied. 

The matter is extremely sensitive and the sentiments of both of 
Japanese and of Indians are attached with the issue. Therefore, a 
decision on the question of conducting DNA test has to be taken, 
taking into account the views expressed by Smt Krishna Bose and 
the Rev. Mochizuki, the Chief Minister of Renkoji Temple, Tokyo. 
Smt. Bose has advised for involving international experts on DNA 
testing. One Professor Mochizuki Hirai, a DNA expert and who is a 
professor in the Department of Integrated Bio-Sciences, University of 
Tokyo, has agreed to assist and do the requisite examination as 
required by the Justice Mukherjee Commission. Prof. Hirai was 
located by our Ambassador in Tokyo. Rev. Mochizuki has, on the 
other hand, requested for some formal communication and a formal 
notification from the Government of India before casket containing 
the alleged mortal remains are opened. 
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The DNA testing will answer many queries and clear many doubts. 
As per the Status Report for the month of March, 03, submitted by 
the Commission to the Government of India, the blood samples of 
Shri Subrata Bose and Shri Dwaraka Nath Bose, who arc sons of the 
elder brothers of Netaji, as also of Shri Sadhan Kar, who is a 
descendent from the maternal lineage of Netaji, were collected by the 
Commission on 4.3.03 and on that very day, an authorized officer of 
the Commission went to Hyderabad and deposited them with the 
Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagonistics alongwith seven 
teeth found amongst the belongings allegedly of ‘Gumnami Baba’ of 
Faizabad, for DNA test. 

Therefore, the important issues are: whether the DNA testing could ' 
be conducted and where. Smt Bose has opined that DNA testing must 
be done with utmost respect being shown to the remains and it must 
not be disturbed until prior and proper arrangements have been 
made by selecting top DNA expert in the world. Smt Bose, however, 
has no objection is such a test is conducted. Indian experts on DNA 
could be deputed to Japan to assist Prof. Hirai for conducting such a 
test. MEA could locate some more experts, if feasible. 



The approval of Hon’ble Deputy Prime Minister may be solicited on 
the issue whether test could be conducted in Tokyo or the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji could be brought to India for conducting 
such a test. 


Submitted pleased. 



Joint Secretarv(Securitv) 
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Reference note on pre-page. 


A meeting was held in the chamber of SS(JKA) on 20.5.2003 at 
3.30PM to discuss the reference received from MEA about the feasibility of 
conducting DNA test on the mortal remains alleged to be that of Netaji kept in 
Renkoji temple in Tokyo. 

2. Shri L.C. Amarnathan, DG, Bureau of Police Research & 
Development, Dr. M.S. Rao, Chief Forensic Scientist, Shri S.D. Sinha 
Additional DG National Archives of India, Shri S.M. R. Baqar, Dy. Director 
(NAI), Shri A.K. Gupta, Joint Director(lB) and Shri K.S. Gusain , U.S{NGO) 
MEA,attended the meeting, Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary, MEA had 
also discussed the matter with S.S(JKA) earlier on the same day. 

3. Explaining the background of the case, the representative from MEA 
informed that during the visit of the Commission to Japan in the month of 
Septemebr, 2002, the Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission Justice 
Mukherjee, could not visually examine the ashes kept in Renkoji Temple and 
had desired that an initiative may be taken by the ambassador of India in Japan 
to get the ashes examined by a competent authority of the embassy to ascertain 
whether there is any bone or bone fragments in them or not, to justify the 
examination thereof for DNA test. Based on the direction of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), officers of the Indian Embassy 
have identified Prof. Mochizuki Hiri, a DNA expert, a professor in the 
Department of INTEGRATED BIO SCIENCE, Graduate School of Sciences 
University of Tokyo who has agreed to assist and do the requisite examination. 
They had also approached priest reverend Mochizuki, the priest of the Renkoji 
Temple for seeking his assistance in the matter. Reverend Mochizuki desired 
that in view of the religious sensitivity under the Buddhist traditions a formal 
request and a communication from the Indian leadership and also some 
notification by the Government of India with regard to DNA test be issued for 
the opening of the casket. 
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4. The MEA representative also informed that Mrs. Krishna Bose^MP and 
Chairperson, Standing Committee on External Affairs has written to the Indian 
Ambassador in Japan ^the casket containing Netaji mortal remains was opened 
only twice before by Reverend Mochizuki senior, the current priest-father once 
for PM Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950’s and the second time for her late 
husband Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose in 1965. She has desired that DNA testing must 
be done with utmost respect being shown to the remains and it must not be 
disturbed until prior and proper arrangement have been made by selecting top 
DNA expert in the world. MEA have sought for the advice of MHA keeping 
in view the various views expressed. 


* 



5. The representative* of NAI informed that they have no evidence or 
documentary proof which could confirm that the remains lying in Renkoji 
temple belong to Netaji. However, whatever documents were available with 
them, relating to Netaji, have already been furnished to the Commission for 
scrutiny or examination. 

6. It was explained during the meeting that the Indian Emabssy in Japan 
after examination of the mortal remains intimated the Commission vide their 
letter dated 18.11 .02 which interalia, states as:. 

“As per your desire, we went on October 24, 2002 to the 
Rankoji Temple in Tokyo and opended the casket alleged to be 
containing the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The 
time was between 1530 to 1630 hours and the casket was opened in the 
presence of the Chief Priest of Rankoji Temples, Rev. Koshi 
Mochizuki and his wife. 

Photographs were taken during the process and two sets 
containing eight photographs each are enclosed. Their description is as 
follows: 

Plate 1 : In the foreground is the casket wrapped in cloth, with 

the handwritten word “NETAJI SHUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE”. 
Normally the casket is kept inside the shrine which can be seen in the 
background of the photograph. The shrine is enclosed in a glass cage. 
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Plate 2: This reveals the contents of the wooden casket. There 

were pieces of what appeared to be bone fragments, greyish in colour. 
In addition, a bundle of brown papers containing something, can be 
seen. 

Plate 3: Another view of the contents of the casket. Two of the 

flat pieces to be parts of the skull. 

Plate 4: The brown paper bundle contained what appeared to be 

teeth and other bone fragments. 

Plate 5: Another photo showing the contents of the brown paper 

bundle. 

Plate 6: A photo of the contents of the casket without the brown 

paper bundle. The contents from below were picked up and placed on 
top, and the picture shows what appears to be a portion of the jaw, with 
recesses where teeth might have been. 

Plate 7: Other contents of the box - more bone fragments.” 

7. Further, as per the status report sent by the Commission to MHA, the 
Commission has taken the blood samples of Shri Subrata Bose and Shri 
Dwarka Noth Bose, who are sons of Netaji’s brother and Shri Sudhan Kar who 
is a descendant from the maternal lineage of Netaji. The samples were 
collected by the Commission on 4.3.2003 and on that very day, an authorized 
officer of the Commission went to Hyderabad and deposited them with the 
Centre for DNA alongwith seven teeth found amongst the belongings allegedly 
of Gumnami Baba of Faizabad, for DNA test. 

8, D.G. (BPRD) informed that he had already furnished the following 
advice to MHA: 

i) DNA profiling test can be taken up on bone fragments/parts of 
skull but it is not possible to do the test on ashes, formed as 
residue due to incineration at high temperature. 

ii) DNA profiling of the bone fragments/skull needs comparison 
with the DNA profiling of control samples of biologically 
connected relatives, if supplied. 

iii) However, chances of success of DNA test can be known only 
after subjecting the mortal remains for DNA isolation and 
genotyping. 


^ *■> - 1 - 


9. Shri Rao, Chief Forensic Expert, BPRD, further informed that he had 
contacted Dr. V.K.Kashyap, Director, Central Forensic Laboratory, Kolkata 
who informed that from Netaji’s mother’s side, some people like Netaji’s 
mother’s sister’s daughter were available but this was not sufficient. He, 
therefore, advised that it was necessary to see and collect the sample as per the 
norms from the persons as well as from the mortals remains alleged to be that 
of Netaji. He, however, was of the view that in the first place a joint inspection 
by Indian and the Japanese experts of the mortals remains was necessary.. 

10. In the light of the discussion held, it was felt that we may inform MEA 
to depute an Indian DNA expert to Japan for examination of the remains in 
association with the identified Japanese expert to determine whether they can 
be subjected to DNA test as desired by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry. MEA may also observe the necessary formalities for reopening the 
casket in consultation with Chief Priest Reverend Mochizuki. 


Submitted please. 


Directo&<§) 


(M.S. ZUHA 
(DESK OFFICER) 
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The issue on this file is about DNA testing of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose's bone remains. The Japanese Government, the 
Renkoji Temple Authorities, Japan and the family members of late 
Netaji are all cooperative on this issue. I am of the view that 
Government may have no objection to this being done as once and 
for all it will establish the truth in the matter. For long we have a 
subsisting controversy/ enquiry and it is time that it is finally 
tackled. Dy. PM may kindly see before we inform MEA as per para 
10 of page 22/ N. 
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(N. Gopalaswami) 
Home Secretary 
5 June 2003 
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FR is from the Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
on the issue of feasibility of the proposed DNA test on the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, kept in the Renkoji 
Temple in Japan, for establishing real identity of the deceased. The 
papers were received in the Ministry on 17.4.03 but were delivered in 
NCB section only on 27 lta May, 2003, i.e., after more one and half 
month. Obviously, precious time has been lost. The Commission 
should therefore, be advised to address all correspondence to the 
office of JS(S) to save on time. 

2. Alongwith the FR, he (The Secretary of the Commission) has 
enclosed the correspondence on the subject to show the endeavours 
made by the Commission in this regard since the receipt of the 
report of the joint inspection of the contents of the casket containing 
the alleged mortal remains and the photographs of the contents of the 
casket from the Embassy of India in Japan. 

3. After writing to different authorities the world over, the 
Commission feels that there is no tangible result achieved and the 
time was running out. The only positive reply in the matter has 
been received from Mr. Terry Milton but he has imposed pre 
condition of ‘ anthropological’ evaluation of the remains including 
photography and has stated that he would like to receive the 
anthropologist’s report prior to proceeding The commission has 
made specifically two requests: 



(i) all necessary help and assistance from the Government of 
India to the Commission in the matter of the proposed 
DNA test on the alleged mortal remains in the Renkoji 
Temple. 

(ii) Necessary action on the part of the Government of India as 
early as possible to enable the Commission to get necessary 
anthropological evaluation and other necessary tests done 
for taking the next step for DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains. 

4. On the first request first : It may kindly be recalled that a meeting 
was held in the Chamber of Special Secretary(JKA) on 20.5.2003 to 
discuss this issue. It was attended by officials from Bureau of Police 
Research and Development(BPR&D) and Ministry of External 
Affairs as well. It was decided with the approval of Hon’ble Deputy 
Prime Minister to depute an Indian DNA expert to Japan for 
examination of the remains in association with the identified 
Japanese expert to determine whether they can be subjected to DNA 
test as desired by the Commission(page 24/ante). The views of the 





Ministry of Home Affairs thereafter were conveyed to the Ministry of 
External Affairs (page 54/C). 

However, Ministry of External Affairs has now responded that 
the role of their Ministry was that of a facilitator to make 
arrangements for the Commission to conduct enquiries abroad or 
search for documents there. The decision is to whether the alleged 
remains of Netaji was to be subjected to DNA analysis, the manner 
the expert and the entire process involved was a policy decision which 
was not within their purview. Therefore, the experts were to be 
selected by MHA and thereafter, MEA would act as a facilitator. 

5. Now on the second request regarding the anthropological 
evaluation, the commission has been writing to different bodies 
regarding the feasibility of conducting DNA test the world over but 
with no tangible result. In this regard the minutes of the meeting 
referred to in para 4 above may kindly be recalled (pages 19-22/ante). 
The Indian Embassy in Japan has already identified one Professor 
who is also a DNA expert who has fortunately agreed to assist and do 
the requisite examination. 

6. It is therefore, suggested that before we go for the 
‘anthropological evaluation’ as recommended by Mr. Milton of 
Mitotyping Technologies in USA on the suggestions sought by the 
Commission, we must depute the Indian experts on DNA to Japan to 
carry out joint inspection as was decided in the meeting referred to 
above and approved by the Hon’ble Deputy Prime Minister, with the 
aim of finding out the feasiability of conducting such a test. BPR&D 
in the meeting suggested the name of Dr. V.K. Kashyap (Para 5 
above) 

7. The undersigned discussed this issue with Dr. Rao, Chief 
Forensic Expert, BPR&D, on phone about the correspondence made 
by the Commission and the views given by Mr. Milton on 
anthropological evaluation. He was of the view that Indian experts 
were quite capable and referred to the joint inspection again. |v 
Anyhow, he requested for making available to him the copies of the I 
correspondence made by the Commission for their views in the \ 
matter. 

8. May kindly approve the course of action as per para 6 and ‘X’ 
in para 7 above. 



- =n- 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 
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Preceding note at P 25-26/ante may kindly be seen. 


In this file we are dealing with the matter relating to DNA test 
of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji lying in the Renkoji temple, 
Japan. 

In this connection it may be mentioned that the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is very much in touch with the 
various DNA experts in the country and abroad, it will be desirable if 
the MEA is informed vide their letter at (F/B) that in the matter of 
selection of appropriate or suitable DNA experts to be deputed to 
Japan, they may like to consult Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry as the Commission is the only competent authority to take 
decision in this regard. 


Accordingly a draft reply to MEA is placed below. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
IS-V(NCB) 


FR may kindly be seen. 

In this connection our preceding note at P 25-27 will explain the 
factual position. 

So far as the averments of the Commission that Shri Kalra purposed 
a meeting of representative of the Commission with the competent officer of 
this Ministry, MEA and other concerned Ministries/Departments in Delhi to 
find out ways and means for necessary scientific test for ascertaining the 
feasibility of DNA test on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji, it may be 
clarified that no such proposal was made by Shri Kalra. In fact Sh.Kalra 
advised Secretary JMC1 that the Commission itself is competent to take 
independent views in the matter in consultation with the DNA experts in the 
country and abroad with whom they are on constant touch and it would not 
be desirable to involve this Ministry in such a sensitive issue. Sh.Kalra also 
assured that all types of assistance as and when the Commission need and 
may like to discuss this issue with this Ministry informally but in no case this 
Ministry should be involved in any manner and ways or means has to be 
choosen by the Commission itself. 

In view of the above, if approved to, we may inform JMCI as per 


DFA. 



DESK OFFICER 


DIRfSl 



This is with reference to the FR received from Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, wherein it has been 
stated that the Government of India in MHA is not 
responding the request made by JMCI on conducting the 
anthropological evalution and other necessary scientific 
tests on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji kept in the 
Renkoji temple in Japan. 

2. In brief, JMCI desired that an affidavit, duly signed 
by the officer not less than Joint Secretary to Government 
of India, be filed with the Commission in person. 
Therefore, the undersigned and Shri M.S. Zuha, Desk 
Officer went to Kolkata to file such an affidavit. After a 
brief meeting with Justice Mukherjee, there was an 
informal chatting with Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary to the 
Commission. During this informal meeting, Shri Sengupta 
mentioned about the letter written by them to MHA to help 
them in locating an expert for conducting anthropological 
evalution for conducting DNA test. 

3. Shri Sengupta was told informally that Dr. M.S. Rao 
in BPR&D has been requested to help the Commission for 
the purpose and Shri Rao had suggested the name of Prof. 
Kashyap in Kolkata. Shri Sengupta, who was already in 
touch with Dr. Kashyap, was of the view that in the coming 
few days he would like to proceed to Delhi for a meeting to 
be conducted in JS(S)’s chamber, wherein he himself and 
Dr. Rao of BPR&D could be present. The undersigned 
then advised him that the Commission should not involve 
MHA in these kind of things because MHA had no expertise 
in this regard. He was further told that the Commission 
had independent powers to locate an expert for getting the 
test conducted on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji kept 
in Japan and therefore Shri Sengupta could meet Dr. Rao 
in BPR&D itself. 

4. In this connection, a letter has also been written by 
MHA (Flag ‘X’) to Ministry of External Affairs with a copy 
endorsed to JMCI that selection of an expert for DNA is to 
be done by the Commission only. 


-iT- 


5. The issue was also discussed with Shri Sengupta on 
telephone few days ago by the undersigned that 
Commission had independent powers and MHA was not at 
all concerned with the subject matter, hence no meeting was 
to be fixed for such purpose as requested by him. Shri 
Sengupta was also advised to contact BPR&D in case 
desired by him. 

6. Today the undersigned again discussed the matter on 
telephone with Mr. Rao of BPR&D and he was of the view 
that Shri Sengupta could come to Delhi and meet him for 
discussing these issues and also how the Commission could 
be helped in this regard. 

7. Therefore, it may be stated that it was mere exchange 

of views between the undersigned and Shri Sengupta who 
has tried to give a formal touch to this meeting which is not 
correct^ -La-**, 

8. Further, it may be clarified that Shri Sengupta 
wanted to come to Delhi on 16 th July, 2003 to meet 
informally JS(S) and Mr. Rao but the meeting could not be 
organized due to paucity of time and ensuing Parliament 
Session, which started from 21 st July, 2003. It is, therefore, 
not correct on the part of the Commission to say that they 
are not able to proceed ahead for want of reply from 
MHA. 


9. In view of this, the Commission should be advised not 
to involve MHA for the work which is entirely within the 
purview of the Commission. Shri Sengupta, could however, 
be advised to contact Dr. Rao of BPR&D directly, in case 
required by him, for going in for the type of tests suggested 
by the Commission. The above facts may kindly be brought 
to the notice of Home Secretary also. 


10. Submitted please. 




FR dated 23.7.03 is from JMCI wherein it has been expressly 
desired by the Commission a response from MHA, to the 
question of feasibility of the DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji, kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. It has 
been stated that the further course of action of the Commission 
largely depends upon solution to this question. The Commission 
has also invited reference to the visit of the undersigned along 
with Shri Zuha, Desk Officer to Kolkata and the discussion held 
thereafter with Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary to Commission. 
Our attention has also been drawn to their earlier letter dated 
10.4.03, whereby the Commission had requested MHA to extend 
to it all necessary help and assistance in the matter of the 
proposed DNA Test. 

2. The above referred letter dated 10.4.03, though received 
in MHA on 17.4.03 was delivered in DO (NCB), the concerned 
section only on 27.6.03 i.e., after more than two months. Before, 
the contents of this letter dated 10.4.03 are examined as to the 
requirement of JMCI, the entire issue need be summarized. 

3. The Commission desires to go in for DNA testing of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji, kept at Renkoji Temple in 
Japan. With a view to see the feasibility of such a test, the 
Commission entered into correspondence with number of 
institutions on DNA spread across the world (pps 63-85/Cor.). 
After the prolonged correspondence with the above referred 
bodies, a positive reply was received by the Commission from 
Shri Terry Milton, Mitotyping Technologies, USA, who advised 
the Commission to go in for anthropological evaluation of the 
remains, prior to DNA analysis (p.80/Cor.). JMCI has, now 
written to MHA (vide letter dated 10.4.03 referred to in above) 
to take action at the earliest for necessary anthropological 
evaluation and other tests before DNA testing. Letter dated 
23.7.03 (p.87/Cor) is reminder to that only. 

I. 

4. On careful examination of the letter dated 10.4.03, it is 
seen that the Commission has requested MHA for the following:- 


i) to extend all necessary help and assistance in the 
matter of the proposed DNA test on the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji, kept in Renkoji Temple 

ii) to take necessary action, as early as possible to 
enable the Commission to get necessary 
anthropological evaluation and other necessary tests 
done for taking the next stop for DNA Tests 

The above issues are, otherwise inter-related. 

5. In this connection, it is submitted that the Government of 
India in MHA has been extending all possible and necessary 
help, whenever required by the Commission. In this direction, a 
meeting was held in the chamber of the then SS(JKA) on 20.5.03 
about the feasibility of conducting DNA test on the mortal 
remains of Netaji. In this meeting the representatives of ASI, 
BPR&D, MEA were also present. It was also informed by MEA 
that on the directions of JMCI, the officers of Indian Embassy in 
Japan, had identified one DNA expert who agreed to assist and 
do requisite examination on the mortal remains. (We also 
received a correspondence in this regard placed at pages 28-29 
whereby the MEA requested for our advice for the formal 
communication from the Indian leadership and also for the Joint 
examination by the Indian and Japanese DNA experts, of the 
mortal remains). The decision on joint examination, of the 
above meeting, was later, conveyed to MEA on 16.7.03 
(p.54/Cor.) 

6. Since on the directions of the Commission only, the 
Embassy of India in Japan, located a Japanese DNA expert, 
MHA, advised MEA to send an appropriate reply to the 
Commission and Indian Embassy in Tokyo regarding the 
selection of DNA experts. The copy of this letter was also 
endorsed to JMCI. 

7. Regarding the request by the Commission to MHA, for the 
necessary action on its part to enable the Commission to set the 
necessary scientific test done on the mortal remains, it is not 
clear as to what action is required on our part. If it is referring 


to the selection of experts, then it is solely within the purview of 
the Commission. MHA can only provide the logistic support and 
may also, if need be, request MEA to facilitate the visit of Indian 
DNA expert to Japan once the selection is made by the 
Commission. 

8. The discussions at Kolkata to which the Coiuniission is 
referring to in its letter dated 23.7.03 (FR) was only informal and 
simply a suggestion as to that the Secretary, JMCI could visit 
Delhi and meet Dr. Rao of BPR&D, if required, to find out the 
ways and means for conducting such tests and locating Indian 
DNA experts. It was never the intention of our discussion to 
formalize such a meeting in Delhi as conveyed by the Secretary, 
JMCI. If the Commission comes across any problem regarding 
the logistic support, then MHA could certainly help the 
Commission. 

9. Therefore, in nutshell, it can be stated that the selection of 
Indian DNA experts was entirely within the purview of the 
Commission (as conveyed to MEA by endorsing a copy to JMCI 
also at Flag ‘x’) and MHA would extend all necessary help and 
assistance in providing logistic support, if required, in 
facilitating the visit of such an expert to Japan, for the joint 
inspection of the mortal remains, alleged to be that °f Netaji, 
kept at Renkoji Temple, in Tokyo. 

10. The above views, if approved, could be conveyed to JMCI. 

11. Submitted Please. 




The preceding note may kindly be seen. 


: The letter dated 23.7,2003 (P.87/c) of the Justice Mukh er jee Commission of 

Inquiry (JMC recreated an impression that decision on feasibility 0 f holding DNA test 


- s£ 


on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is being delayed by 
MHA. This is not correct. The letters of MEA on this matter (P 27/c and 55/c) have 
already been replied vide our letters dated 16.6.2003 (P 54/c) and 16.7.2003 (P 86/c). 
The factual position, it seems, is that the JMCI has held consultations with various 
institutions/experts but is unable to reach ^definite conclusion as to how it should go 
about the process of holding the proposed DNA test. In any case, it is for the JMCI to 
take a view and proceed further in the matter. 



3 Since the JMCI has indicated (P 87/c) that it is awaiting a reply from MHA, it 
is suggested that we may inform Secretary/JMCI as follows: - 


(i) The JMCI had asked the Indian embassy in Japan to locate experts to 
ascertain the feasibility of DNA test on the mortal remains kept in 
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The MEA had asked for the advispe of MHA 
in the matter, which has been furnished vide our letters (P 54/c and P 
86/c). 

(ii) Decision regarding holding of anthropological evaluation for 
determining the feasibility of DNA test and selection of experts for the 
purpose fail within the preview of the JMCI and appropriate decisions 
have to be taken by it. A formal meeting in MHA with MEA and other 
Ministries/Departments to decide such matters is not considered^ 

necessary. 

y 

(iii) Once the decision is taken by JMCI, MEA may be informed. MEA has 




r 




indicated that it will facilitate the visit of experts to Japan in so far as 




■55 


liaison with the local government, Renkoji Temple authorities etc. 
concerned. 
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FR may kindly be seen 

In the matter of re-examination of the DNA test of the mortal remains of 
Netaji lying in the Renkoji Temple , ME A has pointed out that the subject matter of 
JMCI primarily concerns the MHA and the role of MEA is that of a facilitator to 
make the arrangements for the commission to conduct inquiry abroad or to search 
documents abroad. 

Accordingly MEA has sought the Ministry’s clear decision and instruction on 
the following points: 

a whether the alleged remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose kept at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo is to be subjected to 
DNA analysis, if so; 

b the manner in which it is to be done and; 

c other issues which involve policy decisions. 


So far as points (a)&(b) are concerned the final decision has to be taken by the 
JMCI, as the subject matter does not come under the purview of this Ministry. So far 
as point (c) is concerned , it may be clarified that so long the commission is alive it is 
not expected that any political decision would be taken in such a sensitive issue as to 
whether DNA test is to be done er-notdi^the manner by which it is done. The JMCI 
being the constitujdry body and is competent to take final decision in the matter. 

Since JMCI has already been advised on the above points with copy to MEA 
vide PI 03/c j We may await the response of the JMCI before a reply is sent to MEA. 

Submitted please. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 






FR may kindly be seen. 

The MEA has intimated that a letter from JMCI dated 
5/9/03 drawing attention to a newsletter published on 28/10/95 in 
the ‘Statesman’ indicating that the Government had decided to 
conduct DNA tests on the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan has sought to know the subsequent 
developments that transpired after the Govt’s reported 1995 
decision to opt for DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji. 

The MEA has further intimated that no information is 
available with them on this issue and desired that an appropriate 
response be sent to the JMCI by this Ministry. 

Perusal of the JMCI letter dated 5/9/03 (P 115/cor. ) and 
news in the Statesman reveals that as early as in 1995 the Govt, of 
India M/o External Affairs was supposed to form a Committee 
consisting of DNA experts from the USA and the U.K and 
members from CBI and DNA Testing Laboratory for ascertaining 
DNA Test of the alleged ashes. Hence the MEA’s claim that they 
have no information about the above Committee referred by the 
media is a matter of non availability of records. 


1 

355 
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However, we have made various efforts to locate whether 
anything is available with us. Aftjr going through various old 
records, we have come across of/some correspondence relating to 
DNA Test appears to have been undergone between PMO and this 
Ministry during 1996 from our classified file No.I/I2014/27/93- 
IS(D.III) on which we had sought privilege under evidence Act 
vide this Ministry’s affidavit dated 27/4/2001. 


/ 




( 





As per the existing practice, ail classified documents/files 
are kept in ‘T Branch’, we may request incharge ‘T Branch’ to 
place the above referred file or indicate its whereabouts. 
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Note on pre-page may kindly be seen 


In the matter of DNA testing the Commission addressed a letter 
dated 5/9/03 to MEA referring the news item captioned “Government to 
authenticate on Netaji’s ashes by DNA test” published in the Delhi 
edition of ‘The Statesman’ dated 28/10/95 (P 1 15-11 7/C) and requested 
to know the outcome of the reported decision of the Government of 
India to opt for DNA test of the alleged ashes of Netaji by forming a 
Committee consisting of DNA experts viz Dr. Michalle Holland of the 
USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan of the UK , CBI officials and CDFD 
Hyderabad etc. The Commission also requested the MEA to make 
available the services of the CDFD Hyderabad and a competent member 
of the CBI & DNA experts refer to above so that the Commission may 
get the DNA test completed with their help and assistance. 

■ The MEA instead of sending reply to the Commission reverted 
back to this Ministry indicating that no information is available with 
them in the matter and desired that an appropriate response be sent to 
the JMCI by this Ministry. 

i * In this regard we have made various efforts to ascertain whether 
any such Committee consisting of the members & experts referred to 
above was ever constituted for DNA tests but the undersigned could not 
find any of such records on this issue. However we have come across 
that some correspondence relating to DNA test have been done between 
PMO & this Ministry during 1996 from our classified File 
No.I/1201 4/27/93- IS(D.III) on which we have sought privilege under 
Evidence Act vide this Ministry’s affidavit dated 27/4/01. 

^ * Now we have received File No. 1/1201 4/27/93-IS-D.III from JMCI 
on 22.12.03. Perusal of this file reveals that a proposal received from 
Shri Ashish Ray a relative of Netaji and Smt. Chitra Ghosh, niece of 
Netaji for subjecting the ashes of Netaji lying in Renkoji Temple to Mito 
Chondrical DNA analysis in order to resolve the controversy relating to 
these ashes. While examining these request, a letter written to PM by 
Shri Joyanta Roy, MP, Lok Sabha was also taken into account in the 
matter and a view was taken with the approval of the Home Minister 
that ashes of Netaji lying in Renkoji Temple should not be subjected to 
any DNA Test as it is likely to generate unnecessary controversy. As 
such we may inform the MEA that as per our record, it appears that no 
Committee was set up by the Govt, to undertake the process of D.N.A 
testing of the ashes by this Secretariat as indicated in the caption (press 
clipping ) of the Statesman. 

* • In view of the above it may be mentioned that no Committee 
consisting of DNA experts CBI and CDFD officials were ever constituted 




by this Ministry as reported in the said news item. As such this Ministry 
is in no position to confirm JMCI about the decision of the Govt, 
regarding DNA test and making available the services of the DNA 
experts viz Dr. Michalle Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan of 
the UK. In this circumstances we have no alternative but to request the 
MEA to apprise the Commission about the non existence of the 
Committee as reported in the said news item. 

6 , FR -II under submission is an advisory letter from Shri 
Yashwant Sinha, Minister of External Affairs addressed to Dy.P.M 
regarding DNA tests of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji lying in the 
Renkoji Temple, Japan. 

^ * The Hon’ble Foreign Minister is of the view that carrying out 
DNA tests of the alleged ashes being a politically sensitive and volatile 
issue attracting considerable media attention it would be important for 
the Govt, to firm up its own thinking on the following issues 
surrounding this matter when JMCI approaches the Govt, in this 
regard. 

(a) whether DNA testing of the remains should be conducted, 
if so 

(b) whether it should be done by India and/or Japanese 
experts or by a panel of international experts who fulfil 
the requirements of being the top DNA experts in the 
world (as desired by Snit. Krishna Bose, MP). 

( c) whether the tests should be conducted in Japan or India 
or elsewhere. 

(d) whether the Netaji’s family member should be associated 
during the opening of casket and or DNA testing 

(e) It has to be ensured that no religious or emotional 
sentiments are upset in the process of taking out of the 
ashes for DNA test. Thus appropriate Buddist religious 
relics and Hindu tradition in this regard would need to be 
understood before the ashes are taken out for DNA 
testing. 

£ ■ With regard to (a)(b) &(c) it may be mentioned that specifically 
under the term of reference of the Commission JMCI is competent to 
take decision whether DNA test should be carried out or not. If yes, the 
commission has to take final decision as to whether DNA test should be 
done in Japan or in India. Further, appointment of experts for the 
purpose of DNA testing has be to done by the JMCI irrespective of the 
facts whether the experts belongs to a panel of international experts or 
elsewhere. 


if if - 




. In regard to (d) and (e), this issue would be settled in consultation 
with the Commission as soon as the decision in regard to location as well 
as selection of suitable DNA expert are taken by the Commission. MHA 
would extend all necessary help and assistance in providing logistic 
support if required in facilitating the visit of such an expert to Japan for 
the inspection of the mortal remains. 

u . In view of the above, if approved to we may advise the 
Commission to firm up its own decision on the above issues as per DFA. 
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Discussed with JS(S). 

2. This is with reference to the d.o letter which has been 
received from Director (CNV), MEA regarding the issue of 
DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhash 
Chander Bose kept in the Renkoji in Japan. The letter 
received from Justice Mukherjee Commission, drawing 
attention to a news item published on 28.10.95 in the 
“Statesman” also be enclosedU^The news item so published 
indicated that the Government had decided to conduct DNA 
test on the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in the above 
mentioned temple. The Commission has drawn attention to 
reference contained in the news item about the “composition 
of the Committee consisting of DNA experts, CB1 officials 
etc.” and about the opinion of two DNA experts namely Dr. 
Michalle Holland from the USA, Dr. Kevin Salevan from the 
UK. The Commission has therefore, sought to know the 
subsequent developments that transpired after the 
Government’s reported 1995 decision to opt for DNA deciding 
of the alleged ashes of Netaji. 

3. MEA has informed as per the above d.o that they do 
not appear to have information on this i.e. about the 
constitution of the Committee and have desired MHA to send 
an appropriate reply to JMC1. 

4. As per the news item, the Union Government had 
decided to go for DNA testing of Netaji ashes kept in Toyko 
before taking decision to bring it back to India with full 
honours during the Netaji’s centenary celebrations being 
organized next year i.e. 1996. It is mentioned further that 
according to sources in MEA to ascertain whether the ashes 
kept in Toyko were those of Netaji, the committee would be 
formed comprising members from CBI, DNA deciding 
Laboratories of Hyderabad, the Government of Japan and 
DNA Experts from the USA and UK. Members of Netaji’s 
family would also be included in the Committee to avoid any 
further controversy on the subject. The renowned DNA 
experts, Dr. Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan of UK 
had already been consulted and both of them had said that it 




would be possible to verify the authenticity of the ashes from 
the tooth. 

5. In this regard, the undersigned has made vigorous 
efforts to confirm about the above Committee as per the news 
item but could not find any such record available with us. 
However, there is indeed some ^correspondence carried out 
concerning DNA test between the Prime Minister’s Office and 
MHA during the 1995-96 in our classified file 
No.I/12014/27/93-IS-D-lII, on which we had sought privilege 
under the Evidence Act vide this Ministry’s affidavit dated 
27.4.2001. This file which was submitted to JMCI, was asked 
for and scrutinized. As per the contents, one Prof. Chitra 
Ghosh of International Federation of University, had 
addressed a communication to the Hon’ble PM regarding test 
of urn and its contents as part of ashes of Netaji. This 
reference was received from PMO. 

6. Another reference was received from Shri I.K. Gujral, 
the then Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) in November, 
1995 enclosing therewith a copy of a letter from Dr. K. 
Sullivan addressed to Mr. Ashish Ray of Cable News 
International Corporation, New Delhi, indicating that the 
contents of the letter might be helpful to sort out the 
controversy surrounding Netaji’s death. Dr. Sullivan was 
from the Forensic Science Service, Birmingham, U.K. This 
reference was also received from PMO. 

7. The thrust of both the letters appeared to be on the 
analysis of the basis of which the controversy relating to the 
ashes at Renkoji Temple could be sorted out. In the 
meantime, a communication from Shri N.K. Sinha, Joint 
Secretary to the Prime Minister, seeking comments of the 
MHA on the proposal for subjecting the remains of the urn to 
mitochondrial DNA analysis, was also received. A copy of 
the letter written to PM by Shri Joyanta Roy, Member of 
Parliament (Lok Sabha) was also received. 

8. The issue was examined at length and it was felt that 
the matter was highly emotional one. In these 
circumstances, it might not be appropriate at that juncture to 


-m - 


undertake DNA analysis that might give rise to another 
controversy. It was proposed placing the proposal before the 
National Committee which was set up for the observations of 
Netaji’s Centenary Celebrations for taking a view in the 
matter. 


9. The then Hon’ble HM took the view that he did not 
think it proper to refer the issue to the National Committee. 
It was equally important that subjecting the mortal remains to 
DNA test would become a matter of great controversy which 
could be avoided. 

10. Therefore, as mentioned in the news item, no 
committee was constituted to take a view on DNA test though 
the views of the DNA Expert, Dr. K. Sullivan were forwarded 
to MHA. 

11. Since the Commission has addressed to the MEA 
regarding the matter of constitution of a Committee, as per 
the news item published in the “Statesman” , it will be 
appropriate if the reply to JMCI is given by them only. If 
approved, we can convey our position to MEA. 

12. Submitted please. 



ItiJ&tf&A) e ^ 
Director (Security) ' 
6.1.04 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II Desk 


FR may kindly be seen. 

The petitioner Sh.Shakti Singh, President, Subhas Chandra 
Bose, Rashtriya Vichar Manch, Faizabad, has raised following 2 
issues for consideration of the Govt. 


i) DNA test of the teeth of Gumnami Baba of Faizabad has 


given different result and desired that it would be 
appropriate if the DNA test of the teeth is done by the 
selecting top DNA experts in the world. 


ii) As the Commission has sought extension from time to time 


and consumed more than 4 years, even though it is not 
definite as to by what time they would submit their report. 
Hence the Commission may be advised to submit the report 
by the end of 2004 positively. 

As JMCI being the competent authority to take views on the 
above two issues, if agreed to we may forward the copy of FR to 
them as per DFA. 




DESK OFFICER 



Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB-II Section 


Preceding note may kindly be seen 

FR under submission is a reminder from Sh. Shakti Singh, 
President, Subhash Chandra Bose, Rashtriya Vichar Manch,Faizabad 
and desired to know the response of this Ministry'. 

As the earlier communication received from this Manch was 
referred to JMCI for appropriate action, if agreed to we may send the 
copy of FR to them with request that a suitable reply is sent to the 
petitioner as they deem fit. 


A DFA is placed below. 



Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


Ref. FR 

Shri Tarakeswar Pal, Sr. Govt. Consel appointed to represent in 
JMCI on behalf of Govt, of India has intimated vide his letter 
dt.26.12.04 which was received in this Ministry on 11/1/05 that 
Dr.Kashyap, Director, Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkatta 
and Shri Amar Singh, Govt. Examiner of Questioned Documents, 
BPR&D, Simla may be advised to attend the JMCl’s proceedings 
proposed to be held on 7.11.05. 

Since the date of proceedings has been expired, no further action 
seem to be taken at this stage. However, if agreed to we may issue an 
advisory letter to BPR&D as per DFA. 
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DESK OFFICER 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 
NCB-II Desk 




FR may kindly be seen. 

Ministry of External Affairs addressed a d.o to JMCI and copy 
endorsed to us regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan and has intimated that 
JMCI has already been informed that Reverend Mochizuki, the Head Priest 
of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo had conveyed to our Ambassador in Tokyo 
that even though he had reservations from the spiritual angle, he had no 
objection to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal remains in his 
custody. 


The Mission made a formal proposal to Reverend Mochizuki to 
allow a competent person from the Centre for Cellular & Molecular 
Biology, Hyderabad to be deputed by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry to select the pieces from the mortal remains. 



At present no action is called for on our part. Submitted for 
information please. 
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A t F I J A _■/ I T 

I, Pr- T ilak Ttej Sareen son of Late nam Nath j^reen, residing 
at 13-4C&, Kavfiri apartments, Alakn^nda, New delhi-liO 019, do 
hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under; - 

1- I wish to bring to the notice of Justice ^ukhejrjee bniuiry 
Commission in Calcutta the following crucial Joints 
mentioned in a book entitled, ' 0J5 : The Secret History of 
America's first Cenral Intelligence n jency 1 written by it. Harris 

t 

! Smith and published by the University of California it ess , 
deckel ey, L 0 s Angeles in 1972. 
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" J. o supplement the .oolitic®! intelligence he received from 


Ho, ho be its recruited => Vietnamese, Le Allan as his Personal 
Agent- Xuan's first bit of interesting information was that 
ohandra (sic) uose, an In4i«n Nat ional ist leader, whose 
hatred of the British had led him to espouse the cause of the 
Axis £ and fight aiong-si.de the Japanese) was hiding in 

Hanoi. Not until later did Kobe its learnt that this rumour 



J 




..as false and that o 0 se had died in a Japanese Hospital 
alter nis plane crashed en route from Hanoi to Tokyo- out 
at first hoberts failed to pass it along to the Local 
dr it ish Intelligence officers, ..ho were eager to capture 

the Indian renegade*! he OSa j.an's reasoning was simple* 
r ‘ s knew that ihe oetrayal 0 f any r^sian nationalist, even 
one with pro- Japanese sentiments, would have angered 

Ho Jh i M in h and Hoberts was resolved to maintain the 

best Possible relations with HO 1 ( ^a ;e 351 J 

2* 1 presume that there was no question of bosa 'hiding' 

on or before 17 August 1945, when his movements were 
kno >.n to the Japanese as ..ell as his Indian Colleagues, 

as has been mentioned by 5 J- . £iyer in his book, 1 Unto Him 
a Jitneys' Therefore, one may presume that if the news 
of his " Hiding " in Ha-noi Was correct, it must have 

bean aft IB August 1945 .-.hen he was reported to have died 
at Taipei in an a ire rash* *-at er, when he heard the 
nc.;s that oo^e had dies on 13th august 1945, Huberts 
concluded that this rumour was false. H avSV er, when he 

received the information he took it sufficiently seriously 
to ponder -whether he should pass on the information to the 
Ur it ish Intelligence officers or not, but decided against 

x 

it for his own reasons - The Commission may ask the U.S . 


government to give access to the UaS documents on this 




issue and -li 3 especially the report prepared by an 
'Vflaerican intelligence officer, uider 'dene re 1 Jouglus 
Macarthur, on the death of Netaji. 

3 * Calcutta's leading English newspaper, * The holograph' 

f 

published a report from its correspondent in Saigon, 

Trupha Jagonnal han , on September 1994, in which 
she mentioned that 1 there is accessible materi.&I heio 

on Net a j i* s stay at Saigon in 1945, when i Ur:g& 

jt'drts of j-ndo - J’nina ./as under Japanese domination* 
However, the xndian uovaxnmant is reluctant to pursue 

this lead, which is likely to help unearth some extremely 
interesting mate rial on Netuj i» s Jiadp. ear-unco 1 • She 

added: 11 The Sova mment of the Socialist Hepublic of 
Vietnam has access to certain pictorial and documentary 
notorial of Netaji's last flight during which ’ n3 
mode a sojourn in Saigon city on his way to Taipei 
(rorrnosa } and 1 okyo before his final disappearance 1 * 

1 foal that the dommission should r e juest the dovsrnment o 
iatnam to place all the material pertaining to Notajj 

at the Commission's disposal* 

4 - Nsarly "fifty five years after the reported aircrssh 

the records o£ the indulgence Bureau of the 

n • * * d 
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Government of India, have not been declass if ied* For 


-4 


instance, the reports prepared by Messrs Finney -and OavieS, 
who were sent to the Far c.ast to trace Netaji after the 
News of the a ire rash was known, are not yet available for 
adainist examination* They were accompanied by two 




V . 




Indian F 0 lice Officers, H.K.Ray and K.P.Dej who might 




IT 


have submitted -their own reports to the Intelligence 

' 


Bureau* The Government of India should be urged to 
make all these reports available for close scrutiny* 
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AFFIDAVIT 
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Before the Notary public at New Delhi. 

I, Tilak Raj Sareen S/o Sh. Ram Nath Sareen 
Ag r d about 65 yaars Residing at B-402, Kaveri Apartments, 
Alaknanda, New Delhi by occupation Retired Director do 
hereby solemnly affirm and say as follows j- 

1. I am the Petitioner cf this written statement. 

2. Verified that the ' statement made in paragraph affidavit 
of the above petition are true to my knew ledge and those 

in paragraphs are from information 

received and believe to be true by me. 

3. I swear end affirm this affidavit 

Ji 

Sworn before me by the depore nt who is identified by _____ 
The affidavit has been read out in full to the deponent 
who has signed it after admitting it to be correct, on 
this the 3id day of March 2000. 




Explained 

& Identified by me. 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


Subject: Records/documents sought by Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry. 


Enclosed please find herewith a copy of the affidavit filed by Dr. 
Tilak Raj Sareen dated 3/3/2000 and to request you to confirm whether the 
copies of reports as indicated in para 4 of the affidavit is available . If so, it 
may also be confirmed whether the same has been declassified and can be 
submitted to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for their 
scrutiny. 





MHA U. O.No. 1/12014/1 3/2000-IS(D.V) dated^ .12.2002 



By Regd .Post with A/D 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 

For Inquiry [ntc th£: Alleged Disappearance of C hatman -2 

/ . tv j^fLH L)t; — Netaji Sibhas Chandra Bose. Secretary ~ 2 

ll^SJl^TrCr . ‘ B ‘ Bi0ck - l ThW Flo0r > - 252-2785 

1 l/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 office - 252 - 2766/68 


fax : 0091 - 033 * 252-2765 



c-mail : imdnscb7£caL 3. vsnl.net. in 


No. JMC [/Records ND/99-2000/37 ( III)/471. Kolkata, dated,18th Dec. • 02. 


Sferi M. Roy. IAS (Retd.). 
Officer on Special Duty 


: The Director (ISyJ 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 
Government of India. 
North Block. 

New Delhi-110001. 


To 





jy' 


& 




I am directed to refer to, the affidavit dated 
27.2.2001 of Mrs. Sangita Gairola. the then Joint Secretary 
of M.H.A., wherefrom it appears that the M.H.A. can 

provide this Commission with an extract from the report 

*■ 

dated 31.12.1945 of the C s D I C which was sent by 
the Inte llig ence Bureau to the Sh ah Nawaz Khan Committee. 

I am. therefore, directed to request you to kindly send 1 
to the Commission immediately the said extract from the 
C S D I C report dated 31.12.45. 


\“>- 





* 0 V 


£)| 



Yours faithfully. 

fys — — \[ 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on special Duty 
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By Registered Post with A/D . 

se -4 BKmx 

ON INDIA GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


o . JMCI/Records ND/99-2000/3 7{ III) /471, 


Dated 18.12.2002. 
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Justloe Multhorjee 
Inanity for Inquiry into U» 
alleys 4 disappearance of 
l Netaji Suhhas Chandra ttos® 

It A, Mira* Oatih Street, 3rd Floor 
Block 'S’, Csbutta— 700f*7 


To 

The Director ( is) # 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government oi India# ^ 
North Block# 

New Delhi-110001. 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 



Enclosed please find herewith a copy of letter No .JMCI/Records 
ND/99-2000/37(III)/471 dated 18.12.02. It is requested that the extract 
from the CSDIC report dated 31/12/1945 which was sent by the IB to the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee may kindly be made available to the 
Commission under intimation to this Ministry. 



DIRECTOR(IS-II) 

DIB (Attn.Shri Sanjay Sinha, Joint Director) 

MHA U.O No.I/12014/13/200(MS(D/V) 



dated & 1.03 


5 1 md. srtg; 




Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Phone: 



Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, KoIkata-700087 


Chairman — 252-2635 

Secretary — 252-2767 
Officer on 


Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office ~ 252 - 2766/68 


^ Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(III)/ 458 (71) 
From : 


December 1 1 , 2002 

Under Certificate of Posting 


Officer on Special Duty 


To 


Jt. Secretary (Internal Security-I) 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 

North Block 
New Delhi-110001 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the next sitting of the Commission will be held on 
27, 12.2002 starting at 1 1.00 O’clock in the forenoon at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati 
^ Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007, when the Commission, besides transacting other 
business, is likely to examine the following witnesses on 27. 12,2002 : - 


Witnesses: 1. Shri Monoranjan Ghosh, 


2. Shri Kanailal Basu, 

3. Shri Sukhendu Kumar Baur, 
4 Shri Bijoy Ketan Mukherjee. 
5. Smt. Rama Banerjee. 





Yours faithfully. 



(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


December 1 1 , 2002 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(III)/458 (71)/1(2) 




Copy forwarded to : 

1 . Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 
33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 

2. Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal; 
F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 




£\ Mo. GCI2.; 


t * 


r\ 


Secret 


Intelligence Bureau 
(Ministry of Home affairs) 







IP 



MHA may kindly refer to their UO No.I/12014/ 13/2000- 
IS(D.V) dated 6.1.03 seeking an extract of the CSDIC report dated 
31.12.1945, which was sent by Intelligence Bureau to the Shah Nawaz 
Khan Committee. 

2. IB had already sent a copy of CSDIC report dated 31.12.1945 
to Smt Sangita Gairala, Joint Secretary (1 5-1), MHA vide IB DO 
No.IV/8(66)/2001-918 dated 20.06.2001. The copy of the same was 
also sent to Shri PK Sen Gupta, Secretary, JMCI, Kolkata and Shri 
Mukesh Mittal, Deputy Secre tary (1 5- 11^ MHA vide IB DO 
NO.IV/8(66)/2001-2184-85 dated 12. 12.2001: Another copy of the 
_ CSDIC report dated 31.12.1945 is enclosed for further necessary 
action at your end. > ' 



/ 


(MRKS ftao) 
Assistant Director 




MHA : (Shri UK Kalra, Director. IS-H) 

DIB UO No,IV/8(22)/2002- {o £ Dated: 8 5 2003 

Enel:- As above. 
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Extract from the HO. #P I.©. IndiaJ Rej!£br.£». Delhi 
ila*2 fWtdsB lUwrt aotlljO* dated the 31.12.195. 
Capt. Habib ■Tir-lltftetn Dun* 




12. m gaMBtt gjg itfiaai* 

H August A Mseengar Dm EACHXIA (sinister vo tha 
45. PC of Asad Sind) handed Boss a note that the 
Japanese Oort bad decided to surrender and 
asked Boat whether tes had earthing to 
coMunloate to thee on behalf of the PC of 
Asad Hind* In the afternoon Bose called a 
■ting at which the following were present I* 

B 1269 
8*A*Xjer* 

Alagappsn* 

Xagar 
SXilani. 

A.M.Uxkar* 




Bose read the aeesage of HACKUA and then 
invited suggestions as to their further line 
of action. At the nesting It was decided 
I. B .a* 


that the 


would alee 


and that 


every one was to stay where he was. Including 
to surrender nt Sini 


Bose who decided to surrender at sinpp 
Orders were then Issued hr Best to dis- 
tribute 3 Booths pay to all ranks, and to *n 
that each I.H.A. Gawp was provided with 2/3 
Boothe rations* 


r.r.o.4 


. 




/ 
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19. DEPARTURE It BANGKOK 

15 Aug#15 A£ about Liiidnlght, B 1269 -*as suxa aned by Bose, 
and on ..is arrival at Bose 1 ® Bungalow be 
found £ .A. Iyer and Capt* S*H.Gupta 5/11 Sikh 
already there# B 1269 was ordered to wake 
o/er char jo of the X#N*A# HQ to M*Z. Kiani and 
to ;et ready for a journey to Bangkok on the 
fo lo.:in: coming* The plan then was for 
Bose a: a 3 1269 to return to Singapore within 
2/3 days t and therefore only bare necessities 
-ere carried on this journey* B 126? recoiled 
further orders from Bose to destroy all Army 
records* The^e orders were conveyed to M*Z#Kiani 1 ) 

for execution# B 1269 learnt fron Iyer 

that the object of Bose f s vi^it to Bangkok 
»a R to contact HACHXYA and i-t* Col. ISO DA In 
connection nith the surrender plans. B 1269 
disclaims all knownledge of any secr t oruere 
issued by Boss to any I*N#A. or p* r. annel# 


16 A -ig#45 B 1269 arrived at Bose f s bungalow- at 0900 hrs 
where he saw the foliowing;- 

M -^.n-.Iyer 
i,2) M.Z.Kiani* 

,3) Alajappan. 

4) Tt Capt. rt Ghanuher Singh 
,5) Lt.Col, Halhotra* 

,6) A young Japanese officer of Hikari Kikan 
(7) Capt fritaa Singh K*i purtnala I f* 

3 1269 believes that Ur* Lakr^hmaya [Chairman 
•of I * I • L. S in gapore ) and A • A . - ir ka r we re 
also present there but he is not definite 
about thio# B 1269 to .ether -ith Bose and the 
a/ra jeriai;j 1 to 7 went to the Civil Aerodrome 
where Bose* B 1269* S.A# Iyer and Capt fritara Singh 
bojrdod a Japanese t^in engine bomber especially 
ch-rtered for Bose and party# B1269 carried 
a travelling bag and a suit ca*>e containing 
a consolidated statement of X*K#A* strength 
in JAalaya# He states that he does not 
eaamber ae tails of lu gage carried by Bose 
and the o there. The wlane which left uin apore 
at 0930 hrs halted for a-n hour at Tailing* 
rind r ached Bangkok at about 1>00 hru that 
evening* They were not mot by r.nybodyat 
Bangkok Aerodrome, due to telephone lines being 
ii located as a result of air raida# At 
Bangkok ^rodrocio Bose waited for an hour, 
after which B 1269* Bo^e and lysr left by car. 

On thw ..ay they met Shonslc who took theA& in 
..is car to a bungalow where It# Col locDA and 
HAl ITA were living. There they met Lt* Gen# 

X^CDA, HACHITA and Col* KAGAk'A. They held 
a conference at wi^ich HACiiXTA spoke In English* 

Trey dl^.ussed the I«M« and Japanese 
surrender* HAC;.IYa and I^ODA infomed Bose 
that no orders had been received froa the 
Japanese Govt# regarding the I.N#A* surrender; 
and therefore they were "not in a position to 
advice on the proposal of a separata surrender 
by the I*K.A. They suggested that Bose go to 


u 


• T#0 . •*« 


A>HkW 
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t 
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A>HkW 

1? Aug 45 iso 3 e and party then motored to a vacant house 
originally occupied by Lt Col Cbatterjee* it 
about 1500 hrs HaCHIXA and 1 30 DA together with 
the Staff Colonel informed Bose In the 
p resale e oflHB and B1268* that Marshal 
TERAW2HI had received no orders fran Tokyo in 
c<*n oc ti on with the surrender of thalj),i. f 
and therefore he was not in a position to 
give any advloe on the matter. Bose thai 
adted the Japanese whether transport was 
available to take him and his staff to Tokyo 
in order to settle the matter thereof a 
separate surrffider. After tols Bone conferred 
with the following of his staff i - 


(1) B1369 

(8) Capt Gulsara Sln-^i 

tsj 6.4. Iyer 
(4) Capt Prltap Sir. h 
(0) Civ (Col) Hasscn 
(6) Deb Hath Das 


All agreed that flying to Tokyo was quite 
possible as the region between Saigon and 
Tokyo was still inder Japanese control. It was 
further decided that the following 


(7) & A* Iyer 

is) Biass 

(e) Capt GUlxara Singh 
( 10 ) Civ (Col) Hass an 


should accompany Bose to Tokyo if transport 
for thee was available. The Japanese Staff 
Officer arrived soon afterwards, and in for® ed 
thee that a pi one bound for Tokyo was about 
to take off f i -'tn Saigon airfiaLf, but that 
only two persons could be ascoomo dated In it. 

Bose insisted that he should get 5 seats* 
and the Staff Officer gave an assurance that 
the regaining three seats would be made 
available me following day. Bose then held 
another discussion with his would-be companions* 
and lt was decided that he himself should go 
to Tokyo while the rest would follow the next 
day. Bose then looked at all those preset 
and selected B1*9 to accompany him. Bose's 
luggage was packed by Civ (Col) Hassan add it 
consisted of* 


(a) a suit case 38* by 15" by 9" approx 

(b) 2 snail attache cases 15* by 8* by 6" 
approx 

31259 states that he has no knowledge as to the cult ants 
of these cases* as he never handled them. 


Note*- B1269 h. is been questioned about the large 
quantity of gold Bose is alleged to have 
Carried away with him fran Burma* but 
B1259 disclaims all knowledge of it. 

Civ Dina Hath (Chairmen of Azad Hind Bank) 
has stated that of theft. 15 crores 
PG of India' s total assets held in the 
Axad Bind BaPk* crores vjore in 
property, 7fc crores in Japanese paper 
currency, ahd 145 pounds weight of gold. 
Sie gold was taken by Bose to 3an&ok 
on 24 Apr- 45 when the I.N.A. Hsj evacuated 
Burma. 



17 Aug 40 


07 1630 hrs teat swing, Bos* and MM 
•etc rad tea pieie which was *• twin *lgine 
boater of tea type used cc their flight free 
Singapore to Saigon* 

B19Q9 does not know to • Japanese ba»b*r 
formation to which tel* aircraft bdLcnged* 
nor has h« tur Idea about 1 1* registration 
number, Baal da* Bos* Old B13S9 tear* van 
other passengers ifcos* reap eo tic# poslticn* 
in to* bouber are given below t» 


(8) tea wireless operator was seated in 
the nose* 

(4) In the pilots seat was a Japcnes* 
sab offr# 

A Japanese aixwnai sat an too light 


of 


s: 


pU»t 


y I* 


snsse Air Jbrce Officer sat behind 


A 

to* 

A J»an«* 0«n nested ffiSMX sat 
to* xitet of KM 
behind _ 


( 0 ) 

(«) 

(T) 


(8) Bos* ant 

(9) Blast sat behind Bos* 

(10) A Japanese Cal on el of tea Air Boro* 
sat in te* turret, 

(11) It Col BMMMX satin te* torrst with 

(1ft A°}npsn*ss Kajor sat In tee toil with 
another Japan*** Offr* -end 

(18) 

Serial* V? were already seated in the bomber 
when Bose ottered tee plane* As socn r.s Bose 
entered, Sen fiHEDU exchanged greetings with 
Bose* there was no formal intro due ticn. 

Before leasing* Base ctTt ins true ttccs to 
those left behind that tosy should fellow Urn 
bp plots as soon as possible* A* far as 
Bias® knows, 1 1 was Bose? s lat« Hon te return 
to Singapore after h* had visited Tokyo and 
Bade arrangsnants tears regarding a separate 
surrender for te* X*B*g* 



17 Aug 40 tee bomber reached loursne (SC) airfldLd at 

about 1883 hrs* fit* Jap«*s* pi seed a staff 
ear at tes disposal of Bose, in ihloh Boss, 
B1299 end the Jqitfteae Haj arose off to the 
hotel In tea tow. Blast stayed with Bose 
in this hotel for te* night, bat they lived 
in separate races* 

18 >mg 40 B1869 and Bose arrived at loursce at 0883 hrs, 

and ottered the sen* bccter test they had 
travelled in the previous day* An passoigers 
occupied seats 1c tils sane order as on the 
previous day* s fligit* teere was no change 
In the umber of paastegers, end tee luggage 
carried was also te* sane* nose wore a khaki 
bush sblrt Old khaki trousers. HI a need dress 
was a khaki Fd Cap of Fd Ssrvlcs pattern* 


y, 
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s£Ls last iorda were in fttndust&il *1 fe*l that I 
die , I have i'ou ; ht for Indian Independence 
x t.il tho last, T#U ay countrymen* India will 
>3 freo before lon£, l<ro£ live Independent India* 1 * 
3126$ bad seen only one Japanese (probably a Capt,J 
sittiHf on a boulder Mar t be plana with bleedin^ 

1 juries on iis bead# Besides burns on thoXjrirht 
sido* and he *lno received two ml ior wounds on the 
e-id and one 1 .curated wound on the right let below 
the knee. 



ho to 1 1 31269 beers mark.* of burns on the face vid 

on both hand** two slight scars on the 
head sne one mark of an injury on the rl'*ht 
leg below the knee* 


ttoto 2 ; 4 hen asked to explain why 3,C, Bose was 

badly burned and he him self wu not, 

31269 stated that Bose’s clothes ray hive , 4 
been drenched in petrol, as Bose sat 
under a petrol tank in the olene. Pose f 3 
Clothes were of li^ht weight K* D* 3 1269 
wore knee* boots , serge breeches and a 
s j rge tunle * hie clothes were not homed 
at all (he wears them now at C3DiC(f) 

Within 10 minutes , a First UxL party arrived in 
lorries, and Bose and 31269 were removed in one of 
he lorries to the Vrey Hospital a short distance 
from ti*e scene of accident* Among others Injured who 
cues to the hospital (some before 31269 and others , 
after ) were a pilot * a Lt« Col* a Major and It, or 
Capt, 01269 later heard that Gem 3HSDAI, the wireless 
operator . one of the iteiabers of the air crew tad the 
Japanese Ur Force officer had died, The Japanese n en 
had bean killed Instantaneously * 9 1269 remained 
with Bose fros the tlse of the crash until th* death 
jf Bose at about 2100 hrs that flight Tokyo rime, 

3ose was treated for Ills bums and several injections 
w administered by 3 or 4 Japanese doctors who 
it tended h'm* 31269 does not know the names of the 
;iospltal staff* Whilst in hospital Bose regained 
consciousness from time tl tise and uttered a few 
words f sometimes aakinr for water and societtaea 
au eatin" that he be given injections* Some Japanese 
military of fl cere ewe to the hospital and made 
enquiries from tine to tim about Bose*® conditions 
fasti the doctors announced Boses 1 dearth to m*e 
officers t 31269 requested them to send news to 
Bangkok and Singapore about the accident* Bose’s 
body was kept in the room where he die § and 31269 £ 
remained there all the aifjit together with Japanese lua* 
rxxrds and some patients, 3-1269 abates that he did 
not keep any souvenirs, as none was available on the 
person of Bose after the accident - all their lavage 
i vi nz be-in burnt 01 * the plane* 


j*: 19 th Au aisti 19fcS l - Boss’s body remained in hospital si- 

ai tbit day anf ni~h~* The Japanese Stiff Colonel x±xk: 
/lilted 3-1269 who reque ted him to mike rranrenento 
far the iead body to be aken to Singapore, 3-1269 
vis ;*gIo th x irran a,»n m beln^ *nde 1 ? request**'* 

for Lao corpse to be taken in a tr m sport plane. 


3Q»h 1945* A coffin made of sandal wood w s 

broa at to the aO^pital and 3oae*s body was placed 

therein. 


21st AUfiiat- 19451 - &-1269 wig infomec th it an -he 
coffin was too lar^e* it w,a not possible to tr ms- 
port It by plane, and the idea h d therefore to b*? 


to preserve It* After the Japanese h d signified their 
c i ibent to this pt^po^al* two phot j raphe of 3o e v;e o 
b 1 urn, ono wi^h the bo Cy fully covered in Id© she coffin, 
an* _ no other with the lid of the coffin :Lo ad :rr 3-1 269 
seated by i n side. Fruit n incen ** /ere pi iced on i*$ 
coi in in accor ounce with Japanese cue con* 

-U IL ■•» 19fc5i - At about 1010 hours 3ose f s body ’.in 3 
to 1 crematorium where . Japanese cleric .ho 3 oke 
excellent -Ailish* performed a roll io us ceremony* Aft^r 
t*ii f Jo3e f 3 body was taken ou* of -he coffin m placed 
in a furnace* Tha door of tho furnace .#ae locked and ch© 
key was :apt by a J -panes© railitary officer. 3-1369 had 
eoLIn^d to t ko charge of the key as he was it the tin© 
runnin a temperature and was in a very depressed state of 
/Tilau* The body was then ^et alirht by the cleric’s assistant* 
At the er-cmitlon there were about 30 J panes© medical and 
military officers present* B-1269 does not r-collect an fr 
of their names, B-1269 states that he was the only Indian 
present 1- bhe tlaae* About half an hour after the body 
nad been a alight* 3-1269 left the creaatoriM with the 
others * 


i*n -» * ic 
:ty p : 
a re 11- 
i jus 

cere any 

was a^ain 
porf anted 
oy c i *.© 

cleric* 

At thl s 

temple 


23rd luni o t, 1945 1 - 3-1269 in the company of i!v- cleric and 
a Major and 3 or 4 other Japanese visited oh© cronac ~ 

rlLtxt when the ashes of 3o,j© were collected and placed in 
1 wooden box specially made for the purpe 3-1269 was 
shown a small place of rold unou" the ashes which h* believes 
orewns part of me of Bos#** Gold toetsh* fhe box containing 
the ashes ns then taken to a Japanese teroplo/ono of the 
nLH.iry officers pointed to another box and told 3-126" 
that i- coat lined the aches of the Japanese Gan w whom he 
at h-d ilso died ;s the result of the air cr sh. 

2Jhi \j, a t. Iffif Si - 3-1269 w a removed to Hokoco 10 ni il 
X -i -3 - inc eo ^aoout 12 lias from faihoku, While :-?v*re, 
3-1269 ro uvato tiio Japanese authorities to -end iim b,;k 
to either Bangkok or ^In&a?oro, 




3-1 20V w a tol< th 1 v a plane wot L bo 


on tho foliovriaf day t and that lie cool" 5 
avail hi elf of thin chance an tike with him the hes >f 
.3oso to Tokyo* 


*** 
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4 Sep 


31369 returned to Tnlhoku and boarded the 
planoa-which carried 4 other Jepaneae passengers 
Including Lt Col SjiPA’AKI ond 3 civilian* 
whose none a were not known to B1EOC • B13G9 
was told that the crash on jb JPfflST 45 Va* 
due to one of the airscrews being Managed when 
±t plane was taking off. B13S9 carried with 
hla the wooden box containing the ashes of Bose, 
the two photo graphs of Bose taken on the 21*t 
Aig 46, three photographs of the wrecked planes 
and a rectangular wrilit gdld watch with a leather 
strap* 


/■i) 


Uctc lt- liiasc cxUalnc that this watch was nods 
over to kl$ on 28 Aug 46 by one of the 3ap#iese 
llos who had a - tended Bose at the Tnlhoku 
hospital* It nay be reoarbed Here, that this 
watch has since found its way ts, c .Bose's 
brother «arat Chandra Bose in Colon tta, and 
that B 1359 acta Its that two lay* after his 
arrival at Delhi he secretly gene this watch 
to Gapt oh ah Bitfas (£1045) . 


Rote st B1359 states that no photograph of Bose's 
dead face was taken as the face uoa badly tamed 
and node grotesque by the olntnsnts etc which 
hod been applied to 11 b skin by the Japanese 
doctors. 


24 . AT TCKIO* 


4 Cep 45. kj arrival at FUkncka aerodrooe E1360 was takffi 

to a Japanese hotel where he spent the night* 

G ^ep 45 Left PUkndka by pliSie about noon and reached 

an aerodrcoe (none not knevn) at 1S0C hrs. 

At FLsknofca Lt Col. SATA: A I separated fron 
U1969,. as he stated he intended to travel by 
train frm there to Tokyo. Before parting, 

SAKAMAKI took charge of the tor containing 
the ashes of Bose as both hands of B 1289 were 
bendaged os a result of burns. 

5 Sep 45. Fr c the aerodraac on the mainland tnane not 

kn -Vn) 31369 reached Tokyo by train, where he 0m 

vas net at the railway s'-ation by a ycung Jap#Kse 

Officer. Fr® the railway staticn E 133© was 

taken to the house of one of hla fellow 

Japanese passengers, and later that evening 

roved to the house of Honour ti, the Chair nan 

of th* I.I.L. Ttakyo. B 12GG cjqpa&incd to 

hanraur ti In the presence of Ere. Henaurti 

( a Japanese', and 2 or 3 Mdian students who 

were training In ii* Tokyo !!Ili er; Ao*diEy, 

tic circumstance* of Bose's death. Ihcrtly 

before £ 1259 arrived in i'.ancsw’ti* 3 house. the 

cox containing Ike ashes of osc had reached 

tiierc * That nigh B 1390 shifted to the house 

of Mrs. Sakai where h« again act t*A. tyer, 

w! o expalined that he (tycr) Tied left Saigcji 

on the or 2C t&z alone, ns plsne 

accomodation could r.ot be <f'ran**d for tix rest 

of Bose's party. 


/.ote i 


r>> 




• B12S9 la unable to give my Inftoirsatl^i 

regarding the subsequent cove ents cf the 
following 4 nen who were left behind in 5a*c^ n *~ 


5 ) 


r. 


f 


(1) Capt (Cal) Gulzura Sintfi* 
is) Capt (Ha}) rritan Singh* 

(3) Deb Bath Das* 

(4) Civ (Col) Hassan). 


\ 

l.hllc In the house of Mrs Sa^i several Indian students 
of the Hill tsar y Academy ( whose names B136© does net 
recollect) and also Ranourti visited B1SSD. She 
sane Japanese Military officer who cet B 1339 at 
Tokyo Hallway Station, tjuc s tlancd B136B In detail 
recttrdinc the accident at Talhoku • This asx officer 
also took charge or the two photographs cf Bose 
in a coffin, which B12S9 had up to then been carrying 
with him* £1369 had up to then wen carry in z with hid* 
31269 states that these photographs had been shewn 
by him to Remnurtl, Mrs sahai and S*A* Iyer • 



9 Sep 46* Bias© shifted to another house where he was joined 

two days later by S*A*Iycr. B135S while living in 'ills 
house with Iyer was once interrogated by an Jtaeriean 
officer and by Lt Col* Figgess* < » Bid lan Ar y 
officer on the ftritirfi section attached to 
Can KaoArthur'a H*Q) * B13S9 states that both he 
and S*A* %rer visited At ami, Hikko * Hrftooe and 
Ikao all snail towns on the main ill and for health 
and re creation purposes* There were do Indians 
living cu these places «v! B126C disdains that he 
or Iyer went to these places cn any kind of nisslon* 
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Subject:- 


SECRET/IMMEDIATE 

CABINET SECRETARIAT 
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, Kolkota . 


In continuation of this Secretariat D O. letter of even number dated 
31,12,2002 and endorsement dated 9.1.2003, enclosed please find information 
received from Cabinet Secretariat, Bikaner House. 

2. it is requested that the information provided by Cabinet Sectt. (R&AW) may 
kindly be forwarded to the Commission under intimation to this Secretariat. 



f i 



>■ , 


I 


(Shatrughna Singh) 
Director 

Tel.No.2301 5851 



Ministry of Home Affairs fShri L.C. Goel. Joint Secretary.! 

Cabinet Secretariat ID Note No. 281/1 2/1/2000-TS(Vo\. I!) dated 14.1.2003 

£><-"dL ‘ cJsKAV 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


CALM [N E'l SECR ETARtAT 
< RESEARCH AND AINA LYSIS VVJ INC) 

Subject : Justice Muklicriee Commission ol' inquiry into the alleged disappearance 

of Netnji Subhash Clmmlra Bose. 


Cabinet Secretariat Raslitrapati Bhawan may please refer to their ID Note 
No. 281/1 2/ 1/ 20G0-TS . YokII dated 23.12.2002 on the above subject. 


2. The Research & Analysis Wing (R&AW) is a security organisation under 

the umbrella of Cabinet Secretariat which was ettrved out of Intelligence Bureau (Mil A) 
wilh effect from 21 et September 1968. Therefore, prior to establishment of R&AW on 
21.9.1968. its work was looked alter by the 113. Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry may be informed accordingly. 





DIRECTOR! PER S) 


Shri Shairugjma Singh. Director Cabinet Secretarial, Rashlrapati Bhawau, New Delhi. 

Cab. Seett.(R&AW) UO No. 1 5/ 11 /99-Pet s.5(Ncw Pers.3)- dated ' 

1 0 JflN 203 
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NW. sc R) 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Intto the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 




Phone: 

Chairman — 252-2636 
Secretary — 252-2767 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office ' - 252 - 2766/00 



No. JMC I/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/5 7( III)/ 458 (71) 
From : 

Shri M Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


To 

The Secretary 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
government of India, 
rth Block 
iw Delhi-1 10001 


December 1 1, 2002 

Under Certificate of Posting 



— > 



I am directed to inform you that the next sitting of the Commission will be held on ] 
.12.2002 starting at 1 1 ,00 O’clock in the forenoon at the Seminar Hail, Annexe Building, Mahajati / 
idan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Koikata-700007, when the Commission, besides transacting other J , 
siness, is likely to examine the following witnesses on 27.12.2002 : - 


Witnesses : 

y 



1 Shri Monoranjan Ghosh, 

2. Shri Kanailal Basu, 

3. Shri Sukhendu Kumar Baur, 

4. Shri Bijoy Ketan Mukherjee, 

5. Smt. Rama Banerjee. 


0 




No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(III)/458 (71)/ 1(2) 
Copy forwarded to : 


Yours faithfully, 

— \| 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 
December 1 1, 2002 


1 . Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 

33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 

2. Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal; 
F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 



(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 





No.I/ 1 20 1 4/1 3/2000-1 S(D.V) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dt. 1^1.03 

O 0 

To 

Th^. Secretary 

Jtxstice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkatta 700087. 

Sir, 

I am directed to, refer to your letter No.JMCI/Records ND/99-2000 
/37(III)/471 dated 18.12.02 and to say that the copy of the report dated 
3 1.12.1945 of CSDIC has already been made available to Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary, JMCI by IB vide their D.O No IV/8(66)/200 1-2 184-85 dated 
■ 12.12.01. However a copy thereof is also enclosed as desired. 



grrT? f^^TT 

issued 

“) n JAN nil 

iio/R & I i* 
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No.I/1 20 1 4/1 3/2000-IS(D. V) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dt. .1.03 


To 






The Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkatta 700087. 


Sir, 


1 am directed to enclose herewith a copy of U.O.No.15/1 1/99- 
Pers.5 (New Pers.3) - 242 dated 10.1.03_ of Cabinet Secretariat 
(R&AW) forwarded by Cabinet Sectt, Rashtrapati Bhavan vide ID 
Note No.281/12/l/2000-TS(Vol.II) dated 14.1.03). 





i 


Wt9~) 




Secret 


♦ 


Intelligence Bureau 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 

******* 


MHA may kindly refer to their UONO.I/12014/13/2000- 
IS(D,V) dated 9.12.2002 seeking copies of reports mentioned in para 
4 of the affidavit filed by Dr. Tilak Raj Sareen dated 3.3.2000. 




2. Copies of the reports available with IB pertaining to 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose were sent to the MHA 
vide DO letter No. IV/8(66)/2001-918 dated 2 0.06.01. This include; 
reports furnished by PES Finney and WFM Davies, both Assistant 
Directors of IB. These reports were also declassified by IB in the 
same letter and were made available to the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) vide MHA letter No.I-12014/13/2001- 


J 


IS(D.IH) dated 3.7.01. No repo rt, prepared by HK Ray and KP De, as 
mentioned by the deponent TR Sareen is available with IB. 



MHA : (5hri UK Kalara, Director/IS-H) 

* DIB UO No.IV/8(22)/2002-f2J) Dated: ? j JAN 2003 





JL 


To 


BY FAX 

(FAX No. 033- 8371631) 

No.I/12014/13/2000-lS(D.V) 

Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

V ) 

New Delhi dt. '• 2.03 


The Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
*B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Kolkatta 7000S7. 

(Attn: Sh.M. Roy, OSD) 


Sir, 




I am directed to refer to your letter No.JMCI/25/2000/413 dated 14/1 1/02 
requesting for authenticated copies of the reports prepared by H.K. Ray and K.P. De 
as mentioned in para 4 of affidavit filed by Dr.Tilak Raj Sareen and to say that no 
such report is available with IB . 
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f^?T J-MM-4, ^ f^rrfi 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX 

February 6, 2003 

Dear Shri Goyal, 



1 enclose herewith copy of a self-explanatory letter along with its enclosures 
received from Shri Aftab Seth. Ambassador of India, Tokyo, regarding the question of 
conducting of a DNA test on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose 
preserved at the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo. 


2. Given the sensitivity of the issue, it is requested that th e points raised by th e 
Ambassador an d the observations of Smt. Krishna Bose, M.P, in their letters may pleas e 
be given careful consideration. iT is also reque sted that th e advice of the M inistrv o f 
•Home Affairs m this regard be conveyed to this Ministry Iso that our Ambassador in 
TokyCTcouid be aavised accordingly, fn the interim, we^are requesting the Ambassador 
^ to await Government’s instructions before taking any further action in the matter. 



Shri L.C. Goyal, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of ■ Affairs, 

New Delhi. 

H >vc l *, 






Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokliale) 



najtmqprtr 

AMBASSADOR 


Pt i f Ktifef Oj 


SL> ; - ■ "W 


P V ■'* J 

% 




CQMFIPEHTlAi, 


No. IO|</ 107/02/03 




' U^v ^5. (ln- p \ 

"HRcT WJ 

Embassy of India 
2-H, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 1 02-0074\ 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax ; (03) 3262-2301 
P.-Mnil ; indcmbjpfH’ gol.com 

Jauuiiiy 20,200 i 



I am enclosing a copy of my letter dated January 29, 2003 to Mrs. Krishna 
Bose, MP which I wrote in response to her letter of January 23, 2003 regarding 
the mortal remains of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose being kept in the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. The contents of the letter are" self-explanatory. 


2. I fully appreciate the sensitivities expressed by Rev. Koshi Mochizuki, the 
Chief Minister of the Renkoji Temple. On the direction of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission, we approached the Renkoji Temple for re-examination of the 
alleged morta l remains o f Netaji to ascert ain whether DNA test could be carried^ 
‘out. In this - regard I~~had written to Rev. Mochizuki seeking his assistance. 
However, Rev. Mochizuki has requested our C ounsellor Shri Ramesh Chander fo r 

a formal requ est and a communicatio n from the Indian leadership and also 
"g ome notification bv the Govgrnment of India with regard to the re quested 
DNA testi ng." ’ 

3. In the last meeting that Counsellor Ramesh Chander had with' Rev. 
Mochizuki on January 20, 2003, Rev. Mochizuki expressed some concern with 
regard to the opening and re-opening of the mortal remains of Netaji in view of 
the religious sensitivities under the Buddhist traditions. He also indicated that it f' 
would be appreciated if in future these matters are handled with grdater I 
"formality." Rev. Mochizuki also pointed out that he had come to know that 
some photographs taken earlier of the casket of the mortal remains of the Netaji 

by our officials, on instructions from the Commission, and. sent to them, had 
found their way to the media. He said that this was^ matter of regret and a 
source of embarrassment to the Temple, i 

! 

4. On the directions of the Justice Mukherjee Commission; we had located 
Prof. Mom oki Hirai, a DNA expert who is a Professor in the Department of 
Integrated Biosciences, Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, University of 
Tokyo. Prof. Hirai has agreed to assist and do the requisite examination as 1 
required by the Justice Mukherjee Commission, i.e., t o ascertain whether the 
mortal remains of Netaji could he tested for DNA . A meeting for this purpose 1 
had been fixed on February 7, 2003 after consulting both Prof. Hirai and Rev. | 
Mochizuki. However, in the light of the observations of Mrs. Krishna Bose, MP, 
please advise us whether we should await "the formal communication" from the 
leadership which has been requested by Rev. Mochizuki. We would also request 







Ministry's advice on the parameters for identification of a suitable DNA expert, 
particularly whether we should have both a Japanese and an Indian expert 
working on this project. 


5. I shall be grateful if you could kindly let us know the considered opinion of 
the Ministry on these issues before we proceed with the re-opening of the casket 
yet again. As an interim measure, we are requesting the Renkoji Temple and 



Enck As above. 
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TrartraftfTfT 

AMBASSADOR 


^KcT TTST^ITIH, 

Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chlyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Phone: (03) 3265-5036 
Fax: (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mail: mdembjp@gohcom 



No, Tok/102/02/03 January 29 , 2003 



Thank you for your letter regarding Netaji's mortal remains which lie in 
the Renkoji Temple. 


2, I entirely agree with you that the fullest respect and honour must be 
paid at all times to the mortal remains of Netaji. 

3. I am sorry to fearn about the problems Reverend Mochizuki has 
experienced in his dealings* with our officials, who visited, the temple on the 
instructions of the Justice Mukherjee Commission to convey requests received 
from the Commission. 

i 

4, I am ieaving for India tomorrow morning on an official visit but shall 

personally call on Rev. Mochizuki on my return to Japan and offer my 
apologies for any unintentional offence that may have been given by my 
officials. I have met Rev, Mochizuki on several earlier occasions and he has 
always received me with the utmost courtesy. ’ 

. 

5. I also wish to assure you that, as has been the practice in the past, in 
any further dealings with the Renkoji Temple, the fullest regard will be paid to 
the sentiments and wishes expressed by you. We will ensure that neither the 
Temple priests, who have so lovingly cared for Netaji's 1 mortals remains, nor 
the numbers of the family should have any cause for complaint. 

T 

With warm regards and good wishes, 

i 
I 

* 


Mrs. Krishna Bose, M.P. 

Chairperson 

Standing Committee on External Affairs 
111, Parliament House Annexe 
New Delhi 110 001 



metAji RESEARCH BUREAU 
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28 2003 01 :00PM 


KRISHNA BOSE, M.p. 
(Lok Sabha) 

CHAIRPERSON 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EXTERNAL affairs 







OH. : 11 TTTaiTiaffi^HousH-Annexer 
New Delhi-110001 

- Phones: 3034135, 3014555 

Res. : D-1, M.S. Flats, 


/ 

. 3.K.S. Marg, New Delhi 

23 January 2lp>y}ones; 3716818 . 37 1 8406 

3?f(vy ’ 50M + ssr“ 


Ambassador Ailab Seth 
Ambassador of India to Japan 
Tokyo 
Japan 

Dear Ambassador Aftab ScLh, . 

i am writing to >°U on Nciaji's birthday to ask you to please ensure rbat the proper and highest 
respect is shown by the Government of India to NetajTs mortal remains kept in the Renkoji Temple, 1 also 
would Like to urge you to sec that all officials of die Indian Embassy show due sensitivity to Japanese 
sentiments, especially of those who have taken care of Netyji's mortal remains for so rnAny years. 

My son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History' at HarVard University and also Director of the 
Netaji Research Bureau, was visiting Japan 10 give academic lectures in'Kyoto and Tokyo earlipr this 
month. When he visited Renkoji Temple on 15 th January 2003, he found th at the priest Reverend 
Modmuki had been deeply disturb ed bv the wavTn whic h officials of the Embassy had ordered h i m to 
o pen the casket con^Iur!^ motiaLr cmainj; witl iomjiiiy proper explanation as to Lhc purposi|Jl 

ruiuht serve. You shoo'd kno* that the cusket coiUamingNtTlaji's mortal^emainFhBS been opened only 
twice before by Reverend Mocb^uki senior, the current priest's father - once for Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950"$ and the second time for my late husband Dr.Sisir Kumar Bose in 1965. My 
husband told me that the priest had to conduct prayers for a whole day before opening the casket hi 1965. 
As you know, in the Japanese BiiddlhsE tradition, the ashes and bones of the dead arc revered. Jt was 
improper for the mortal remains of the great leader of our independence movement to have been interfered 
with without giving the pnesi an opportunity to conduct necessary rituals and without the respectful 
presence of die highest representatives 0 f the Government of India, I have been informed by telephone by 
Japanese friends of Netaji i_frat officials of the Embassy had made a peremptory phone call and shown up at 
die Renkoji Temple die next day, * 

f 

T understand ihni during a subsequent visit on 20* January 200.3 by a counsellor al our Embassy it 
has been explained to die priest that a DNA test might be conducted on Nctaji’s mortal remains. 1 myself 
have no objection to such a test being conducted if DNA material is still available in Netaji’s mortal 
remains. However, it must be done with the utmost respect being shown to the remains and polite gratitude 
expressed to the Japanese who have cared for the remains for fifty-eight years. Nctajl’s mortal remains 
must tioudisnirbed until prior and proper arrangements, have been made by selecting lop DNA experts in 


the world. You are the highest representative of our government in Japan. I hope that you will handle a 
matter of such national and international importance yourself rather than leaving it ro your subordinate 
officials. ’ , 

And. of com so, if N< tail's mortal jnnmins were In thr future In be bnninlit bjiek to India, the highest 
echelons of the Oovct iuimmU of ln<liu including llie President and the Prime Mhijstet will have to be 
involved. 

I look forward to hearing from you lo be reassured thru you understand the points } have raised and 
the information 1 have given. 


j 


With wannest regards and good wishes. 


Sincerely. _ 

Krishna Bose , 


CC- SkriKanwal Sibal 

Foreign Secretary* Government of India 


Pmt. Address : 90, Sara! Bose Road. Calcutta -700 026 PH.: 4754202, 4750568 Fax: 4748255 ] 


umesh kalra 
DIRECTOR (IS-II) 

TEL: 23 092998 


Si- w°- inct) 


P-0 NO.I/12014/13/2000-ISCD.V) 


New Delhi, dated 18 th Feb, 2003 


M. 


Dear Shri 


During visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to 
Renkoji Temple in Japan the mortal remains alleged to be of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose containing ashes, bone ffagaments, greyish in 
colour, parts of the skull and other bone ffagaments. 

2. You are requested to kindly confinn whether the DNA testing of 
the remains alleged to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is possible in 
the absence of suitable parameters. If so, whether such testing can be 
considered to be a reliable parameters to ascertain that the mortal remains 
lying in Renkoji Temple belongs to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

3. A suitable DNA expert views may kindly be furnished to this 
Ministry for taking further necessary action in the matter. 




Yours sincerely, 




(UMESJTKALRA) 


Shri L.C. Amamathan, 

Director General, 

Bureau of Police Research & Dev., 
Block No.l 1,4 th Floor, 

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, 

New Delhi. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lX 


February 24, 2003 


Dear Shri Goyal, 

Please refer to my letter of even number dated February 6, 2003 regarding the 
question of conducting a DNA test on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

/-i I would be grateful if the advice of the Ministry of Home Affairs in this matter is 
“ — ~ — 1 * -* arty date. 




Yours sincerely. 


(Vijay Gokhale) 



Shri L.C. Goyal, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 






i 


UMESH KALRA 
DIRECTOR(IS-H) 

TELE: 23092998 

D.O. No. i/1 201 4/1 3/2000- IS-V 


New Delhi, dated , 4 th March, 2003 


Dear Shri Amarnathanji, 

Apropos my D.O. letter of even number dated 1 S* 11 February, 2003 regarding 
the visit of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to Renkoji Temple in 
Japan to look into the possibility of conducting DNA test of the mortal 
remains alleged to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


2. You are again requested to kindly confirm whether the DNA testing of the 
above mortal remains is possible in the absence of suitable parameters. If 
so, whether such testing can be considered to be reliable to ascertain that the 
mortal remains are that of Netaji. 


3. 1 shall be grateful if a suitable DNA expert views are made available to the 
MHA for taking further necessary action in the matter. 

tsfirV V| 

ISSUED 


With regards, 


4 M ift 

- HHAOU) CKJ 

« J**sr ■ 

Shri L.C. Amarnathan, ““ 

Director General, 

Bureau of Police Research and Development, 
Block No. 11, 4‘ h Floor 
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, 

New Delhi 


Yours sincerely, 

luA 

(U mesJvKSTra) 



s\R- 
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f^?T TcfmePT, 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Vijay Gokhafe 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lX 


March 12, 2003 





Dear Shri Goyal, 

Please refer to my letter of even number dated February 6, 2003 and reminder 
of 24.2.2003 regarding the question of conducting a ONA test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

We have now been informed by our Mission in Tokyo that they have been 
urged by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to take quick action in the 
matter. In view of this, I would request you to apprise us of the decision of Ministry of 
Home Affairs in this regard to enable us advise our Mission appropriately. 

1/ 


P 




^ W *j 


Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokhale) 


Shri L.C.Goyal, 

. Joint Secretary (IS), 

U A . Ministry of Home Affairs, 

* \ New Delhi 


Hr* 
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Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lX 


March ^6, 2003 


Dear Shri Goyal, 

Piease refer to my letter of even number dated March 12, 2003 
regarding the question of conducting a DNA test on the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

In this connection, I am forwarding herewith a copy of the letter dated 
13 th March, 2003 from the Justice Mukherjee Commission along with a fax from 
our Mission in Tokyo which is self-explanatory. As is evident, the Commission 



(V / / is pressing our Mission in Tokyo hard for the early appointment of an expert for 
the examination of the mortal remains in the Renkoji Temple. 

/A, In view of the urgency being assigned by the Commission to this subject, 

it is requested that the decision of Ministry of Home Affairs may be expedited. 



This decision, if considered appropriate, could also be communicated directly to 



X the Commission under intimation to this Ministry. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Vijay Gokhale) 



Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 


tn el ; a % aAx> 




p Y app-grl PQ8^ Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

^TTTTK/U . For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance o 

Nkta.ii Subjias Chandra Bose- 
. .. Mi’ Block, (Tbirtl Floor) 

1 1/A Muza (jluilib Sued, K-olkala 700 087 ( 

l nt > l)ti l )l l}3^-7S2-2705 


'^JZ 

_ 252-2835 
- 252-2767 

■0&cf J" „ flS 

jsr^'.SSS*. 


IMiOTH 1 ! J 
C/ui(rm«^ 


NO. JMOI/ Eo/2002 -2003/93/590. 


mm'/ : i mclnscb@col.3.,v!tHl p*-T.m 


Kolkata, dated, 13th March 1 03. 


* 

/ V 


From 


To 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary , 




t The Secretary, 

Ministry of External , Affairs 
Government- of India, 

South Block, 

M ow D elh.t-1 10001 . 


1 


i Y 


• 

i . 

-aa/ ) ^kr- 

r am directed to send herewith a xerox copy 
Of tile FAX message dated December 27, 2002 received 
from Shri Biren Nanda, charge, d’ Affairs Embassy of 
India in Japan, which speaks for itself, and to r 

request you to kindly appreciate the importance and 1 
urgency of the matter anc take necessary action so 
_hdt the Commission receives the opinion of a competent 
expert immediately on whether any material exists 
in the mortal remains allegedly of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose kept at the Renkoji temple in Japan 
from which D.N.A, may be Isolated for the purposes of 
O.li. a. tests, as called for by the Commission from 
the Embassy of India in Tokyo, 

This may kindly be treated as urgent. 


K nclosuret An at a t ed . a bo v e . 


Yours faithfully^ 

(P, K. Sengupta) 

S ecr etary 
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MOST IMMEDIATE; . 

TELEFAX , ‘ ;/ 

Embassy of India, * • . | 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-Chomc, | 

Cliiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 ; •: '<•;*%: *. :> ‘ 

. - Phone: 8 1 -3-3262-2 3 9 1 > , : , ■ 

ii ft- 8 1 ~3 - 3 2 3 a - 4 8 6 0 ■ E-Mail: dcm@mdeinbjp.org ■ ■ . J f Afe. : Y ; > 

-w *v O'v d >■ 

'/Wm?. ’ * 


To 1 

Tor 

Justice Mukhcrjee 

Commission of Inquiry 

hux {So. 

- T , 

03 3-2 52-27 6 5 H 

- ;. h. . >. , 

SliiTlMk Sengupta > 
Secretary 

From 

13 iron Nanda, * > 1 

Charge d’ Affaires ' 

Rptd . 


Date - 

December 27, 2002 

No. 

kk , ril , 

■ 

Total No.' 
of pages 
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Reference your fax of December 26, 2002. As conveyed to the Hoti’blc . V ' . 

Jfemniission by Second Secretary A seem Mahajan in response to your lhx of •* ‘ J . 1 ' 
December 17, 2002, both Second Secretary Armstrong’ and First Secretary w'" - ’ 
Knjasekltat have departed for postings iu the Embassies of India in Lagos, 

Nigeria and the Port of Spain in Guyana respectively. 7 


: • 


The Embassy shall immediately solicit the services, of an expert to re- '•* * 

examine (he bones ol the deceased at the Rcnkoji Temple to seek his opinion on 
whether any material exists from which DNA may be isolated for the purposes of 
a DNA lest, . , 


llus pieces,? howetci may take some time and would involve certain 
expend it me. We shall be i evening to the Hou’ble Commission for permission to 
unckj lake the necessary expend i lure a her making - local enquiries 
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Fax : 0091-033-252-2765 ■ 


0 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Si bh vs Chandra Bose. 
l B' Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Koikata 700 087 


1‘lmnc: 

Chairman — 252-2835 

Stcmary — 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty *■ 252-2 7 65 
ojjic* ~ 2S2-2imm 

c- mail ; imcinscbfVcatU.vsnLnctjn 


NO. JMCI/2 5/2 000/487. 


Kolkata, daled30th Dec.' 02. 


From j shri M. Roy, IAS(Retd,), 
Officer on Special Duty 




y 

/ 


In inviting a reference to this Commission's 
Letter No. JMCl/25/2000/413 date£ 14.11.02 (copy 
enclosed) , I am directed to state that reply to the 
aforesaid letter is yet to be received. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly do the needful as expeditiously as possible. 



Yours faithfully. 


<M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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Justice PAukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Iwio the Alleged Disappearance of 
NeTAJI Sum I AS CtlANDKA IiOSE. 

‘B* Block, (Third Floor) 
i 1/A Mina Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Plume: 



( hturn'iv — 252-? 1 335 

Secretary — 252-2707 

Officer ort 

A; vc/ j/ / Jj/ — 25 2-27 QS 
Office ‘ - 252-2 7 C 6 /C 0 


c- uifflY : j m cl nsebm; caL3,v st\L twt . m 


No. JMCI/ 2 5 /. 2000 / 413 . Kolkata, dated, 14th M O vember*02. 

a * 


From : Shri M. Roy, I.A.S . (Retd.) , 
Officer on Special Duty 


To i The Secretary 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

North Block, 

New Delhi-110001 . 





sir, 

I am directed to send herewith a Xerox copy of 
the affidavit filed by Dr . Tllak Raj Sareen and to 
invite your kind attention to the para 4 (last para) 
thereof with the request to make available to the 
Commission authenticated Xerox copies of the reports* 
referred to in the said para, if those are in the 
possession or under the control of the Government of 
India. 


£>x£L: Cl-o 


Yours faithfully. 


a.*- ■ 


( 


[Ai - U j t‘ t - -w 


( M. Roy ) 
Officer on Special Duty 


By Reqd.Post with a/D, 


SVW- *$( K) 


- 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry none : 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Tliird Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


A 


£av : 0091-033-252-2765 

NO. J MCI/ 25/2000/525 . 


Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary — 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/68 


mall : j mci ri seN® ca 13 , vs nl. n d . i n 


Kolkata, dated, 30th Jan. * 2003. 



From : Shri M. Roy, IAS(Retd.), 

Officer on Special Duty,r- ' r 

_^"— ***^ — \ A , ■ . 

The Secretary, y' 

Ministry of Home Affairs, ^ ^ ' 
Government of India, \ ' ^ 

North Block, \ h 


New Delhi-110001. 





I am directed to refer to this Commission’s letter 
no. JMCl/25/2000/413 dated 14.11.2002, followed by the 
reminder bearing No. JMCl/25/2000/487 dated 30.12.2002 
and to request you again to kindly make available to the 
Commission immediately authenticated xerox copies of 
the reports allegedly prepared by Messers Finney and 
Davies who were allegedly sent to the Far East alongwith 
Shri H.K. Roy and Shri K.P. De, both Indian Police 
Officers, to trace Neta"3T Subhas Chandra Bose after the 
alleged plaKfi-crash at Taipai in 1945. 





Yours faithfully, 

'"'F 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


Tel. : 10) 24361849/' 
(l?J 2688 7261 


L,C. Amarnafhan 






^ 'HH cT 

GelTZFj 1 1 , cR*l 4 


jfs^fru qforc 

pfitjt 1 m. fesfi-t 10003 


gf^TTt 31^-iETH ^ HjYl 


Bureau of Police Research and Development 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India 
Block No. 11, 4th Floor, G.G.G. Complex 
Lodhi Road. New Delhi- 110 003 



E-Mail dgbprd@bol.neUn 


DO No, CFIs/4(7)/2000 


March 2003 
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My dear Kalra, 

Please refer to your DO letter No.I/12014/13/2000/IS(D.V) dated 18 th February, 
2003 regarding possibility of DNA testing of the mortal remains (ashes, bone fragments 
and parts of skull) alleged to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. In this connection, it 
is informed that the DNA experts' views in the matter have been obtained and are given 
below: 

(i) DNA profiling test can be taken up on bone fragments/parts of skull. But it is not 
possible to do the test on ashes, formed as residue due to incineration at high 
temperature. 


(ii) DNA profiling of the bone fragments/skull needs comparison with the DNA 

profiling of control samples of biologically connected relatives, if supplied. 

.. — — ~ ' * - - • ----- • • - - - — — — — 

(iii) However, chances of success of DNA test' can be known only after subjecting the 
mortal remains for DNA isolation and genotyping. 

I, therefore, request you to kindly take further necessary action in the matter 
according to the above mentioned views expressed by the DNA experts . 



Yours sincerely, 





Shri Umesh Kalra, 

. Director (IS. II), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, 

New Delhi. 



IMA 





By Reqd.Post with a/D, 

^ #ifl{ 

^ n^ lrt GOVERNMENT 


No. JMCI/2 5/2000/525, Dt . 30 . 


Justice 'Mtu^Ssrjce C^itusoion of | 

inquiry for Inquiry into tlu 
ieg«d disappearance of 
letaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
i A, Mirra Galib Street, 3rd Plooi 
.:■>■■*■ O' r^inutta— 700087 


To 

The Secretary. 

Ministry of Home Affai: 
Government of India, 
North Block, ■>; 

New Delhi-1 100G-1. 




, r t 


-i*'""** 




•u* 




Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 

For Inquiry Intothe Alleged Disappearance of chairman 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

C B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


- 2252-2835 
Secretary - 2252-2767 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252- 2 765 
Office ' -2252-2766/58 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 

NO. JMCI/STAT.REPT./99-20Q0/33A (tl)/626 (7) 

From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 




e-mail jmcmscb@cal3.vsnljiet.iii 
April 02, 2003 


To 



1 /The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001 


FT. 

|* V: ".hvv nf i’;-.rjjR Affairr 


i ■ ' ■ ; . f ’ 

: t 



2. The Secretary, 

Ministry of Defence (History Division), 

Government of India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 1 000 Ij . 


1 3*r $>.• 



3. The Secretary, 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India, 
Akashbani Bhavan, Parliament Street, New Delhi- 1 10001 . 

4. The Secretary, 

Prime Minister’s Office, Government of India, 

South Block, New Delhi-110001. 

5. The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

6. The Secretary, 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi-1 10004. 



Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, -- 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10003/') 

dated 07.02.2000. 


Subject : Status Report from 01.03.2003 to 31.03.2003. 

Ref . Your Office letter No .1/ 1 20 1 4/1/2000-1 S(D . lH> <k 


Sir, 


1 am directed to forward herewith a ’Status Report’ of the Secretary of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, for favour of taking necessary action at your end 

Yours faithfully, 

(M. Roy) 

Enel : As stated above Officer on Special Duty 


Enel : As stated above 



* 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquin' 

For Inquin Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
NETAJ] SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSF. 

'B’ Block. (Third Floor) 

1 I/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

STATUS REPORT 
(From 01.03.2003 to 3 1.03.2003) 

This Status Report is in continuation of the Status Report for the period from 
01.02.2003 to 2S.02.2003 forwarded under Commission’s Registered letters 
No.JMCI/Stat.Rept./99-2000/33A/585(7) dated 07.03.2003 to the Secretaries, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Defence (History Division), Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting, Ministry of External Affairs, Prime Minister’s Office, 
Cabinet Secretariat, as also to the Director, Intelligence Bureau, Government of 
India, for favour of taking necessary' action at their end. 

There has been no further development in the matters as stated in paras 
2,3,4,5,8,10,11,12,13,14, and 15 of the aforesaid Status Report for the period from 
01.02.2003 to 2S.02.2003. 

(a) Hearing of the Commission was held on 26.03.2003 and 27.03,2003 in the 
Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, Kolkata, when seven witnesses were 
examined before the Commission. 

(b) Orders in pursuance of the hearing of the Commission held on 09,01.2003 in 
respect of paragraph 7(a) of the Status Report as on 28. 1 1.2002, were passed by 
the Hon’ble Chairman at the time of the hearing of the Commission on 
26.03.2003. 

(c) The next hearing of the Commission will be on April 03, 2003. 


4. 


*- 



The Hon'ble Minister, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, in his d o 
letter dated 13.11.2002addressed to the Hon’ble Chairman has stated inter alia : 

“ since the Commission feels that these papers (i.e. classified British records on 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) could be of vital importance with reference to its 
mandate, we have again taken up the issue of their release with the British 
Government and would keep you informed of the outcome in this regard. 


I would like to take this opportunity to reassure you of all possible assistance from 
our side to facilitate the inquiry of the Commission”. 

Since then the Ministry of External Affairs has sent a d o. letter bearing No. 
25/4/NGO-VoUX(I) dated February 28, 2003 wherein it has been stated, inter alia, that 
the Indian Mission in London has taken up the matter with the authorities concerned in 
the U.K. and has been following up with them; but “till date no response has been 
received from the British authorities.” 

5 (a) In view of the assertions of some deponents that documents containing clinching 

evidence relating to the points of inquiry of the Commission are in the possession 
and/or under the control of different foreign Departments, the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India was requested on 11.11.2002, {apropos the 
Hon’blc Chairman's discussions with the Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs, 



Government of India held on 28.10.2002), to take up the matter with the 
Government of the U.K.. the U.S.A., Japan, Taiwan, Russia, all other States which 
are now sovereign but previously within the erstwhile USSR, Thailand, 
Malayasia. Singapore. Vietnam. Germany, Ireland, etc. to make available or 
accessible to the Commission at their earliest convenience, all relevant documents 
which are in the possession and/or under the control of the aforesaid Governments 
and/or in the various archives of those countries. In response, a list of archives in 
Kazakhastan and the name, address, etc. of one archive in Kyrgyzstan have been 
/received on 10.02.2003, lists of archives of Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Armenia and 
the name and telephone No. of one archive in Georgia, have been received on 

25.02.2003, and lists of archives in Belarus and Lithuania have been received on 

11.03.2003. The Ministry of External Affairs has stated in their d.o. letters dated 
February 28, 2003 that the National Archives of Turkmenistan do not have any 
information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; that the Ministry of External Affairs 
has asked the Indian Mission in Moscow to check with the Russian Foreign Office 
about the presence of any relevant documents in the archives of the Russian 
Federation with specific references to the archives mentioned in the list of Dr. 
(Mrs.) Purabi Roy; that the Indian Mission in the Russian Federation is checking 
with the Russian Foreign Office regarding the points raised by the Commission in 
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ils letter No. 39S dated 11.11,2002 concerning the list of archives in the Russian 
Federation, that the Indian Mission in Belarus “has also informed that all requests 
for service from the listed archives must be specific and all services rendered are 
charged”; and that information from the remaining countries are being procured 
and will be sent to the Commission as soon as received. 

(b) The Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has 
been requested by Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(IV)/599 
dated March 21, 2003 to kindly send immediately a copy of the reply received by 
the Indian Mission, Turkmenistan which was not received along with the d o. letter 
No,25/4/NGO-VoUX(I) dated 28.02.2003 as stated therein. He was also requested 

\ to kindly ask the Indian Mission in Belarus to inquire locally and report 
\i ni mediately whether any documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose are 
available in the Archives in Belerus and Lithuania. He was further requested to 
kindly ask the Indian Missions in Ukraine, Turkmenistan, Armenia, and Georgia to 
make local inquiries and report immediately as to whether any documents relating 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and relevant to the inquiry of the Commission are 
available in the Archives of those countries. 

(c) The Commission has also written on March 21, 2003 to the Director, National 
Museum of History of the Great Patriotic War, 1941-45, Archives of Ukraine, the 
Director, Central State Historical Archives of Ukraine, the Director General, 
Lithuanian State Archives System, the Director, Lithuanian State History Archive, 
the Director, Lithuanian Central State Archive ,the Director, Lithuanian New State 
Archive, the Director, Lithuanian Special Archive, and the Director, Lithuanian 
Literature and Arts Archives, as also to the Chairman, Committee for Control Over 
Archives and Documentation, Kazakhastan (through H.E. Ambassador of India in 
Kazakhastan) with a request to kindly favour this Commission with their reports on 
whether any documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose are available in 
their Archives and if so,to kindly furnish the particulars of such documents to this 
Commission as early as possible to facilitate its inquiry. The Lithuanian New State 


Archives has intimated that they do not have any documents concerning Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. . 
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The reports solicited from the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India, in Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(IV)/446 dated 
December 5, 2002 on the outcome of further inquiry pursuant to the communication 
dated May 8, 2001 of Shri Harish K. Jain, Consul, St. Petersburg, addressed to the 
Embassy of India, Moscow, a copy of which was enclosed with the d.o. letter No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII dated October 31, 2002, is yet to be received. 
jJThe blood samples of Shri Subrata Bose and Shri Dwaraka Nath Bose, who are sons of 
the cider brothers of Netaji, as also of Shri Sadhan Kar, who is a descendent from the 
maternal lineage of Netaji, were collected by the Commission on 04.03.2003 and on that 
very day, an authorised officer of the Commission went to Hyderabad and deposited them 
with the Centre for D.N.A. Fingerprinting and Diagonistics, Hyderabad along with seven 
teeth found amongst the belongings allegedly of ‘Gumnami Baba’ of Faizabad, for 
D.N.A. tests. 

The Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, was requested by the 
Commission's registered letter No.JMCI/CPDC/2000/432 dated November 27, 2002 to 
kindly persuade the Government of Japan to get from the Government of Taiwan the 
original Register of Cremation Permits for the period from 18.08,1945 to 21.08. 1945, the 
original application for Cremation Permit allegedly filed on 18.05.1945 in the name of 
Chandra Bose or Subhas Chandra Bose, the original application for Cremation Permit, if 
any, fifed on 18,08,1945 or 19.08.1945 in the name of Ichiro Okura, the original Death 
Certificate allegedly issued in the name of Subhas Chandra Bose and the original Death 
Certificate, if any, in the name of Ichiro Okura. A copy of the said letter along with 
copies of the enclosures thereto were also sent to the Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, on November 27, 2002 by Registered Post. The 
Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India in their d.o. letter dated 1 1.02.2003 received 
by the Commission on 24.02.2003 has stated, inter alia, that the matter is under reference 
to the authorities concerned in Japan and that the Ministry “shall revert as soon as a 
response is received from the Japanese authorities”. Further development in the matter 
is still awaited. 


9. The Commission has been persistently asking the Ministry of Defence, Government of 

India for (heir affidavit on existence/non-existence/availability/non-availability, etc. of 
the complete records of the proceedings of the trial of the I N. A, personnel. But no such 
affidavit has been filed by the Ministry of Defence as yet. They have also not slated 
categorically that all the files of the Ministry of Defence on INA/Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose were sent to the History Division of the Ministry of Defence; that the History 
Division of the Ministry of Defence transferred all those files to the National Archives of 
India on 26 ln August, 1997 and that none of the files on INA/Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose is presently available with any of the Offices/Divisions/Authorities under the 
Ministry of Defence, Government of India. The Deputy Director, Ministry of Defence 
(History Division), Government of India has, however, stated in his letter 

No.2191/NIC/H/99 dated February' 25, 2003 that all fdes pertaining to INA which were 
held by the History Division of the Ministry of Defence were transferred by them to the 
National Archives of India. In reply to the Commission’s letter 

No.JMCI/Stat.Rep./Compliance/2003/87/584 dated March 6, 2003, the Deputy Director 
of Archives, Government of India in his d.o. letter dated March 24, 2003 received by the 
Commission on 31.03.2003 has stated that “there are about 15 files which relate to trial/ 
court-martial proceedings of I N. A. personnel” and has furnished a list of the said 15 
files. 

10. On being requested by the Commission, the Indian Embassy in Japan agreed on 
December 27. 2002 to solicit the services of an expert to re-examine the bones allegedly 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoji temple “to seek his opinion on whether 
any material exists from which D.N.A. test may be isolated for the purposes of a D.N.A. 
test,” A reminder was sent to the said Indian Embassy by FAX on 11.03.2003. By 
Commission’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/590 dated 13.03.2003 the Secretary, 
Ministry of External Affairs was requested to take necessary action so that the 
Commission receives the opinion of a competent expert immediately on whether any 
material exists in the mortal remains allegedly of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept at the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan from which D.N.A. may be isolated for the purposes of D.N.A, 
tests, as called for by the Commission from the Embassy of India in Tokyo. Shri Biren 
Nanda. Charge d’ Affairs of the Embassy of India in Tokyo in his communication dated 
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27,12.2002 (sic) sent by FAX and received by the Commission on 27.03.2003 has 
requested the Commission to correspond directly with the Ministry of External Affairs in 
New Del hi on this matter. 
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No. 1/1 2014/1 3/2000-IS(V) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


sf I'-v |w. 


v V 


To 


New Delhi dt 31 3.03 



The Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

'B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkatta 700087 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to your letter No.JMCj/25/2000/487 
and J MCI/25/2000/525 dated 30.1 £02 and 30.T03 regarding 
copies of the reports prepared by Sh.H.K. Ray and Sh.K.P. De 
as mentioned in para 4 of the Affidavit of Dr.Tilak Raj Sareen 
and to say that factual position has already been communicated 
to the Commission vide this Ministry’s letter of even number 
dt.4.2.03 that no such report is available with IB (copy enclosed). 





Yours faithfully, 



DIRECTORfIS-ll) 





*IK<T W«=bR 

ON INDIA GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


No. JMCl/Stat.Rept./99-2000/33A(VOl.IT)/626( 

D ated : 02.04.2003 . 

REGISTERED WITH A/D. 




Justice Mukherjee Commissioa of 
Icqutry for Inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of 
N'cr.aji Sub has Ch — ° — 

1 1A, Mirza Galib 

Block ‘W, Calcutta— 700087 


The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 

North B lock , 

New Delhi -11 0001. 
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No.I/1 201 4/1 3/2000-ISD-V 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


Dated: 13 th May, 2003 


NOTICE FOR MEETING 

Sub: DNA Testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji lying in Rankoji 
T ample, Tokyo, Japan - regarding 


Shri A.K. Bhandari, Special Secretary (JSK) Ministry of Home Affairs 
will take a meeting at 1 1 A.M. on Tuesday the 20 th May, 2003 in his chamber 
(Room No. 118), North Block, New Delhi to discuss the subject noted above. 

2. Please make it convenient to attend the meeting. 




To: 



(U.K^KALRA.) 
'DIRECTOR (S) 


1 ) Sh. L.C. Amamathan, Director General (BPR&D), 
Block No. 1 1 , 4 th Floor, CGO Complex, Lodhi Rd. 
New Delhi 

■ 2) Dr. Sukumar Sarkar, Director General, 

National Archives of India, Janpath, New Delhi. 
T.No. 3383436 

3) Sh. Vijay Gokhale, Jt. Secy (C&V), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

NewDelhi. 




4) Joint Director, 
I.B., New Delhi 


C.Cto: 

I. P.S to S.S.(JKA) 'Y 



Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


•s 



Dated: 20 lh May, 2003 


* 


In the meeting proposed to be held in the chamber of S.S(JKS), the following 
decisions is required to be taken: 

i. To ascertain the feasibility of DNA Test of the mortals remains lying in 
Rankoji Tamples, Japan. 

ii. To get necessary anthropological evaluation and necessary tests for taking 
the next step of DNA Test. 

iii. Whether Japani experts can be associated with Indian experts. 

iv. Whether Indian experts can be deputed to Japan to examine the first point 
referred to above. 

v. After ascertaining the feasibility of DNA Test, if the result is in positive 
then a decision has to be taken at high level whether DNA Test is allowed 
or not. 

In case it is allowed then what would be the parameters? Whether blood 
samples obtained from two sons of the elder brother of Netaji and one of 
the decedents belonging to the maternal linege of Netaji can be considered 
exact parameters for DNA Test. (Expert views required) 

vi. In case the result of feasibility of DNA Test comes in negative then there 
will be no objection for allowing the Commission for proceedings further 
in the matter of DNA Test. 
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D.O.F.No.I/120I4/13/2000-IS-D-V(VoUV) 


RAKESH 

s 


Dated: the 16 ,h June, 2003 


Dear Shri Gokhale, 

Please refer to your D.O. Letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated 6 th February, 2003 
regarding the question of conducting DNA test on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in Renkoji temple, Tokyo. 

2. The matter has been considered in this Ministry and it is suggested that MEA may 
depute an Indian DNA expert to Japan for examination of the remains in association with the 
identified Japanese expert to determine whether they can be subjected to DNA test as desired 
by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. Further, necessary formalities for 
reopening of the casket may be observed in consultation with the Chief Priest, Reverend 
Mochizuki. 


Yours sincerely, 



( RAKESH ) 

Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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J|U|rN REPUBLIC 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Joint Secretary [CNVJ 





No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX 

Dear Shri Rakesh 


June 24, 2003 



Please refer to your DO No.l/12014/13/2000-IS-D-V (Vol. IV) dated 16 th 
June 2003 regarding the question of conducting DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Renkoji temple, Tokyo. 

2. As you are aware, the subject matter of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry concerns primarily the MHA. The role of the MEA is that of a facilitator to 
make arrangements for the commission to conduct enquiries abroad or search for 
documents abroad. Therefore, the decision as to whether the alleged remains of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose kept at the Renkoji Temple in Japan is to be subjected to DNA 
analysis, t he manner in whiplj. it is to be done , t he selection g^an appropriate DN A f 
expert and t he entire^rocesf involved is a policy decision that is not within the l 
purview of this Ministry. Once MHA have taken the decision to subject the remains 
to DNA testing and selected the experts, MEA could take further action in facilitating 
their visit to Japan in so far as liaison with the local government, the Renkoji Temple 
authorities, etc,, are concerned. 


Yours sincerely. 


{ Vijay Gokhale) 



Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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Fax : 

0091 - 033 - 2252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Phone: 

Chairman — 2252-2S3S 
Secretary - 2252-2767 
Officer on 

Special Duty — 2252-2765 
Office ' — 2252-2766/68 

e-mail : 

jmcinscbf§)cal . 3 , vsnl net. in 


No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/14 


April 10, 2003 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary. 


To 

The Secretary to the Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 

North Block, 

New Delhi-110001 


Minis*rv of Heme affaire 
S f / r ! e vv C e!t)i 


B ; Spee d Post 


1 7 An ?0G3 


of d a 

tfo .. 


Ml} iu. 


0 
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Sub: Feasibility of the proposed DNA Test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, kept in the Renkoji 
temple in Japan, for establishing real identity of the deceased. 



Ref: D O. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol,IX dated March 26, 2003 addressed 
to the undersigned by Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India. 




\ I am directed to invite your attention to the above-quoted d o letter dated March 26, 
'Ip 2003 (copy enclosed) and also the letters noted below (copies enclosed) which are self- 
speaking and will enable you to appreciate the backdrop of the former. 



Report dated 12/18. 1 1.2002 of Shri C. Rajsekhar, First Secretary, and 
Mr. T. Armstrung Changsan, Second Secretary, Embassy of India, 
Japan 

DO. letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/23/83/443 dated 05,12.2002 
addressed to Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad. 

D.O. letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/444 dated 05.12.2002 
addressed to Dr. S. E Hasnain, Director, Centre for DNA 
Fingerprinting and Diagnostics. 

D.O. letter no. DCCMB/34 dated 10.12.2003, in reply to the SI. No. 2 
above, from Dr Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB, Hyderabad. 


y 5. Letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/8 3/469 dated 1 7. 12.2002 addressed to 
Prof, Dr. Svanto Paabo, Director, Department of Genetics, Max 
Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Inselstrasse 22, D- 
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04103, Leipzig, Germany. 

Letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/468 dated 17.12.2002 addressed to 
Mr. T. Armstrang Changsan, Second Secretary, Embassy of India in 
Japan, in reference to the report dated 12/18.11.2002 of the joint 
inspection of the contents of the casket allegedly containing the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose made by him 
and Shri C Rajsekhar (SI. No 1 at page 1). 

7. Letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/48 1 dated 26.12.2002 addressed to 
Shri Aseem Maharajan, Second Secretary, Embassy of India in Japan. 

8. Fax message dated 27.12.2002 from Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ 
Affairs, Embassy of India in Japan, in reference to the Commission’s 
letter dated 26. 12.2002 sent by Fax (SI. No. 7 at page 1 ). 

9. Fax message dated 30.12.2002 to Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ 
Affairs, Embassy of India in Japan, in reply to his Fax dated 
27.12 .2002 (SI.No. 8 at page 1). 

10. Letter dated 07.01.2003 from Mr. Svante Faabo, Director, Department 
of Genetics, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, 
lnselstrasse 22, D-04103, Leipzig, Germany in reply to (SI No 5 at 
page 1). 

1 1 Letter by e-mail to Mr. Terry Milton, Mitotyping Technologies, USA, 

~12 Letter by e-mail to Professor Sir Alec J. Jeffreys, Department of 
Genetics, University of Leicester, University Road, Leicester, UK. 

T3. Letter by e-mail dated from Mr. Terry Milton in reply to SI. No. 11 
above. 

T4. Reply to SI. No. 12 above by e-mail dated 22.01.2003 from Professor 
Sir Alec J. Jeffreys. 

-i$. Letter no. JMCI/ECJ/2002-2003/83/520 dated 27.01.2003 to the 

Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India. 

/ \6. Fax dated 11.03.2003 to Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ Affairs, 

Embassy of India in Japan, as a reminder. 

17 Letter no. EO/2002-2003/83/590 dated 13.03.2003 addressed to the 
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India 

r-T 8 Fax message from Shri Biren Nanda in reference to the Commission’s 
Fax dated 1 1.03.2003 at SI. No. 16 above) 


The enclosed correspondence on the subject of the feasibility of DNA test on the 
alleged mortal remains kept in the Renkoji temple are more than sufficient to show the 
endeavours made by the Commission in this regard since the receipt of the report of the joint 
inspection of the contents of the casket containing the alleged mortal remains and the 
photographs of the contents of the casket from the Embassy of India in Japan. Unfortunately, 
till now there is no tangible result and time is running out fast. 

In his Fax message dated 27.12.2002 (SI. No, 8 in the list of correspondence) Shri Biren 
Nanda, Charge d’ Affairs, Embassy of India in Japan, assured the Commission that the 
Embassy “shall immediately solicit the services of an expert to re-examine the bones of the 
deceased at the Renkoji temple to seek his opinion on whether any material exists from which 
DNA may be isolated for the purposes of a DNA test”. Waiting in vain for a pretty long time 
for further communication from Shri Nanda, the Commission wrote to the Secretary, Ministry 
of External Affairs, requesting him to take necessary action to expedite the matter (vide letter 
dated 13.03.2003 at SI. No. 17). Ultimately, Shri Nanda sent a Fax message dated 27.03.2003 
(vide SI. No. 18) advising the Commission to “directly correspond with the Ministry of 
External Affairs in New Delhi on this matter”. In reply to the Commission’s letter dated 
13.03.2003 (vide SI. No. 17), Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, has informed that they have referred the matter to your Ministry, which is the nodal 
Ministry, and that they will revert to the Commission as soon as your advice is received (vide 
his d.o. letter no. 24/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated 26.03.2003 a copy which is an enclosure to this 
letter). 

In these circumstances, I am directed to request you to kindly extend all necessary help 
and assistance to the Commission in the matter of the proposed DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains in the Renkoji temple in Japan. 

The Directors of the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hydreabad, 
and the Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics were approached by the Commission 
for the purpose (vide letters at SI. Nos. 2 & 3 at page 1). In his reply dated 10.12.2002 (vide 
letter at SI. No. 4 at page 1), Dr, Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB, informed that laboratory facility 
for the proposed DNA test “does not exist in India.” As advised by him, the Commission wrote 
to Prof Dr. Svante Paabo, Department of Genetics, Max Department of Genetics, Max Planck 
Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (vide letter at SI. No. 5 at page 1). In his turn. Dr. 
Paabo advised the Commission to contact Mr. Tery Milton of Mitotyping Technologies, USA, 
and Prof. Sir Alec Jeffreys^ University of Leicester, UK (vide letter at SI. No. 10 at page 2). 
Copies of the letter written ,Mr. Terry Milton and Prof. Sir Alec Jeffreys in pursuance of the 
advice of Dr Svante Paabo are at SI. No. 1 1 and 12 at page 2. 

Prof. Sir Alec Jeffreys regretted his inability to assist the Commission in the matter 
(vide letter at SI. No. 12 at page 2). He, however, recommended the UK Forensic Science 
Service in Birmingham, one of the National Forensic Science laboratories. He also named Dr. 
Lalji Singh, Director of the CCMB, Hyderabad, as “one obvious contact”. It may be 
mentioned here that Prof Sir Jeffreys was written to after contacting Dr Lalji Singh, In the 
context of this letter of Prof Sir Jeffreys the Secretary of the Ministry of External Affairs was 
approached for help by the Commission (vide letter at SI. N. 15 at page2). 
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Only positive reply in the matter has been received from Mr. Terry Milton (vide letter 
at SI. No, 13 at page no. 2), but there is a precondition stipulated by him in the paragraphs 
and 6 of his letter received by e-mail This is “anthropological evaluation of the remains, 
including photography”. He has categorically written, tc We would like to receive the 
anthropologist’s report prior to proceeding”. 

The Commission is now_ in a fix as to how anthro pological eval uation and other 
necessary scientific tests of the alleged mortal remains kept in the Renkojftemple in Tapan 
shonhT^5e~3one for ascertaining the feasibility of DNA test on that mortal remains. I am, 
therefore, directecTtoTequest you To t aKe~hecessary action as early as possible to enable the 
Commission to get necessary anthropological evaluation and other necessary tests done for- 
taking the next step for DNA test on the alleged mortal remains. 

This matter may kindly be treated as extremely urgent. 



* Enclo : As stated 


Yours faithfully, 

(P.K, Sengupa) 
Secretary 


No. JMCI/EO/2002 -2003/83/1 


April 10, 2003 


Copy with a copy each of the enclosures is forwarded for information and necessary action to 
Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block, New Delhi- 11001. 


(P.K. Sens 
Secretary 


■ 



Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O.No. 25/4/NGO'Vol.lX 



TpntT’T REPUBLIC 







Dated March 26, 2003 


DearShri Sengupta, 


Please refer to your letter No. JMCI/EO/2Q02-2Q03/83/590 dated 
13.3.2003 regarding soliciting the services of an expert for examining the 
mortal remains kept at the Renkoji Temple. 


I would like to inform you that we have referred the matter for advice to 
the Ministry of Home Affairs in their capacity of the nodal Ministry. We will 
revert as soon as their decision/advice is received. 


\jU \ 


Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokhale) 


To 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
’B’ Block, (Third Floor), 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street. 

Kolkata 700 087 



r 



r * / * n 

4c M ^T iriTkfrr 

v rir ' , i t '-' s Embassy oflndia, 


^ ,#v 


Ut 




> 


*■'"■' r. < v 


jT^hi Jtf .1 


CONFIDENTIAL 


C. Rajasekhar 
First Secretary 

T. Armstrong Changsan 
Second Sec re tan' 


Respected Sir, 


Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chomo 
Chiyoda-ku. TOKYO 102- 

Tctex ; 2324830 INDEMB J 
Phone : (03) (3262) 239 I lo 97 
Fax : (03) (3234) 4806 
E-Mail : indombjp0gcl.co/n 


November 12, 2002 

7 ¥ 


As per your desire, we went on October 24, 2002 to the Rcnkoji 
Temple in Tokyo and opened the casket alleged to be containing the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose, The time was between 1530 to 1630 
hours, and the casket was opened in die presence of the Chief Priest of 
Renkqji Temple, Rev, Koshi Mochizuki and his wife. 

Photographs were taken during the process, and two sets containing 
eight photographs eacli are enclosed. Their description is as follows: 


Plate I: In the foreground is the casket wrapped in cloth, with the 

handwritten word “NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE”. Normally the 
casket is kept inside the shrine which can be seen in the background of the 
photograph. The shrine is enclosed in a glass cage. 


Plate 2: This reveals the contents of the wooden casket. There were 

pieces of what appeared to be bone fragments, greyish in colour. In addition, 
a bundle of brown paper containing something can be seen. 

Plated: Another view of the contents of the casket. Two of the flat 

pieces appear to be parts of the skull. 

v, Plate 4: The brown paper bundle contained what appeared to be teeth 

and other bone fragments. 

Plate 5: Another photo showing the contents of the brown paper bundle. 

Plate 6: A photo of the contents of the casket without the brown paper 

bundle. The contents from below were picked up and placed on top, and the 
picture shows what appears to be a portion of the jaw, with recesses where 
teeth might have been. 


Plate 7: Other contents of the box - more bone fragments. 


... - 
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Plate 8: (From L to R) First Secretary Mr. C. Rajasekhar, Renkoji 

Temple Chief Priest Rev. Koshi Moehizuki and Second Secretary Mr. 'I'. 


Armstrong Changsan, standing in front of the casket and the shrine. 
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A note was also recorded and left behind at the temple that we had 
opened the casket on October 24, 2002. 

Respectful regards. 


Yours faithfully, 

" T 



First Secretary 


j* 



(T. Armstrong Changsan) 
Second Secretary 


Hon'ble Justice M.K. Mukherjee, 

Chairman, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, 

1 1/A, Mirza Glial ib Street, 

Kolkata 700 097. 




(Former Principal Secretary 

to lltc Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission oflnquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India. Ministry of Home Affairs 

B' Block (3 rd floor). 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street. Kol kata-700087 



: 033-252-2X35. 2765/68 
Fax : 033)252-2765 

e-mail : 

jmcinscbo.caln.vsnt.nci.in 


D O. No. JM C I/EO/200 2-2003/83/443 


Dear Dr, Singh, 




December 05, 2002 
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1 am directed to write this letter to you seeking your valued opinion on a very 
important points relating to DNA Fingerprintin£Biagnostics. As advised by you in your 
d o. letter No.DCCMB/34 dated 14 October, 2(K)2, we have already taken up the matter 
of DNA tests of some specimens with Dr.Seyed E.Hasnain, Director, Centre for DNA 
Fingerprinting and Diagnostics. As you are one of the pioneer scientists in the field of 
DNA Fingerprinting Technology in India and have been instrumental in setting up the 
Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics. I am to seek your valued opinion on a 
point which is very vital for the present probe into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 


One of the points of enquiry before the Commission is whether the ashes kept in 
the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, Japan, are actually ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who allegedly died in an alleged plane-crash at Taihoku on 18 August, 1945. As you 
know, the alleged disappearance of Netaji is still shrouded in mystery and this 
Commission has been set up to resolve the mystery. 


At the request of the Commission during its recent visit to Japan, His Excellency 
the Indian Ambassador in Tokyo got the casket containing the alleged ashes of Netaji 
inspected by the First Secretary and the Second Secretary of the Indian Embassy. The 
Commission has received from the Indian Embassy the report of that inspection along 
with a few photographs of the contents ofj^asket kept in the Renkoji Temple, Japan. A 
copy of the report dated 12/18 November, 7002 is sent herewith. I would request you to 
kindly go through this report and give your valued opinion as to whether DNA tests of 
mortal remains in the casket kept in the Renkoji Temple, as revealed by the said report, is 
possible to establish the identity of the deceased to whom the mortal remains belonged. 
Your valued opinion on this point will be of great help to the Commission for taking 
further steps in the matter in order to come to a definite conclusion as to whether the said 
mortal remains are of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, as alleged. 


... 2 /- 
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l am to request you to kindly treat this matter as extremely urgent and send your 
views on t he points confidentially ds early as possible. 


Hxpectim* an early reply and with warm regards, 

fc- 

Yours si 


fP.K. Sengupta) 

Enel : As above. Secretary 




To 

Dr. La If i Singh 
Director 

Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology 
Uppa! Road 
1 iyderabad 500 007 


N* 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry imo the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India. Ministry of Home Affairs 

B' Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street. Kol kata-700087 



pr : 033-252-2835. 2765/68 
Fax : 033^252-2765 
e-mail : 


j mci nscbci;cal 3 . vsn 1. net. in 


D O. No. JMCI/ EO/2002-2003/83/444 


Dear Dr. Hasriain, 



You are perhaps aware that one of the points for enquiry before this Commission 
is whether the alleged ashes kept in a casket in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo are the 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, who allegedly died in an alleged plane-crash on IS 
August, 1945. At the request of the Commission, during its recent visit to Japan, His 
Excellency the Indian Ambassador in Japan got the contents of the casket in the Renkoji 
Temple, Japan, inspected by the First Secretary and the Second Secretary of the Indian 
Embassy in Japan. The Commission has recently received the report^bAne casket' along 
with a few photographs of the contents of the said casket. I am sending herewith a copy 
of the report dated 12/18 November, 2002. 


1 am to request you to kindly go through the enclosed report and give your valued 
opinion on the point as to whether it is possible to conduct DNA test of the mortal 
remains in the casket, as revealed by the report, in order to establish the identity of the 
deceased to whom the mortal remains belonged. If it is possible, the Commission may 
kindly be advised as to the nature of the specimens that may be necessary for conducting 
DNA tests of the said mortal remains to establish the identity of the deceased. 

This matter may kindly be treated as extremely urgent and confidential. I am to 
request you to kindly send confidentially your valued opinion as early as possible. 

Expecting an early reply and with warm regards. 

Yours' sincerely, 

Enel : As above. (P.K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 

To 
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CENTRE FOR CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
{Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 
Uppal Road, Hyderabad - 500 007, India 


1942-2002 



a» v 


Dr. Lai ji Singh 
Director 
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Dr. P K Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
‘B 1 Block (3 rd floor). 1 LA 
Mirza Ghalib Street 
Koikata - 700 087 


Dear Dr. Sengupta, 
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Please refer to your D.O.Ltr.No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/443, dated December 05, 2002 seeking 
my valued opinion relating to DNA Fingerprinting in the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. I have gone through the enclosed Xerox copy of the letter describing the content 
of the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the casket kept at the Renkoji Temple 
in Tokyo. It appears there are small pieces which appeared to be pieces of bones) What is not 
clear whether these pieces are collected from the burnt debris? I f these are collected from the 
burnt ashes then it will not be possible to isolate DNA from this . DNA would have been 
completely destroyed. However, if these^are~remains of bones {not burnt bone), then presence 
of DNA is expected which may be in degraded form but still usable for establishing identity) For 
doing this, one needs a very special facility which is used for the study of anc ient DNA t o ensu re 
that there is no contamination from the labor ato ry wh ile doing the tes t. Suc h laborator y f acilit y 
' does not exist in India. In CCMB, we are in the process^orCTeating one foTwhich we" have 
recentlyTecelved a grant from the Department of Biotechnology. However, it will take some time 
before the facility is ready. There is one labo ratory in Germ any. (Address and Contact Person: 
Prof. Dr. Svante Paabo, Director, Department of Genetics, Max Planck institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology, Inselstrasse 22, D-04103, Leipzig, Germany, Tel. No. 00-49-341-9952-301; Fax 
No. 00-49-34 1-S952-555; Email: paabo@eva.mpq.de ). w hich is a pioneer in ancient DNA st udy. 
They have a ful l-fledged facility. They may be approached to undertake this study. However, 
before we undertake the study, we have to ensure the following: 


: (OH) : 7160789 
Telephone : EPABX : 7160222 - 41 

(Res) : 71 60SS5. 7160556 


'JTSTT Inlemaliona! : +91-40-7160252,7160591,7160311 ? 

Fax India : (MO-7160252, 7160591. 7160311 E-mail 

Y7e bsite : 'it.yw.cc mb. res. i n HIT 


: lafjHS ccmb res in 
: laiji^ccmb.ros in 


Telegram: Biocentre 



CENTRE FOR CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOL 



1 . The remains of the bone pieces are not burnt 

^ . — * — — " ' ' ’ f 

2. There is blood sample available from Netaji’s relations particularly from the female 
descendants of his maternal side i.e. his sjater o r his siste r’s c hildr en who would have inherited 
mitochondrial DNA from his mother. Since mitochondriaFTiNA is Inherited only from maternal 
side, these will be very good for establishing relatedness by DNA sequence comparison, if we 
are able to isolate DNA successfully, we could also use y-DNA comparison from his or his 
brother's sons and their descendants. Thus blood samples have to be made available. 

t However, before we venture through all these, one has to ensure successful isolation of DNA 
from the remains of the bones. I hope you will find this Information useful. I will bsTdelighleci to 
answer any question or extenddaniTpossible help within my capabilities to help you. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

* . j 

u- S'm— 

1 ;:/ ’ 

[ Lalji Singh ] 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

t» l tic Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjcc Commission oflnquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Cliandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

8* Block (3 ,[i floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

D.O. No, JMCI/ EO/2 002-2003/8.1/469 


: 0.13 -25 2-2 83 5, 2765/68 
Fax : 033-252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmeinscbr; cal3.vsnl.net. in 


December 17, 2002 


To 

Prof. Dr. Svante Paabo 
Director 

Department of Genetics 

Max Ptanck Institute for Evolutionary' Anthropology 
Inselstrasse 22, D-04103 
Lieipzig, Germany. 

Sir, 


This Commission has been set up by the Government of India for inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Though some people claim that he 
died in an alleged plane crash at Taihoku on August !8, 1945, still his alleged 
disappearance is shrouded in mystery. After his alleged death he was allegedly cremated 
in a crematorium at Taihoku and his alleged ashes were preserved in the Renkoji Temple 
in Japan. The points of inquiry before the Commission include, inter-alia, the following: - 

1 ) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in the alleged plane crash ; 

2) Whether the alleged ashes kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan are the 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose ; 


For a thorough and scientific probe into the aforesaid two points of inquiry the 
Commission wants to know the feasibility of DNA test of the alleged ashes kept in the 
Renkoji Temple. A recent inspection of the casket allegedly containing the ashes of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has revealed that the casket kept in the Temple appears to 
contain: - 


aj Some pieces of bone fragments, greenish in colour; 

b) Two flat pieces appearing to be parts of the skull, 

c) A brown paper bundle containing what appears to be teeth and oilier bone 
fragments ; 

d) A thing what appears to be a portion of the jaw with recesses where teeth 
might have been; 

e) More bone fragments; 




The Commission now wants to know whether it is feasible to conduct DNA tost of the 
aforesaid mortal remains in order to find out the identity of the deceased. You have been 
referred to the Commission by Dr.Lalji Singh. Director of the Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology. Hyderabad, India. 1 am enclosing a copy of the letter of Dr. Lalji 
Singh which will speak lor itself. 


1 am to request you to kindly let the Commission know about the feasibility of DNA 
test of the aforesaid mortal remains for establishing the identity of the deceased. If it is 
feasible, the Commission may kindly be informed of the procedure to be followed, steps 
to be taken and the costs of the DNA test payable by the Commission. 


An early reply will be highly appreciated. 


With regards. 


* 


Yours Sincere! 


(P,K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 
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JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
For Inquiry Intothe Alleged Disappearance c* 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Chair mart — 252-2035 

Stcr* tary ** 252-2767 


Special Du ry - 252 - 2 7 05 
Qftc* ' ~ 252 - 2706/66 
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December 17, 2002 


I roil! : Slit i R.K. Scngujita, 
Secretary. 


Con ft tie ii l i;t I 


To 

Mr. I .Armstrong Changsnn 

Second Secretary 

Embassy oT India 

2-1 1 Kudou - Miuami 2 - Chome 

Chiyodo-Ku 

Tokyo - 120 007 

Japan 


Kc|i: The Joint Inspection Report dt; 12/18 November, 2UU2 of you and Shri 
Raj Sekhar, the then First Secretary in the Embassy of India in Japan, 
regarding the contents of the casket alleged to be containing the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Renkoji Temple, 
Japan. 


Dear Sir, 


i am directed to request you to kindly refer to the above-quoted report dt; 12/18 
November, 2002 and the photographs sent along with that report. 

A copy of your above-quoted report was sent to the Director of the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, India, with the request to let the Commission 
know whether DNA test could be conducted on the bones, which the casket in Renkoji 
Temple appeared to contain during your joint inspection, in order to ascertain the identity 
of the deceased to whom the bones belonged. In reply to that letter of the Commission, Dr 
Lalji Singh, Director, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, India, has 
informed that, if these bones were collected from the burnt ashes, then it would not be 
possible to isolate DNA from the bones for the purpose of conducting the DNA test. The 
relevant portion ofthe letter of Dr. Lalji Singh is reproduced below; - 

“What is not clear whether tiicse pieces are collected from the burnt debris? IF these 
arc collected from the burnt ashes then it will not be possible to isolate DNA from 


ih is ONA would have been completely destroyed. However, if these arc remains of 
4 bones (not burnt bone), then presence of DNA is expected which may be in degraded 

( hu nt but still usable for establishing identity.” 

V 

In this perspective, 1 am to request you to kindly let the Commission know whether 

V 

the bones which you had seen and got photographed during the joint inspection of the 
casket in the Renkoji Temple, Japan, by you and Shri Raj Sekhar are remains of burnt bones 
or pieces of unburnt bones. 

''’our reply on this point is urgently necessary' for proceeding further in the matter. 
This may therefore be kindly treated as extremely urgent. 

Thanking you, 

m 

Secretary 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission oe Inquiry Plume: 


;> • 


'ax . 

(WUfty-2 52-276 > 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street. Kolkata 700 087 


O S ** 


Chairman — 252-2635 r 7 t s j 'J. 

Secretary — 252-2767 r .l, 3- 

Officer an . ^ 

SpectatOuty ~ 252-2765 X V 

Office - 252-27 

e-mail : 

j me i nsclvu ca 1 , 3 , vsn I . net . in 

December 26, 2002 


Confidential 


& No. J MC 1/120/2002-2003/83/48 1 

From ; Shri P.K. Scn<;ij|>ta, 

Secretary. 

To 

Shri Aseem R. Mahajan, 

Second Secretary, 

Embassy of India 

2- 1 1 Kiidon - Minami 2 — Chonie 

Chiyodo-Ku 

Tokyo -102-0074 

.Japan 

RcgtThe Joint Inspection of the contents of the Casket alleged to be 
containing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in the Renkoji temple, Japan. 

\ 

Ref : D.O. letter No. TOK/1 02/03/2001 dated December 19, 2002 of Shri Aseem 
R. Mahajan, Second Secretary of the Embassy of India in Tokyo 
addressed to the Secretary of the Commission in reply to my letter no. 
J M Cf/F Q/2002-2003/83/468 dated 17.12,2002 . 

Sir, 

Inviting your notice to the above, I am directed to request you to kindly send the 
report asked for in my above-quoted letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/468 dated 
17 12.2002 after getting the contents of the Casket, alleged to be containing the alleged 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in the Renkoji temple, Japan, examined 
afresh preferably by or in collaboration with a competent expert, since the required report is 
likely to be the basis for deciding whether or not the Government of India should be 
approached for bringing those ashes (mortal remains) to India for subjecting them to DNA 
> test. For ready reference, a copy of my letter no. JMCI/EO/2002 -2003/83/468 dated 
1 7. 1 2.2002 is enclosed. 



Enclo : one 
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Fax: 81 



-3234-4866 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 

Embassy of India, 

2-11. Kudan-Minami 2-Chome. 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 

Phone: 8 i -3-3262-2391 
E-Mail: d6m@indeinbjp.org 



To 

Justice Mukherjee ! 

Commission of Inquiry 

Fax No. 

033-252-2765 

For 

Shri PK Sengupta 
Secretaiy 

From 

■ Biren Nanda, 

Charge d' Affaires 

Rptd 


Date 

December 27, 2002 

No. 


Total No. 
of pages 



Reference your fax of December 26, 2002. As conveyed to the llon’ble 
Commission by Second Secretary' Aseem Mahajan in response to your fax of 
Decern"’ ' 2002, botli Second Secretary' Armstrong and First Secretary 
Rajas, nave departed for postings in the Embassies of India in Lagos, 
\iger ; a and the Port of Spain in Guyana respectively. 


The Embassy shall immediately solicit the services of an expert to re- 
1 xamine Ow bones oT the deceased at the Renkoji Temple to seek his opinion mi 
1 . hethc. material exists from which DNA may be isolated for the purposes of 
Ha DNA test. 

, litis pi i ~es$ however may take some time and would involve ccrta<*- 

I ex- ‘nre. We shall be reverting to the Hon’ble Comm. don for permission to 
it: Jce the necessary expenditure after making local enquiries. 



MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 





Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone: 

Chairman — 252-2035 
Secretary — 252-2767 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office ' - 252-2766/68 


c-ma i I j mcinscb a ca 1 3 .vsiil neUn 


Fax : 033 252-2705 


To 

Embassy in India in Japan 

Fax No. 

81-3-3234-4866 

For 

Shri Biren Nanda, 

Charg'd’ Affaires 

From 

P K. Sengupta, Secretary 

Rptd 


Date 

30.12,2002 

No. 


Total No. of 
pages 



Thanks for your fax message dated December 27, 2002 in reply to my fax of December 17, 
2002 regarding examination of the mortal remains kept at the Renkoji Temple in Japan with 
the help of a competent expert to ascertain whether DNA may be isolated from the said 
mortal remains for the purposes of DNA test. I am to say that your prompt reply tends to 
show that you have fully appreciated the importance and urgency of the matter, 


1 am, therefore, to request you to kindly expedite the re-examination of the said mortal 
remains and send the report of the re-examination to the Commission as early as possible. 


Warm regards, 



(P.K.Sengupta) 


f Max-Planck-Institut 

i 

"fiir evolutionare Antfiropologie 


Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology 
Department of Evolutionary Genetics 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
Attn: Pradyot Kumar Sengupta 
*B' Block (3 rJ floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Kolkata - 7000S7 


TVI.: * +49.(0)34 1 / 9952*50 1 
Fan: *+49-<0p4 1/9952-556 


Svante Pita bo 


Indien 



7 January 2003 


Dear Mr. Sengupta, 


Thank you for your letter. The chance to retrieve usable DNA from burnt bones depends to a 
large extent on how thoroughly the bones were burnt and at what temperature. Also, the 
success of a project like this would of course depend on having reliable reference samples 
from the person him- or herself or from close relatives. Overall, my guess would be that the 
chances of success are quite limited. 

We ourselves are not in a position to perform service work. There is a number of companies 
in the United States that perform such work. I know that one of these companies with which 
Professor Mark Stoneking who now works with us here was previously associated is: 
Mitotyping Technologies. The e-mail address of the contact person Terry Melton is 

„ and their website is ' mi-'W-.ping unn. 

This company, or another one, would be my first advice to you. Another alternative would be 
to try to contact for example Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys at the University of Leicester 
Institute of Genetics who has performed identification work of important personalities in the 
past. However, I do not know if he is in a position to take on this case. 

I hope this is of some help to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


Svante Paabo, Ph D,, Drs, he. 

Professor of Genetics and Evolutionary' Biology 
Director, MPI-EVA 


Inselstrasse 22 Tel : ++49 (0)341/9952 0 infoQeva mp 8 de 


C From: 

JMCI <jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.m> 

To: 

<twm1D7@mUotyping,com> 

Cc: 

<paabo@eva.mpg.de> 

Sent: 

Tuesday. January 21, 2003 5:25 PM 

Subject: 

A To 

DNA tests on Mortal remains 



Mr. Terry Milton, 
Mitotyping Technologies, 



USA 
Dear Sir, 

This Commission has been set up by the Government of India for inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Through some people claim that he died in an alleged 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945, still his alleged disappearance is shrouded in mystery. 
After his alleged death he was allegedly cremated in a crematorium at Taihoku and his alleged ashes 
were preserved in the Rcnkoji Temple in Japan. The points of inquiry before then Commission include, 
' /jftcr-alia, the following > 


! . Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in the alleged plane crash, 

2. Whether the alleged ashes kept in the Rcnkoji Temple in Japan are ashes of Nctaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose; 


A recent inspection of the casket allegedly containing the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has 
reveled that the casket, which is lying in the Rcnkoji Tempe in Japan, appears to contain; 


a. Some pieces of bone fragments greenish in colour; 

b. Two flat pieces appearing to be parts of the skull, 

c. A brown paper bundle containing what appears to be teeth and other bone fragments; 

d. A tiling what appear to be a portion of the jaw with recesses where teeth might have been; 
c. More bone fragments; 

For a through and scientific probe into the points of inquiry, the Commission wants to get DNA tests 
done on the mortal remains in the casket kept in the Renkoji Temple in order to establish the identity 
of the deceased to whom the mortal remains belonged. Now the question is whether DNA tests can be 
conducted on the said mortal remains for the purpose indicated above if blood samples arc made 
available from both paternal and maternal lineages of Subhas Chandra Bose. In other words, the 
Commission wants to know about the feasibility of DNA tests on the mortal remains for the purpose 


1/21/03 


- 



. Establishing the identity of' deceased. Dr. Svante Paabo of the Max-Planck-lnstitut fur evolutionarc 


Anthropologic of Licpzig, Germany, was approached by the Commission with a request to let the 
'Commission know whether it was feasible to conduct DNA tests on the mortal remains in the casket in 
the Kenkoji Temple for establishing the identity of the deceased. He referred us to you and furnished 
us with your email address. 


Lam, therefore, to request you to kindly let the Commission know whether it is feasible to conduct 
TJNA test on the aforesaid mortal remains for establishing the identity of the deceased, assuming that 
blood samples from his relatives both on the paternal side and the material side will be available. 

If it is feasible, the Commission may be informed of the procedure to be followed, steps to be taken 
and the costs of the DNA tests payable by the Commission. 


An early reply w ill be highly appreciated. 
With regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


m 

P. K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Muklierjec Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Siubhas Chandrta 
Bose, 1 1 A Mirza Galib Street, 3 rci Floor, Kolkata-700087, Tel-Fax no. 91-33-2252-2765 




i 


1/21/03 





. 3 * 

thank you for your enwuiry conceniing the very important case of Chandra Bose. I am afraid that I 
cannot be of assistance in this matter - my laboratory' has not been involved directly in forensic DNA 
analysis for 10 years and we are neither equipped nor accredited for this type of investigation. 

Instead, I would strongly recommend that you contact one of 

the n ational forensic service laboratories, for example the UK Forensic Sci ence Service in 
B irmingh am, who arc fully tooled up to perform the complex analysts required in this case. It might 
also be worth exploring options in India - one obvious contact would be Dr Lalji Singh, director of 
the CCMT in Hyderabad. ' ~ 

r 

Finally, 1 would note that DNA typing would be impossible on ashes, and may 

well prove impossible on the additional bone samples if they have been subjected to high temperatures. 

Even if they have not been heated, success is still not guaranteed. In this type of analysis, one has to be 

pragmatic, 

seeing whether any human DNA can be recovered - if no DNA is recoverable, then typing cannot be 
performed. 

Please accept my sincere apologies for not be able to be of assistance. 

Regards 
Alec Jeffreys 


****%^*********** ************************ ifr********************** ****** 

Prof, Sir Alec Jeffreys 
Department of Genetics 
University of Leicester 
Leicester LEI 7RH 
UK 

tel. (+44) 116 252 3435 
fax (4 44) 116 252 3378 
email. ' 

********************************************************************** 

—On Wednesday, January 22, 2003 2:51 pm +0530 JMCI <jmcinsch Acal3 \miI net in> wrote: 


> To 


1/24/03 


-I , 




?* 

* JMCI 


From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Sent: 

* Subject: 


JMC! <jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net,in> 

<ajj@leicesler.ac.uk> 

<paabo@eva.mpg.de> 

Wednesday, January 22, 2003 2:51 PM 
DNA tests on Mortal remains 


Professor Sir Alec J. Jeffreys 
Department of Genetics, 

University of Leicester, 

University Road, Leicester LEI 7RH, 
United Kingdom 


i l \ti — 
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Sir, 

y* T his Commission has been set up by the Government of India for inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Though some people claim that he died in an alleged 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945, still his alleged disappearance is shrouded in mystery. 
After his alleged death he was allegedly cremated in a crematorium at Taihoku and his alleged ashes 
were preserved in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. The points of inquiry before this Commission include, 
intcr-alia, the following 

1 . Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in the alleged plane crash, 

2. Whether the alleged ashes kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan are ashes of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose; 

A recent inspection of the casket allegedly containing the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has 
revealed that the casket, which is lying in the Renkoji Tcinpe in Japan, appears to contain; 

a. Some pieces of bone fragments greenish in colour; 

b. Two Hat pieces appearing to be parts of the skull; 

c. A brown paper bundle containing what appears to be teeth and other bone fragments; 

d. A thing what appears to be a portion of the jaw with recesses where teeth might have been; 

e. More bone fragments; 

for a thorough and scientific probe into the points of inquiry’, the Commission wants to get DNA tests 
done on the mortal remains in the casket kept in the Renkoji Temple in order to establish the identity 
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From: Terry Melton <twm107@mitotyping.corn> 

To: JMCI <jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in> 

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 7:44 PM 

Subject: Re: DNA tests on Mortal remains 


S 



Wc would be pleased to attempt mitochondrial DNA analysis of the remains to which you refer. This 
test would make a comparison between the skeletal fragments a nd the maternal linea ge of the 
individual in question. 

Our experience is that cremated remains are very unlikely to give a DNA profile. Having said that, wc 
agree to test them if recognizable teeth or other anatomically identifiable parts remain. The analysis, 
besides being a standard forensic mitochondrial DNA test, includes an attempt to recover degraded 
DNA if that is necessary. 

The cost for the test is $2.500 USD per samp le. If no DNA is recovered, we reduce the fee to $1,000 
per sample. It would be advisable for you to decide how many attempts you would like to make, for 
example, how many times you want us to try (how many samples) before stopping. We don’t 
generally make more than two or three attempts in any case. 




if the test successfully recovers DNA, we would need a reference sa mple (bl ood or cheek swa b) from 
a maternally related individual for comparison. This sample would c ost 51.500 USD . 

We recommend a thorough anthropological evaluation of the remain s, including photography. The 
examiners of the remains should refrain from excessive handling of the remains, and should wear 
sterile and frequently-changed gloves during the evaluation. If the remains are at all moist, they 
should be stored in the freezer prior to DNA analysis. 

We would like l o r eceive the anthropologist's report prior to proceedin g From this report, wc will 
suggest the remains to be tested in our lab. 

Please let me know if you have other questions. 

Terry Melton 




At 05:25 PM 1/21/2003 +0530, you wrote: 


To 


Mr. Terry Milton, 


Mitotyping Technologies, 


USA 


1/22/03 


Dear Mr Senguplu 

, # 


Sent: Wednesday, January- 22, 2003 3:21 PM 

Subject: Re: DNA tests on Mortal remains 


3 ** 

/•Torn: Alee Jeffreys < ajj@feicester.ac.uk> 


JMCk 


JMCI <jmcmscb@dal3.vsnl. net. in> 



thank you for your cnwuiry concerning the very important case of Cliandra Bose. 1 am afraid that I 
cannot be of assistance in this matter - my laboratory has not been involved directly in forensic DNA 
analysis for 10 years and wc arc neither equipped nor accredited for this type of investigation. 
Instead, 1 would strongly recommend that you contact one of 

the n ational forensic service laboratories, for example the UK Forensic S cience Service in 
B irmingh am, who are fully tooled up to perform the complex analysis required in this case. It might 
also he worth exploring options in India - one obvious contact would be Dr Lalji Singh, director of 


the CCMT in I lyderabad. 


finally, l would note that DNA typing would be impossible on ashes, and may 


well prove impossible on the additional bone samples if they have been subjected to high temperatures, 


liven if they have not been heated, success is still not guaranteed. In this type of analysis, one has to be 
pragmatic, 

seeing whether any human DNA can be recovered - if no DNA is recoverable, then typing cannot be 
pet 



* Please accept my sincere apologies for not be able to be of assistance. 

Regards 
Alee JciVrcys 

+*** *+*+********++*****+#*#*++***+**#*******+** *********************** 

Prof. Sir Alee Jell revs 
Department of Genetics 
University of Leicester 


Leicester Uii 7RII 

UK 

lei (-M4) 1 16 252 3435 
fax (f44) I 16 252 337S 
email: ■ " 


* + ++ + *** ******* *.*t***»*************************************f****4***** 
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f-'ux ; 01)6 1 -033-252-2765 


— *“* IS" 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For? INQUIRY InTQ TMC Alt s:c-r ; 0 DiSxVPLARANCE OF 


Nftaji Sum ias Chandra Bose. 
l I3’ Block. (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street. Ko Ikata 700 087 



Chairman 
StiWttry 
Officer on 

Sp i v w/ / J n - 252-2705. 

O&k -252-27CC/M- 

e-mail : imcin%d>'<u'ul.3.vsnl.ncl.iri 


NO. JMCl/SO/2002-03/83/520. 

4% 


Jvolkata, dated, 27.01,2003. 
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From ;t Shri P.K. Sengupta* 

Secretary 

To t The Secretary* 

Ministry of External Affairs* 
Government of India* 1 
South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


S i r* 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of the 
communication dated January 22* 2003. made by the 
Commission with prof, sir Alec Jeffreys, Department 
c£ Genetics* University of Leicester* UK and his 
repiy dated January 22* 2003 thereto, both sent by 
a. Mail and to request you to kindly obtain nantes* 
addresses* e .Mail addresses* Fax Nos* etc. of the 
National Forensic Service Laboratories in UK through 
the Indian High Commission In UK and send those to 
the Commission immediately. 




Yours faithfully, 

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Sncl i As* stated above. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 




Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

*B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, KoIkata-700087 


Phone: 

Chairman - 2252-2835 

Stcrtiary - 2252*2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty ~ 2252-2765 
Office - 2252 - 2766/86 


e-mail jmeinscb@cal3,vsrtl,nel.in Fax : 033 2252-2765 * 


4) 


To 

Embassy#^ India in Japan 

Fax No. 

81-3-3234-4866 

For 

Shri Bircn Nanda, 

From 

P K Sengupta, Secretary 


Charg d’ Affaires 


Rptd 

- 

Date 

1 1.03.2003 

No. 


Total No. of 
pages 

1 


SUB : OPINION AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF DNA TESTS ON 
THE MORTAL REMAINS KEPT IN RENKOJ1 

TEMPLE. JAPAN 


Kindly refer to your fax of December 26, 2002 on the aforesaid subject. 
No further communication in this regard has yet been received from your end. 


I am to request you to kindly refer to the last and the penultimate paras of 
your above -quoted fax dated December 26, 2002 and send the rcport ; as asked for 
by the Commission, as early as possible in order to enable the Commission to 
take further necessary action in the matter. 


With warm regards. 



(P.K.Sengupta) 


speed Post 


speed 

h~A7p: 


vf- 


'V ■ 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry vhorm 

For Inou«<1ktotw£ Alleged Disappearance of chairman - 252-2935 

jNetaji Subhas Chandra Bose. stemary -252-270? 

L B’ Block, (Third Floor) sf'ZZty - 252-2^5 

1 1/A Mirza G ha lib Street, Koikata 700 087 Office - 252-27#yoo 

f-wafV . v irtci njcbftjtcaL3iVsnl.nct. in 

' Jjf J* 

NO. JMCI/ EO/2002-2003/83/590. Kolkata ’ data *’ 13th March* 03 . 


I'm : 01 ) 9 1 - 033 - 252-2765 


From * Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


To t The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001 . 



s i r, 

I am directed to send herewith a xerox copy 
of the FAX message dated December 27, 2002 received 
from Shri Biren Nanda, Charge, d* Affairs Embassy of 
India in Japan, which speaks for itself, and to 
request you to kindly appreciate fche importance and 
urgency of the matter and take necessary action so 
that the Commission receives the opinion of a competent 
expert immediately on whether any material exists 
in the mortal remains allegedly of Netajl Subhas 
Chandra Bose kept at the Renkoji temple in Japan 
from which D.N.A. may be isolated for the purposes of 
D.N. A. tests, as called for by the Commission from 
the Embassy of India in Tokyo, 

This may kindly be treated as urgent. 

Enclosure: As stated above. Yours faithfully, 

(P. K. Sengupta) , 
Secretary 


I If 

Wv- 1't ‘03 13: 
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Fax: 81-3-3234-4866 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
TELEFAX 
Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-Chome, 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 

Phone: 81-3-3262-2391 
E-Mail: dcm@indembjp.org 





To 

Justice Muklierjee 
Commission of Inquiry 

Fax No. 

033-252-2765 

lor 

Shri PK. Sengupta 

Secretary 

From 

Biren Nanda, 

Charge <f Affaires 

Rptd 

1 . Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secret ar>’(CNV) 

2. Sim Nalin Surie, 

Additional Secretaiy(EA) 

Date 

December 27, 2002 

No. 


Total No. of 

.ES2 



Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry 7 

This refers to your fax of March 11, 2003 directing the Embassy to take 
blither action as early as possible on the subject of DNA testing of the alleged 
mortal remains of the departed leader, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

We would be grateful if the Hon'ble Commission could directly correspond 
with the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi on this matter. The concerned 
official is Slid Vijay Gok.hale. Joint Secretary(CNV). Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block. New Delhi, with whom the Hon’ble Commission has corresponded 
earlier. 


JH 


ft k\ 









pr 

(X'T' 

(Biren Namla) 


/ 


1 


RAKESH 

JS(S) 


D.O.No.I/120 14/13/2000- 


Dated 1^.7.03 


Dear 


^.rrlc 



Please refer to your D.O No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated 24.6.03 regarding 
the selection of appropriate DNA expert for conducting DNA test on the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Renkoji 
temple, Tokyo. 

2. In this context, it may be pointed out that the appointment of experts 
for the purpose of DNA test is to be done by the Justice Mukhcrjee 
Commission. The Commission had requested the Embassy of India, Tokyo to 
provide certain information in this regard and the Indian Ambassador had 
written to the Ministry of External Affairs vide his D.O. letter 
No.TOK/1 02/02/03 dated 28.1.03. Vide your D.O. letter No.25/4/NGO^Vol. 
IX dt. 6.2.03, you had requested us to furnish the advice of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs so that the Indian Ambassador in Tokyo could be advised 
accordingly. Vide your D.O. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol. IX dated 26.3,03, you 
had informed the Commission that the Commission would be informed as 
soon as the advice of MHA is available. 

3. Since the selection of experts for DNA test is to be done by the 
Commission, it will be appropriate if a suitable reply is sent to the 
Commission by the MEA/Indian Embassy, Tokyo. Our advice in the matter 
has already been furnished vide our letter dt. 16.6.03. Based on the decision 


of the Commission regarding DNA experts further action can be taken. 


Ollll t 1J«j vjrutviiaic, 

Joint Secretary(CNV), lH(5r) 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 


Shri Vijay Gokhale. 



ours sincerely, 



(RAKESH) 



Copy to: Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, ‘B’ Block, (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza 
Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700087. 


FAX : 033 252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Phone: 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Office 


- 2252-2836 

- 2252-2767 

* 2252-2765 

- 2252 - 2766/68 


BY SPfcE D POST 

NO. JMCI/EO/2002 -2003/83/1 72 


e-mail : jmcinscb4r;ca!3. vsnl.net. in 


July 23, 2003 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.) 
Secretary 


^^5 
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\H*> 


To 

Sri L. C. Goyale, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India, North Block 
New Delhi- i 10001. 


Sub: 


Sir, 


Feasibility of the proposed DNA test of the alleged mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan for 
establishing the real identity of the deceased. 





I am directed to invite your attention to the letter no. JMCI/EO/2002 -2003/83/1 4 
dated 10.4.03 on the aforesaid subject (copy enclosed) and the DO letter no. 25/4 NGO-Vol 
IX dt. 26.3.03 addressed to the undersigned from Sri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary 
(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, a copy of which was sent as an 
enclosure to the above-quoted letter dt. 10.4.03. 


V 


t 


> 

r 






ycd* 


tip 


Though it was expressly stated in the letter dated 10.4.03 that the matter was very 
urgent, till now no reply to that letter has yet been received from your end. As a 
consequence, there has been no progress in the matter which has, in turn, adversely affected 
the progress of the inquiry. 1 am directed to say that the question of feasibility of the DNA 
test on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji kept in the Renkoji Temple is of prime 
importance and this question has to be resolved without any further delay for bringing 
about a meaningful result of this inquiry. Further course of action of this Commission 
depends largely upon solution of this question. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Kalra, Director of your Ministry, along with Mr. Zuha, Desk 
Officer of your Ministry, came to the office of the Commission in Kolkata to sort out some 
long pending matters. The question of feasibility of the DNA test was also discussed with 
them and Mr. Kalra proposed a meeting of a representative of the Commission with the 
competent officers of your Ministry, the Ministry of External Affairs and other concerned 

l&l 


^ \> 
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J 



Ministries/Departments in Delhi to find out ways and means for holding necessary 
scientific test for ascertaining the feasibility of DNA test on the alleged mortal remains of 
Netaji kept in the Renkoji Temple. Mr. Kalra told the Commission that after his return to 
New Delhi confirmation about the meeting would be sent by fax. Till now, no such 
confirmation has been received. Therefore, I have been directed to ask you to look into the 
matter with utmost dispatch and all the seriousness it deserves to enable the Commission to 
perform its job effectively and expeditiously. A copy of the Commission’s letter dated 
10.04.2003 is enclosed. 


Enel : As stated. 



Secretary, 


No. JMCf/EO/2002-2003/83/1 72/1 


July 23, 2003 


Copy forwarded to Sri Vijay Gokhale, Joint SecretarysfCNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, New Delhi-110001 for information ands necessary action. A copy of the 
Commission’s letter dated 10.04.2003 is enclosed. 


(P.K.. Sengupta) 
Secretary. 



Jux 

009M)>3-2252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappe arance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

— _AB’ fflQfl WThlrd Floor) 

1 I/A Mirza Ghalib Street. Kolkata 700 0S7 


Pliunei 

Chairman — 2252-^2835 

Secretary — 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special m*r - 2252*2765 
Offk* - 2252-2766TO 

c-nuiil : 

jmciAscbnrf cal 3. vsi tLncl.m 




>- No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/S3/14 
From : Shii P.K. Scnciipia, 

Secretary. 

To 

The Secretary to the Government of India, 
M inistry of Home Affairs, 

North Block, 

New Delhi-1 10001 


„i 4/ ' 

CpQ 


^pril 10,2003 

I j'(0/3 > 

1 (S*zs — ■ 

’ t '• Uix ' By Speed Post sJ^fk 



Sub: Feasibility of the proposed DNA Test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, kept in the Rcnkoji 
temple in Japan, for establishing real identity of the deceased. 

Ref: D.O. letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated March 26, 2003 addressed 
to the undersigned by Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, oflndia. 

Sir, 

i am directed to invite your attention to the above-quoted d.o, letter dated March 26, 
2003 (copy enclosed) and also the letters noted below (copies enclosed) which arc self- 
speaking and will enable you to appreciate the backdrop of the former. 

/ Report dated 12/18.1 1.2002 of Shri C. Rajsekhar, First Secretary, and 

' ' Mr. T. Arm strung Changsan, Second Secretary, Embassy of India, 

Japan. 

2. D O. letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/23/83/443 dated 05.12.2002 

‘ addressed to Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, Centre for Cellular and 

Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad. 

3. D.O letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/444 dated 05.12.2002 

addressed to Dr. S. E. Hasnain, Director, Centre for DNA 
Fingerprinting and Diagnostics. 

4 D.O. letter no. DCCMB/34 daied 10.12.2003, in reply to the SI. No. 2 
above, from Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB' Hyderabad 

5. Letter no. JMCI/EO.' 2002-2003/ 83/4 69 dated 17, 12.2002 addressed to 
Prof Dr, Svanto Paabo. Director, Department of Genetics. Max 
Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Inselstrasse 22, D- 
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04103. Leipzig, Germany. 

CeTtsr no. JMCl/EO/2002-2003/83/468 dated 17.12.2002 addressed to 
Mr. T. Arm^trana Chatjgsan, Second Secretary, Embassy of India in 
Japan, in reference to the report dated 12/18.11.2002 of the joint 
inspection of the contents of the casket allegedly containing the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose made by him 
and Shri C. Rajsekhar (SI. No. I at page 1). 

Letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/4S 1 dated 26.12.2002 addressed to 
Shri Aseem Maharajan, Second Secretary, Embassy of India in Japan. 

Fax message dated 27.12.2002 from Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ 
Affairs, Embassy of India in Japan, in reference to the Commission’s 
letter dated 26.12.2002 sent by Fax (SI. No. 7 at page 1). 

Fax message dated 30.12.2002 to Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ 
Affairs, Embassy of India in Japan, in reply to his Fax dated 
27.12.2002 (SI. No. 8 at page 1). 

Letter dated 07.01.2003 from Mr. Svante Paabo, Director, Department 
of Genetics, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology. 
Inselstrasse 22, D-04I03, Leipzig, Germany in reply to (SI. No. 5 at 
page 1). 

Letter by e-mail to Mr. Terry Milton, Mitotyping Technologies, USA. 

Letter by e-mail to Professor Sir Alec J. Jeffreys, Department of 
Genetics, University of Leicester, University Road, Leicester, UK. 

Letter by e-mail dated from Mr. Terry Milton in reply to SI. No. 1 1 
above. 

Reply to SI. No. 12 above by e-mail dated 22.01.2003 from Professor 
Sir Alec J. Jeffreys. 

Letter no. JMC1/EO/2002-2003/83/520 dated 27.01.2003 to the 
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India. 

Fax dated 11.03.2003 to Shri Biren Nanda, Charge d’ Affairs, 
Embassy of India in Japan, as a reminder. 

Letter no. EO/2002-2003/83/590 dated 13.03.2003 addressed to the 
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India. 

Fax message from Shri Biren Nanda in reference to the Commission’s 
Fax dated 1 1.03.2003 at SI. No. 16 above) 


The enclosed correspondence on the subject of the feasibility of DNA test on the 
v- alleged mortal remains kept in the Renkoji temple are more than sufficient to show the 
endeavours made by the Commission in this regard since the receipt of the report of the joint 
inspection of the. contbma _of the casket^-eentaining the alleged mortal remains and the 
photographs of the contents of the castet from the Embassy of India in Japan. Unfortunately, 
till now there is no tangible result and time is running out fast. 

In his Fax message dated 27. 12.2002 (SI. No. S in the list of correspondence) Shri Biren 
" T Nanda, Charge d’ Affairs, Embassy of India in Japan, assured the Commission that the 
Embassy “shall immediately solicit the services of an expert to re-examine the bones of the 
deceased at the Renkoji temple to seek his opinion on whether any material exists from which 
DNA may be isolated for the purposes of a DNA test”. Waiting in vain for a pretty long time 
for further communication from Shri Nanda, the Commission wrote to the Secretary, Ministry 
of External Affairs, requesting him to take necessary action to expedite the matter (vide letter 
dated 13.03.2003 at SI. No. 1*7). Ultimately, Shri Nanda sent a Fax message dated 27,03.2003 
(vide SI. No, 18) advising the Commission to “directly correspond with the Ministry of 
External Affairs in New Delhi on this matter”. In reply to the Commission’s letter dated 
13.03.2003 (vide SI. No. 17), Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, has informed that they have referred the matter to your Ministry, which is the nodal 
Ministry, and that they will revert to the Commission as soon as your advice is received (vide 
his d.o. letter no. 24/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated 26.03.2003 a copy which is an enclosure to this 
letter). 


lit these circumstances, 1 am directed to request you to kindly extend all necessary help 
and assistance to the Commission in the matter of the proposed DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains in the Renkoji temple in Japan. 

■The Directors of the Centre for Ceiiular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hydreabad, 
and the Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics were approached by the Commission 
for the purpose (vide letters at SI. Nos. 2 & 3 at page 1). In his reply dated 10.12.2002 (vide 
letter at Si. No. 4 at page 1), Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB, informed that laboratory facility 
for the proposed DNA test “does not exist in India.” As advised by him, the Commission wrote 
to Prof Dr. Svante Paabo, Department of Genetics, Max Department of Genetics, Max Planck 
Institute for Evolution ary Anthropology (vide letter at SI. No. 5 at page l). In his turn. Dr. 
Paabo advised the Commission to contact Mr. Tery Milton of Mitotyping Technologies, USA, 
and Prof Sir Alec Jeffreys, University of Leicester, UK (vide letter at SI. No. 10 at page 2). 
Copies of the letter written Mr. Terry Milton and Prof. Sir Alec Jeffreys in pursuance of the 
advice of Dr. Svante Paabo are at SI. No. 1 1 and 12 at page 2. 

Prof Sir Alec Jeffreys regretted his inability to assist the Commission in the matter 
{vide letter at SI. No. 12 at page 2). He, however, recommended the UK Forensic Science 
Service in Birmingham, one of the National Forensic Science laboratories. He also named Dr. 
Lalji Singh, Director of the CCMB, Hyderabad, as “one obvious contact”. It may be 
mentioned here that Prof. Sir Jeffreys was written to after contacting Dr. Lalji Singh, In the 
context of this letter of Prof. Sir Jeffreys the Secretary of the Ministry of External Affairs was 
approached for help by the Commission (vide letter at SI. N. 15 at page2). 



Only positive reply in the matter has been received from Mr. Terry Milton (vide letter 
i'i No. 13 at page no. 2), but there is a precondition stipulated by him in the paragraphs 3 
and 0 of~Wis letter. Received by e-mail. This is ‘"anthropological evaluation of the remains, 
including photograph OVTichas categojisallv written, “We would like to receive the 
anthropologist's report prior to proceeding”. 

T lie Commission is now in a fix as to how anthropological evaluation and other 
necessary scientific tests of the alleged mortal remains kept in the Renkoji temple in Japan 
should be done for ascertaining the feasibility of DMA test on that mortal remains. I am, 
therefore, directed to request you to take necessary action as early as possible to enable the 
Commission to get necessary anthropological evaluation and other necessary tests done for 
taking the next step for DNA test on the alleged mortal remains. 

This matter may kindly be treated as extremely urgent. 


Yours faithfully. 



(P.K. Sengupa) 
Secretary' 



fnclo As stated 





April 10, 2003 


No J MCI/BO '2002-2003/ *3/ 14/1 


Copy with a copy each of the enclosures is forwarded for information and necessary action to 
Slni Vijay Gokhale. Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block. New Delhi- 1 1001. 





(P.K. Sengupa) 
Secretary' 


JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

- AN UPDATE 


In compliance of the directions of the Kolkata High Court order 
dated 30.4.98 and resolution passed by the West Bengal 
Assembly demanding a fresh inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, the Government 
of India appointed a one man Commission of Inquiry headed by 
Hon'ble Justice M.K. Mukheijee, a retired judge of Supreme 
Court of India, on 14.5.99. 

2. The Commission has been asked to inquire into all the facts 
and circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji in 
1945 and connected developments including 

a. whether Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

b. if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash as 
alleged; 

c. whether the ashes in the Japanese Temple are ashes of 
Netaji; 

d. whether he has died in any other manner at any other 
place and if so, when and how; 

e. if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The Commission shall also examine the manner in which the 
exercise of scrutiny of publications touching upon the question 
of death or otherwise of Netaji an be undertaken by the Central 
Government in the circumstances. 

TERM OF THE COMMISSION 

3. The Commission was initially given six months' time upto 
14.11.99 to submit its report. However, anticipating that the 
time allotted to it was inadequate, the Secretary to the 
Commission requested the Ministry to extend the term suitably. 
After examination of request, the tenure of the Commission was 
extended by another six months upto 14.5.2000. Subsequently, 
the Commission approached this Ministry for further extension 
of the term of the Commission from time to time, which is at 
present extended, to 14.11.2003. 


HEARINGS OF THE COMMISSION 

4. The Commission started public hearings with effect from 
23.3.2000 and has so far held 107 hearings. The number of 
affidavits filed by the deponents is 63. The number of affidavits 


> 
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filed by the State deponents and Central Government, is 9. The 
number of deponents including joint applicants are 85. The 
number of exhibits submitted to the Commission is so far, 200. 

5. The Commission visited U.K. during May, 2001 for ten 
consecutive working days, to study there the declassified 
records pertaining to Netaji at the British Library and to 
examine certain persons as witness. 

6. The Commission also visited Japan during September, 2002 
for examination of the only witness available at Miyazaki, Japan. 

During this visits the Commission requested Embassy of India in 
Japan, to ascertain the feasibility of DN^of the mortal remains 
alleged to be that of Netaji, kept at Renkoji Temple. Also, the 
Commission, in this direction, after corresponding with different 
Institutions the world over, was advised by one Shri Terry Milton 
of Mitotyping Technologies of USA to go in for 'anthropological 
evaluation' of the remains prior to DNA analysis, Subsequently, 
jthe Commission took u p th o matte r with MHA on 10.4.03 for 
necessary action to enable it to get necessary 'anthropological 
evaluation' and other necessary tests done on the mortal 
remains alleged to be that of Netaji. MHA, however, wh i l e 
endor s ing a co p y l o the Mu khcr j ee Comm i s si o n- , - w rote to ME A j 

on 16.7.03 that the selection of experts for DNA test was to be 1 " ^ 
done by the Commission only a nd M E A w asr eque s ted tasenda — - 
sui t a b l e reply to the Commiss i on i n this r rqn r r f. The Commission 
has, however, again written to MHA on 23.7.03 for necessary 
action. 

%. The selection of the experts for 'anthropological evaluation' 
and other tests, is to be done by the Commission only. The 
Commission is also in constant touch with the experts for this 
purpose both within the country and abroad. However, no final 
decision has been taken so far by the Commission as to how the 
DNA test of the mortal remains would be undertaken. 


( 

Director (Security) 
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AN INSTITUTE OF HISTORY, POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
NETAJI BHAWAN • CALCUTTA 


7 th August, 2003 

Shri L.K. Advani 

Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of India 


Dear Advani-ji, 

Thank you for meeting me today. I shall be grateful if you would take necessary steps to 
ensure that proper respect is shown to the memory of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


The Mukherjee Commission instituted by the Home Ministry has been unfortunately 
turned by a small fringe group of persons into a venue at which Netaji has been 
demeaned and dishonoured for the last four years. Preposterous claims have been and 
continue to be made about Netaji by cranks and opportunists before this Commission 
which is expending time, energy and public money following up even the most absurd 
fabrications. 


Any serious enquiry would have focused at the very outset on the most pertinent evidence 
relating to the tragic aircrash on 18 th August 1945. Recently, the Commission appears to 
have shown interest in the possibility of a DNA test of the mortal remains of Netaji kept 
in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. But this Commission has compromised its credibility by 
conducting DNA testing of some articles associated with one Gumnami Baba of Faizabad 
for which it wanted me to donate blood. I refused, because to lend credence to the wholly 
ridiculous claim that this or another Baba was Netaji amounted to a gross insult to the 
great leader of our independence movement. This Commission seems unwilling to draw 
any distinction between historical events that have at least a very high probability of 
having occurred and utterly fanciful claims that have zero possibility of having any iota 
of truth in them. 


3 (}) 


I was surprised to see recent news reports that the Commission has accused the Home 
Ministry and Foreign Ministry of the Government of India of delaying the process of 
conducting a DNA test of Netaji’s mortal remains. If anything, the Commission itself has 
been responsible for a three to four-year delay in concentrating on the evidence relating 
to the August 1945 aircrash and the mortal remains of Netaji taken to Tokyo in 
September 1945. Even though I do not believe a DNA test of Netaji’s mortal remains to 
be strictly necessary, I have made it clear to the Commission in writing that I would be 
willing to be of assistance if such a test were deemed to be necessary and proved to be 
possible to undertake. 


However, I should let you know that when I visited Tokyo in January last, I found the 
priest of the Renkoji Temple, Rev. Mochizuki, was deeply upset because two junior 


38/2, Lala Lajpat Rai Road, Calcutta-700 020 
Telephone : 475-6139/455-9467, Fax : 91-33-4745070, Telegrams : Suvasbos, Calcutta 
e-mail : nrb@cal.vsn!.net.in. • website : http://www.netaji.org. 
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officials of our Embassy arrived one day late last year and forced him to open the urn 
containing the mortal remains of Netaji to take photographs. They said this was being 
done on the orders of the Mukherjee Commission without explaining anything about the 
possibility of a DNA test. This seemed to the Japanese to be sacrilege. The urn had been 
opened only twice in the past by the current priest’s father after conducting necessary 
prayers and rituals - once for Jawaharlal Nehru in the 1950s and once for my late father 
Dr Sisir Kumar Bose in 1 965. Upon the matter being brought to his attention following 
my visit, our Ambassador wrote a very nice letter of apology to Rev Mochizuki and gave 
an assurance that he would be present in person if the matter were to be taken any further. 

I am writing to urge you to take three important steps if this question of a DNA test is 
explored further. 

1. Since these are in all probability the cremated mortal remains of one of the 
greatest sons of India, please ensure that any test is done with the deepest 
reverence and respect. In particular, high representatives of the Government of 
India should be personally present if the urn is to be opened again. 

2. Any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA expert or experts in the world. 
The highest functionaries of the Government of India should be involved in 
finding these experts, The matter cannot be left to the Mukherjee Commission 
which by its own admission seems clueless about the nature of this test. 

3. Proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese sentiments. The Japanese have 
cared for the mortal remains of our leader for 58 years while we Indians have 
failed to do our duty. 

I am enclosing copies of two letters I wrote to the Commission dated 2 nd February, 2001, 
and 21 st October, 2002, in reply to communications received from it. These will give you 
the necessary background information. As I said in my first letter, I believe the time has 
come for the Indian people to come to terms with the mortal end of a deathless hero. 
Given the proper leadership, 1 am convinced our people will prove mature enough to put 
the fact of Netaji’s corporeal death on 18 th August, 1945, behind them and continue to 
learn and seek inspiration from his glorious book of life. I hope you will as Deputy Prime 
Minister and Home Minister take personal interest in this matter. 

With best regards, 



Sugata Bose 

Gardiner Professor of History, Harvard University & 
Director, Netaji Research Bureau 


By Fax and Federal Express 
Fax No.: 91-33-2522765 


October 21, 2002 


Shri P. K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Kolkata 700087 
India 

Dear Shri Sengupta, 

'"This has reference to your letter to me dated October 4, 2002, which has been forwarded to me 
here from Kolkata. 

To suggest that ‘one Gumnami Baba’ was ‘none other than Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’ is a 
gross insult to the memory of the great leader of our independence movement. I am sorry to see 
that ‘some persons’ are using the Commission as a venue in their attempts to dishonour and 
demean Netaji in this manner. If the Commission feels that it must expend its time, energy and 
public money following up even the most preposterous claims made by cranks or opportunists, I 
regret that I cannot be of any help to it. If, on the other hand, the Commission were to pursue a 
serious and credible line of investigation, I shall be happy to be of assistance in my professional 
capacity. 

I have already fully stated my views on this matter in my letter to Justice Mukherjee dated 
February 2, 2001, in response to a letter from you. 

Sincerely, 

Sugata Bose 

Gardiner Professor of History 


2 nd February 2001 


xc 

The Hon’ble Justice Manoj Mukherjee 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
l B' Block, Third Floor 
1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Calcutta 700087 

Dear Justice Mukherjee, 

I am writing with reference to the letter dated 19 th January, 2001, sent by Mr P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary, and a continuation of that letter dated 22 nd January, 2001, sent by Mr M. Roy, O.S.D., 
requesting certain information from me based on a Times of India report on 15 th January, 2001 . 

The Times of India report: I should like to state at the outset that 1 did not agree to give any 
interview to the Times of India on the subject of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The Times of 
India reporter had requested to see me in connection with my new appointment as the Gardiner 
Professor of History at Harvard University. I was, therefore, astonished to see the front page 
story and headline in the newspaper next morning. The words attributed to me within quotation 
marks are not the ones I spoke. In particular, I am not in the habit of speaking as ‘a member of 
the Bose family’, having always respected Netaji’ s view that his family and country were co- 
terminous. I spoke about history in my individual, professional capacity which obviously did not 
interest the reporter. Nor did he seem to care about the work I have done with my Father Dr Sisir 
Kumar Bose in editing Netaji’s Collected Works or the documentary films I have made on 
Netaji. I hope the Commission will disregard his sensational and less than accurate report. 

My Belief: I am, however, prepared to affirm my belief formed on the basis of historical 
evidence I have seen, read and heard that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was last seen on 1 8 th 
August 1945. There is strong evidence that he was tragically killed in the aircrash in Taipei on 
that day while attempting to continue his heroic fight for freedom at the end of the Second World 
War. There is absolutely no evidence to support fanciful stories that he was spotted in a variety 
of places subsequent to that day. 

The Circumstances of the Air Crash: After the surrender of Japan on 15 th August 1945 Netaji 
left Singapore for Bangkok by aeroplane with several of his associates. There was some 
discussion in Bangkok on 16 th August 1945 that he should go into hiding in Thailand. However, 
Netaji left for Saigon on the morning of 17 th August 1945. He left Saigon with Col Habibur 
Rahman of the I.N.A. on the afternoon of the 17 th in a Type 97-2 (modified) bomber and halted 
at Touraine for the night. He left Touraine at 5 a.m. on 1 8 th August 1945 and arrived in Taipei 
early in the afternoon. After an approximate two-hour halt for refuelling and rechecking of 
engines the plane prepared to depart for Dairen in Manchuria. Netaji had apparently decided to 


K contact the Soviets who had advanced against the Japanese in Manchuria after entering the war 
in Asia on 9 th August 1945. The plane crashed on takeoff at Taipei airport. Netaji was badly 
injured and died later that night in a nearby hospital. Others killed included General Shidei, two 
pilots and two other crew members. Habibur Rahman suffered burns but survived. There were 
six other Japanese survivors. Netaji was cremated in Taipei on 20 th August and his mortal 
, remains were taken to Tokyo by Habibur Rahman, Tatsuo Hayashida and others on 5 th 
September 1945. Netaji’s remains are still kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

The Most Pertinent Documentary Evidence: 

1 list below the most pertinent documentary evidence in this regard: 

1. Evidence of Colonel Habibur Rahman, Netaji’s trusted aide and only Indian companion on the 
plane that crashed, available in Netaji Inquiry Committee Report (Government of India, 1956) . 
Rahman remained consistent in his testimony from 1945 until his death many decades later. His 
description of Netaji’s death in the aircrash narrated within weeks of the event is available in 
S.A. Ayer, Unto Him A Witness (Bombay: Thacker, 1951), pp. 112-113. See also Tatsuo 
Hayashida, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (Bombay: Allied, 1970). There are many details in 
Habibur Rahman’s testimony which have the ring of truth. For example, Netaji called for Abid 
Hassan, his companion on the submarine journey from Europe to Asia in 1943, to which Rahman 
replied: 1 Hassan yahan nahin hai, Sab, main hun, Habib.' (Ayer, Unto Him A Witness, p. 114) 

The conclusion of Habibur Rahman’s written statement to Tatsuo Hayashida from Rawalpindi in 
1966 is worth quoting: ‘Finding that their hold over the services of the country had loosened and 
the people wanted them now to go home, the British rulers decided to quit India on 14.8.47. Thus 
the stand of the INA and its leader in particular and the people of India in general was fully 
vindicated. It is indeed a great tragedy that Mr. Bose had not been able to see for himself the 
fruits of his life-long freedom struggle. Many in Bharat still believe that he is alive and will turn 
up some day. How much we wish that he had come back alive. In that case it is more than certain 
that he would have occupied a dominant position in Indian politics. Thus the relations between 
Bharat and Pakistan would have been cordial rather than embittered as they are today. He was 
known to be a most judicious and fair-minded leader. However, the blaze of freedom left by him 
is still burning and will continue to inspire the freedom-fighters all over the globe for all time to 
come.’ (Sisir Kumar Bose et. al., A Beacon Across Asia, p.230) 

2. Evidence of five other survivors of the aircrash available in Netaji Inquiry Committee Report 
(Government of India, 1956) . Among them Major Kono, Colonel Sakai and Colonel Nonogaki 
were interviewed again by Professor Leonard A. Gordon in 1979 in the presence of Netaji’s 

^‘-daughter Anita. See Leonard A. Gordon, Brothers against the Raj (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1990), pp. 539-543, 740-741. 

3. Evidence of Dr Taneyoshi Yoshimi, the surgeon in charge of the Military Hospital where 
Netaji was taken after the aircrash, repeated several times between 1946 and the 1990s. Dr 
Yoshimi made a statement dated 19 th October, 1946, on this subject at Stanley Gaol in 
Hongkong. I read this statement several years ago as it has been available for some time in the 
British archives in the document numbered War Office 208/3812. 1 was very surprised to read 
recent press reports as if this document has only just been discovered. I am in possession of a 


^ copy of this document and can make it available to the Commission, if necessary. Dr Yoshimi 
gave evidence to the Netaji Inquiry Committee Report (Government of India, 1956). He spoke on 
camera in Charles Bruce’s film Enemy of Empire broadcast on BBC in August 1995. Professor 
Gordon makes the plausible suggestion that Netaji may not have asked for water (meju) in 
Japanese as Dr Yoshimi believed but rather called for Mejda, Sarat Chandra Bose. See also 
“Appendix ‘A’ to CSDIC (I) 2 Section Report 1089 on B1 189: The Last Movements of S.C. 
Bose)’’ in War Office 208/3812. 

4. Evidence of assistant doctor, nurses and medical orderly who treated Netaji at the Hospital 
available in Netaji Inquiry Committee Report (Government of India, 1 956) . Among them the 
orderly Private Kazuo Mitsui was interviewed again in 1979. 

5. Testimony of Juichi Nakamura, Netaji’ s interpreter at the Military Hospital, Taipei, and who 
had interpreted Netaji before. 

6. Testimony of S.A. Ayer, minister in the Provisional Government of Azad Hind, who travelled 
with Netaji up to Saigon on 17 th August 1945 and was to follow him in another plane. See S.A. 
Ayer, Unto Him A Witness (Bombay: Thacker, 1951). 

7. Report dated 25 th July 1 946 of John Figgess, Chief of British Intelligence in Mountbatten’s 
Headquarters, who, after a thorough investigation of the aircrash and examination of direct 

""witnesses, confirmed Netaji’s death on 1 8 th August 1945. See document No. Mss. Eur C785 
available in the India Office records of the British Library. 

8. Reports of two groups of intelligence officers led by Finney and Davis sent by the 
Government of India to Saigon and Taipei. Members of these groups testified before the Netaji 
Inquiry Committee (Government of India, 1956) . 

9. Report of Harin Shah, an Indian journalist who visited Taipei in the late 1940s. See Harin 
Shah, Verdict from Formosa : Gallant End of Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose (Delhi: Atmaram, 
1956). 

10. Report of S.A. Ayer on his enquiries in Tokyo in 1951 to the Prime Minister dated 26 Ih 
September, 1951 and placed in Parliament (Page 103, Annexure 21, Appendix 7 to Parliamentary 
Debates, Fifth Session, 1952). 

There exists, therefore, considerable documentary and oral evidence - testimonies of many 
direct witnesses broadly consistent with one another - that substantiates the account of 
^ Netaji’s tragic death in the aircrash of 18 th August 1945, 

Views of Senior INA Officers and Leaders of the Azad Hind Movement: Since my childhood 
I have met and heard the views of Netaji’s closest associates during the period 1943-1945. An 
overwhelming majority of senior INA officers and leaders of the Azad Hind movement believed 
Habibur Rahman’s account of Netaji’s death. Among those who are still alive, Gurbaksh Singh 
Dhillon and Lakshmi Sahgal firmly believe that Netaji’s remains ought to be brought back with 
full honours from Japan to India. Dhillon made an emotional plea at the Red Fort on Netaji’s 
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A birth centenary that those of us who believe the account of Netaji’s death should be allowed to 
worship Netaji’s remains at a mausoleum in India. S.A. Ayer, Prem Sahgal, Shah Nawaz Khan, 
Mehboob Ahmed, Debnath Das and numerous others were of the same view. A few like Prem 
Sahgal had hoped against hope in the late 1940s that Netaji had made another great escape, but 
after careful examination of the evidence came to believe Habibur Rahman’s account and 
became the staunchest advocates of the return of Netaji’s mortal remains to India. 

Policy of the Netaji Research Bureau: The Bureau under the leadership of Dr Sisir Kumar 
Bose chose to concentrate on the life and work of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose rather than fritter 
away its energies over the fruitless controversy surrounding his death. Dr Sisir Kumar Bose 
believed that future generations had much to learn from Netaji’s book of life which was a source 
of profound inspiration. Netaji’s life could be the subject of study by serious scholars and 
researchers; Netaji’s death had unfortunately become the happy hunting ground for cranks and 
opportunists. 

Sarat Chandra Bose’s Response to the News of Netaji’s Death: Sarat Bose learnt of Netaji’s 
death as a prisoner in Coonoor on 25 t!l August, 1945. He wrote in his prison diary: 

‘Today’s Indian Express and Hindu brought the heart-rending news of Subhas’ s death as a result 
of an aeroplane crash. Divine Mother, how many sacrifices have we to offer at your altar! 

Terrible Mother, your blows are too hard to bear! Your last blow was the heaviest and cruellest 
of all. What divine purpose you are serving thereby you alone know. Inscrutable are your ways! 

Four or five nights back dreamt that Subhas had come to see me. He was standing on the 
verandah of this bungalow and appeared to have become very tall in stature. I jumped up to see 
his face. Almost immediately thereafter, he disappeared.’ 

Dr Sisir Kumar Bose’s Response and Views on Netaji’s Death: Sisir Bose learnt of Netaji’s 
death in the aircrash from The Tribune newspaper in late August 1945 while he was a prisoner in 
Lyallpur Jail. He wrote to his mother: 

‘My dear Mother, 

On Friday afternoon The Tribune brought me the terrible news. What shall I say? Let’s 
all try to be brave at the loss of one of the bravest of men. His will be done! 

I shall anxiously await news about you all at home and particularly about father’s health. 
Please do not be anxious on my account. I shall be all right.’ 

My Father always drew a distinction between ‘evidence’ and ‘belief. Having been a 
prisoner in the Punjab at the moment of the fateful event, he could not be a ‘witness’ giving 
‘evidence’ before any judicial commission. He had, however, studied all the relevant 
evidence and in 1965 made his own investigations in Taipei. Based on the most careful 
consideration of the historical evidence, he had no doubt in his mind that Netaji had died a 
- J martyr’s death in Tapiei on IS* 1 ' August 1945 and was the only front-rank leader of the 
Indian independence movement who laid down his life in the battle for freedom. He was 
deeply sad in his last days that the hysterical opposition of certain fringe groups and non- 
entities had prevented India from bringing back from Japan the mortal remains of the 
great leader. 

Exploitation of Popular Sentiment: The mass psychological phenomenon of an initial refusal 
to accept Netaji’s death and the early hope that he will one day return as the deliverer of his 


* 


* 



country are perfectly understandable. However, this sentiment has been mercilessly exploited by 
a handful of political and academic charlatans to make all sorts of fraudulent claims about 
Netaji’s alleged whereabouts after 18 th August 1945 which has been an easy route to cheap 
publicity in newspapers. In particular, there is no evidence whatsoever to suggest that Netaji 
succeeded in reaching the Soviet Union or Soviet-held Manchuria. Claims to that effect, 
which are misleading the public, lie in the domain of rumour and speculation, if not wilful 
fabrication. Not a single piece of primary documentary evidence has been adduced to 
substantiate such claims. 

Those who are making such preposterous claims appear to want to attract attention to themselves 
and compensate for personal frustrations. Sadly, these elements include a few “family members” 
who are otherwise very obscure and inconsequential individuals. Membership of a “family” does 
not constitute any qualification to address this national and historical issue. In any case, Netaji 
regarded the entire nation as his large family and would have given no special quarter to 
“relatives” who have no credentials of their own. Only those who fought and suffered for India’s 
freedom under his leadership and showed unflagging loyalty to him and his cause earned the 
right to be considered true members of Netaji’s inner “family”. 

Conclusion: The time has come for the people of India to come to terms with the mortal 
end of a deathless hero. I trust that the esteemed Commission will help them do so by 
focusing their attention on the historical truth. I am convinced that the people of our 
country will then prove to be mature enough to put the fact of Netaji’s corporeal death 
behind them and concentrate on celebrating his glorious life and honouring his immortal 
historical legacy. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me if you need any further help. 

Sincerely, 


Sugata Bose 
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No.I/1 2014/1 3/2000-IS-V(NCB)VoI. 1V 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated 13.8.03 


To 


A 


Shri P.K- Sengupta, 

Secretary 

justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

'B' Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkatta 700087. 

Subject: Feasibility of the proposed DNA Test on the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, kept in the Renkoji temple in Japan, 
for establishing real identity of the deceased. 
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I apr directed to refer to your letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/14 dated 
10/4/03 (received jp this Section on 26/6/03) and reminder dated 23/7/03 on the 
subject noted above and to inform you as follows:- 


The JMCI had asked the Indian embassy in Japan to locate 
experts to ascertain the feasibility of DNA test on the mortal 
remains kept in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The MEA had asked 
for the advice of MHA in the (patter, which has been furnished 
vide 0 ur letter dated 16/6/03 and 16/7/03. 

Decision regarding holding of anthropological evaluation for 
determining the feasibility of DNA test and selection of experts for 
the purpose fall within the purview of the JMCI and appropriate 
decisions have to be taken by it. A formal meeting in MHA with 
MEA and other Ministries/Departments to decide such matters is 
not considered necessary. 

(iii) Once the decision is taken by JMCI, MEA may be informed. MEA 
has indicated that it will facilitate the visit of experts to Japan in so 
far as liaison with the local government, Renkoji temple 
authorities etc. are concerned. 

(iv) If any logistic support from MHA is needed by JMCI, specific 
proposals for such support may be sent. 


**/■ 



In connection with the proposed DNA test of the mortal remains alleged 
to be of Netaji kept in Renkoji temple, Tokyo, the following suggestions have 
been received in this Ministry from Sh.Sugata Bose, Director, Netaji research 
Bureau, Koikata > 

(a) Since these are in all probability the cremated mortal remains of 
one of the greatest sons of India, please ensure that any test is 
done with the deepest reverence and respect. 

(b) Any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA expert or experts 
in the world. 

( c ) Proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese sentiments. The 
Japanese have cared for the mortal remains of our leader for 58 
years while we Indians have failed to do our duty 

The Commission may like to consider the above suggestions while 
deciding the matter.. 


Yours faithfully, 



o|c. 


Copy to: Shri Vijay Gokhale, 


. Joint Secretary(CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 



r* (0j> 




RUCHI GHANASHYAM 
Director(CNV) 


No.25/4/NGO/Vol,IX 


Secret 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


12 th August, 2003 










Please refer to your letter No. 1/ 12014/ 13/2000-NCB dated 16 th 
July, 2003 regarding the selection of appropriate DNA expert for 
conducting DNA test on the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo. 


2. As communicated by your above mentioned letter, we have 
intimated to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry that the 
appointment of experts for the purpose of DNA test is to be done by the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission. 




3. Meanwhile, we would request you to respond to the other issues 
raised by former JS(CNV) in our letter of even number dated 24 th June, 
2003. As highlighted in the above mentioned letter, the subject matter of 
the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry concerns primarily the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. The role of the MEA is that of a facilitator to 
make arrangements for the Commission to conduct inquiries abroad or to 
search for documents abroad. MEA would, therefore, request MHA’s clear 
decisions and instructions on whether the alleged remains of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose kept at the Renkoji Temple in Japan is to be 
subjected to DNA analysis, the manner in which it is to be done and other 
such issues which involve policy decision that is not within the purview of 
this Ministry. An early reply is solicited. 

Yours sincerely, 


^ No om m 




Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary(S), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, 

New Delhi. 





(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


U.Kalra 
Director (S) 


D.O. No.I/ 1201 4/1 3/2000-IS-D(V) Vol- IV 

Dear Shri 


Please refer to your D.O. No.75/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated 
12/8/2003 regarding DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

This Ministry’s view on the issues relating to DNA 
test are contained in the letter of even number dated 
1 3/8/2003 addressed to Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry with a copy to JS(CNV) , MEA. A 
'Jox , codv thereof is enclosed herewith for your information. 





(UdC.KALRA) 



Enclosure as above 


Shri Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 




.Kalra 
irector (S) 


SFTRR, ^ feetft-110001 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 


D.O. No.I/12014/13/2000-IS-D(V) Vol- IV dated 3.9.2003 



Dear 



Please refer to your D.O. No.75/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated 
12/8/2003 regarding DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

This Ministry’s viewxon the issues relating to DNA 
, Test are contained in the letter of even number dated 
^ 13/8/2003 addressed to Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry with a copy to JS(CNV) , MEA. A copy thereof is 
enclosed herewith for your information. 



Enclosure as above 



ShffRuchi Ghanashyam, 


Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 



Sec As v 



Rue hi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.X 


f^T ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

November 03, 2003 




Dear 





1 •■'A 


/' 


&!1 


Nb£'.a. ../JS (Security)/ 03 


l *tt 


izm 


Please refer to correspondence resting with your letter no. 
1/ 12014/ 13/2000-IS-D (V)-Vol. IV dated 4 September 2003 regarding 
the issue of DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 



2. We have meanwhile received a letter from the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) [a copy of which has been endorsed to 
your office]., drawing attention to a news item published o n 28 . 10.95 in 
the ‘Statesman’ indicating that the Government had decided to 
conduct DNA tests on the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in the Renkoji 
Temple in Japan. A copy y of JMCI’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83(III)/245, dated September 5, 2003 is enclosed for your ready 
reference. 

3. The JMCI has drawn attention to references contained in the 
1995 news item about the ‘composition of a Committee consisting of 
DNA experts, CBI officials etc.’ and about the opinion of two DNA 
experts- namely Dr. Michalle Holland from the USA and Dr. Kevin 
Salevan from UK. T he Commission has sou g ht to know t he s ubsequen t 
dev elopments that" transpired after the Government’s repo rted 1995 
decision to opt for DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji. 



4. As we do not appear to have information on this, and since the 
JMCI process falls under the purview of the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
with the role of the Ministry of External Affairs being limited to being 
that of a facilitator, it is requested that an appropriate re spo n se be sent 
to the JMCI . A background nohTjpreparecf recently on the basis of 
information readily available with us, and which was forwarded to the 
Deputy Prime Minister by External Affairs Minister, is enclosed. 






Yours sincerely, 


J 




Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 




(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 


SECRET 



October 16, 2003 


Dear Sri Advaniji, 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) set up by 
the Government in December 1999 to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose has been examining the question of carrying out DNA tests of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji believed to be kept in a temple in Japan. 
MHA have already clarified to JMCI that appointment of experts for such 
testing is to be done by the Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
Nevertheless, given the politically sensitive nature of the issue, I felt that 
it would be important for the Government to firm up its own thinking on 
the vital issues surrounding this matter and the position that needs to be 
adopted as and when JMCI approaches the Government in this regard. 

2. The primary question, of course, is whether DNA testing of the 
ashes should be conducted at all and if they are to be conducted 
whether it should be done by Indian and/or Japanese experts, or by a 
panel of international experts. The criteria and parameters for selecting 
DNA experts who fulfil the requirement of being “the top DNA experts in 
the world” (as desired by Smt. Krishna Bose, MP) would also need to be 
clear to us so that as and when JMCI takes a decision in this regard, the 
Government should be in a position to satisfy itself that the experts are 
indeed qualified to carry out the task, Other questions like whether the 
tests should be conducted in Japan or India or elsewhere would be 
dependent again on assessment we make of where the facilities of the 
highest order are to be found for such tests. It would also be desirable to 
take a view on the association of members of Netaji’s family during the 
opening of the casket and/or DNA testing of Netaji's alleged mortal 
remains. Similarly, it would need to be ensured that no religious or 
emotional sentiments are upset in the process of taking out the ashes for 
carrying out the DNA test. Thus, appropriate Buddhist religious rites and 
Hindu traditions in this regard would need to be understood before the 
ashes are taken out for DNA testing. These and other associated 
questions would need to be understood and scrutinized, if not already 
done. 

3. This being a politically sensitive and volatile issue attracting 
considerable media attention, any suggestion by the JMCI or others of 
Government apathy or lack of cooperation would attract criticism. 
Similarly, failure by JMCI in implementing its decisions or failure to 
observe the appropriate traditions and customs while opening the casket 


or taking out the ashes may also be seen as a failure of the Government 
to assist the JMCI appropriately. 

4. In view of the above, I had asked the concerned officers in the 
Ministry to prepare a brief background note on the basis of records 
available with us. A copy of this note is enclosed. As the JMCI process 
falls under the purview of the Ministry of Home Affairs and the role of the 
Ministry of External Affairs is limited to being that of a facilitator, I thought 
of bringing this matter to your attention. 


With regards, 


Shri L.K. Advani, 

Deputy Prime Minister & 

Minister of Home Affairs, 

Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, 
Government of India, ^ 

New Delhi. 



(Yashwant Sinha) 


BACKGROUND ON THE PROPOSAL FOR DNA 
EXAMINATION OF THE ALLEGED MORTAL REMAINS OF 

NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, BELIEVED TO BE 

KEPT IN RENKOJI TEMPLE, JAPAN 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) 
was set up in December 1999 to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments 
connected therewith- including whether Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is dead or alive; if he is dead, whether he died 
in the plane crash, as alleged; and whether the ashes in the 
Japanese temple are indeed the ashes of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that in 
February 1995, the Union Cabinet had considered the 
question of bringing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji from 
Japan to India. While deferring a final decision in the matter, 
the Cabinet had then directed that the dependability of the 
arrangements in Japan should be properly examined and 
that a contingency plan for the proper upkeep of the mortal 
remains should be drawn up. 

3. Thereafter, in September 1995, Shri Ashish C. Ray of 
CNN who is the son of Netaji’s elder brother, had proposed to 
the Prime Minister to arrange the conducting of a DNA test, 
which could provide conclusive and incontrovertible evidence 
as to whether the ashes at Renkoji Temple, are Netaji’s or 
not. It was then further proposed that an international team 
of experts, one of whom could be from the DNA Centre at 
Hyderabad, besides observers from the Bose family and other 
groups, be entrusted with the job. 

4. The aspect of security of the 'ashes’ kept in an urn at 
the Renkoji Temple, was also considered and highlighted in 
the then Foreign Secretary’s letter dated 19 June 1995 to the 
then Home Secretary. It was pointed out then that, like all 
Shrines in Japan, there is no security, except what is 


ensured by the reverence and respect shown by the Japanese 
towards religious places. The door is normally kept closed 
though there is no guarantee that it is always locked. It was 
also stressed that the Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the 
ashes of Netaji and is visited by other worshippers. Any 
request from the Indian side to strengthen security was seen 
as not likely to be received kindly by the Japanese, as the 
Shrine is a place of worship open to all, and could also 
provoke the Japanese to suggest that the ashes should be 
taken to India. 

5. In September 2002 a JMCI team visited the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo, Japan where it is believed Netaji’s ashes are 
kept. The Embassy of India, Tokyo was requested to obtain 
expert advice on whether the ashes contain material that can 
be used for DNA testing. The Mission in Tokyo located a 
Japanese expert, by the name of Prof. Momoki Hirai of the 
University of Tokyo. The expert agreed to do the requisite 
examination on the remains to ascertain whether it can be 
tested for DNA. 

6. In the meanwhile^ Smt. Krishna Bose, Member of 
Parliament and Chairperson of the Standing Committee on 
External Affairs wrote to our Ambassador in Tokyo, 
conveying that while she had no objection to the proposal, 
'prior and proper arrangements should be made by selecting 
top DNA experts in the world’. The Renkoji Temple 
authorities on their part had expressed ‘concern with regard 
to the opening and re-opening of the mortal remains of Netaji 
in view of the religious sensitivities under Buddhist 
traditions’ and had conveyed to our Mission, the need to 
observe proper formalities and notice from the GOI for 
opening the casket for DNA test, etc. 

7. A meeting taken by Special Secretary (JSK) in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs on 20 May 2003 had discussed the 
issue of DNA testing of Netaji’s alleged remains. MHA officials 
pointed out that blood samples of two sons of the elder 
brother of Netaji and one person from his maternal lineage, 
collected by the Commission had been sent to the DNA 
testing centre in Hyderabad. The Chief Forensic Adviser 
present at the meeting opined that material for a DNA test 
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can be isolated from un-burnt bones and teeth but not from 
ash. However to ascertain this, the contents of the urn 
containing the ashes, kept at the Renkoji Temple would need 
to be examined. 

8. In the?;light of the observations made by Smt. Krishna 
Bose, advice on the required parameters for identification of 
a suitable DNA expert and as to whether a Japanese and an 
Indian expert needed to work together on the project was 
sought from the Ministry of Home Affairs which is the nodal 
agency coordinating work in this regard. MHA, in its initial 
response, suggest ed that M EA depute an Indian DNA expe rt 
to Japan for examination of the remains in association with 
tfie 'identified ’"Japanese~expeff7“Since theDJMCT 'process falls 
under the purview of the MHA and the role of the MEA is 
limited to being that of a facilitator, it was conveyed to MHA 
that once they had taken a decision to subject the remains to 
DNA testing and selected the experts, MEA could thereafter 
take further action in facilitating their visit to Japan for 
liaison with the local government and the Renkoji Temple 
authorities. 

9. MHA subsequently clarified that the ‘appointment of 
experts for the purpose of DNA testing is to be done by the 
Justice Mukerjee Commission'. MHA has also clarified the 
following points: - 

• Issues like decision on holding of anthropological 
evaluation to determine feasibility of DNA testing/ 
selection of experts fall under the JMCI’s purview. 

• A formal meeting in MHA (with MEA and other 
concerned Ministries / Departments) to consider these 
issues is not necessary. 

• JMCI’s decision on these issues, as and when taken, 
could be conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of 

* experts to Japan. 

• MHA has conveyed suggestions received from Shri 
Sugata Bose, Director, Netaji Research Bureau, Kolkata 
underlying the following :- 

(a) the need to ensure that any test is done with the 
deepest reverence and respect; 
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(b) that any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA 
expert or experts in the world, and 

(c) that proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese 
sentiments, 

n y / 

10. Given the fact that this is a politically sensitive matter, 
there is a need to ensure that the concerns and sensitivities 
of all concerned are taken into account. Our efforts should be 
to ensure that the process of DNA testing is undertaken with 
utmost care and that the deepest reverence and respect is 
shown to the mortal remains of Netaji. 




* 
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FROM : JMCI 
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BY SPEED POS*T 

NO. JMCl/CO/20G2-2003/63(lll}/245 


From 


To 


Sliri t’.K, Seiipm>ta, 
SCCITtSCV. 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, ; 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of I ndia, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110 001 


Phone: 

Chtjinrran 
irtifttery 
Officer on 

i/wcjaf Duty - 2252-2766 
Ojjiw - 2262-2766/68 

e-mml : - V- - ’ 

jmc i n^cb^tal, 3, vjsnl net in y . _ . ■ ■ ; 

September 05, 2003 ; f 

fL ■ ■ 

:Crf '■ / pc : ■ 




Sir, 


Su b : D NA tests of alleged ashes of Neta ji 




t am directed to invite your attention to a news' item 
authenticate Netaji’s ‘ashes’ by DNA test “ published in the Delhi edition of the Statesman 
of Saturday, October 28, 1 99 5( by-line Subrata Sen of the Statesman News Service). A copy/ 
of the Statesman was filed before 
along with his affidavit no. JMCl/30 

From the first three paragraphs .... . 

Govt, of India had decided to conduct DNA 1 tests on the alleged ashes of Netaji kept i 
ihe Renkoji Temple in Japan for resolving the controversy shrouding the .alleged death 
Netaji It further appears that the Govt, of Japan had agreed to cooperate with the Govt/qfe. pp 
india in the matter of the DNA tests and had informed the Govt. < “ 

Netaj i had been preserved with the ashes which could be used for the DNA tests. pT 

A fere three of the news,- -“'further discloses that the Ministry of External AfFwrsX^i^^^?.. . 
would form a Committee to ascertain whether the ashes kept in the said temple were thosei^^^^^y' • 
of Netaji or not and that such a Committee would be comprised of the members from the|i?^>^€fe -T 

Q-Jj J-t Tv Ik. f A T 1 - it. V J_t fl Ir V J . L. , J aL*. C" „ T I ^ j. J. ' r\Xf A -Ch- /v itiA ' 

u 



. already been consulted and 

possible to verify the authenticity of the ashes from the tooth. 



I am now directed to request you to let the Commission know what actually ' 

happened with regard to the reported decision of the Govt, of India to opt for DNA tests of 
the alleged ashes of Netaji by forming a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI off! / Type 

cists etc ■' - ;■ .v>’/ ' 


from : jmci 


FAX NO. : 091 033 2 52 2765 


NOU. 
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' I 


\ .ini Jiit'ucd lo invite your nmec to the series o f eorresfxmd enco of the Commission 


’i > t >i : : v .i;nisti\ and tiie Mini Mr v of Home A Hairs regarding the Commission’s decision 


to h"n r li'sA iv'-ts of tiie alleged ashes of Neiaji. if it is found feasible alter necessary 
scientific t vsi s and cx a I nation You are detimiely awaie that on oxami nation nf the urn 
iilk'ttaiiv coma ini ns’ the ashes of Vguvi by i uo senior officials of the Embassy of India in 
Japan at the behest of the Commission it was found that the said urn contained some bones 
and [mils' iiauniems The Centre f or 1>NA Fingerprinung and Diagnostics, Hyderabad, and 
the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad .were approached for DNA tests 
of the allotted ashes containing bones and bone fragments but the Director of the Centre for : CMy 

.. . ■ „ , , • J rnr.. ........ -'C VYC 


Cellular and Molecular Biology informed their inability to conduct DNA tests in the 
ahs^gee of essential infrastructure for such tests. Thereafter some DNA scientists' of the •. . •; 
UK^USA and Germany were contacted. From the opinion of some of them it appears that CCA 
mitochondrial DNA tests may be possible after ascertaining the feasibility of separating 


DNA by conducting necessary scientific tests and evaluation. Now that the news th'ltheyf^^v^^yv-;-'; 

:mal Affairs, y AciiAA ■- 

r»j- .■ i ■Sr&'X ■/. 


Statesman discloses that as early as in 1995 the Govt of India , Ministry of External Affairs, ^. v 

derided lo form a Committee consisting of DNA experts from the USA and^UK, members'^ . 
from CBI and the DNA Testing Laboratory and others for ascertaining, hy DNA. t? 5 ts 
whether the alleged ashes were those of Netaji or not ? I am directed to request you • 

available the services of CDF£>, Hyderabad, a competent member of the CBI and . the 
experts named in the third paragraph of the said report, namely Dr. Michalle 
USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan of the UK, to the Commission so that the Co 


Cnclo As stated (One) £pjr£7Q rjQ^T 


° ' r ‘ f ■ f »-•* ■, - 

^ * ■ i. " * P 1 ^ i s _-* ' 'i i - 1 ‘ T-s 'p ' v “*ii J J > t ‘ t V C V"* p i. 

; * * A * \ ■ ■ / s ;■ " " -- J 

Yours faithfully, ! AA - 

A Q r ■ 1 •<$ i 

j , : rnUt ■ Cc, C.d jS-'t; . ^ V ^,''.”2' f : ' ! " Ar'CHMvu- ■ ■, a 

(P Jt; ¥ 

• .'N'.-t I .. .'.“J . . V'' ■■ ■ 

Secretary',:;; A'6'^ 

V "A “ : fdt> 


No. J M C l/E 0/2002 -2 003/B3( I i i )/245/ 1 


Copy forwarded to Sri U.K.Kalra, Director (IS), 
North Block, New Delhi/1 10001 , for information. 
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L'uKji Chivflrnmait 3ws tleciiW 
::-ci|rfitr UNA trotim* uffMajl's 
■‘jdur* kcps Lti Tokyo hefor*; 
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FROM : JMCI FOX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 _ NOU. 12 2003 03:27PM P3 


No. U-866/HMP/2003 





No. 



. P-.J’ff (Security )/Q > 

h/TJ && 



1 4 NOV 2003 


I am in receipt of your D.O. letter No. 25/4/NGO-VOL-X dated 
16 Ih October, 2003 along with its enclosures regarding the DNA 
examination of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, believed to be kept in Renkoji Temple, Japan. 


With regards, 



Yours sincerely, 


(L.K. Advani) 


Shri Yashwant Sinha, 
Minister of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

New Delhi. 


Copy with the letter under reference forwarded to JS(_S) lor 
appropriate action. 

(DEEPAK CHOPRA) 
PS to Deputy Prime Minister 






t/kt? 

MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 



SECRET 


October 16, 2003 


Dear Sri Advaniji, 



a 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) set up by 
the Government in December 1999 to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose has been examining the question of carrying out DNA tests of the 
alleged mortal remains of Netaji believed to be kept in a temple in Japan. 
MHA have already clarified to JMCI that appointment of experts for such 
testing is to be done by the Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
Nevertheless, given the politically sensitive nature of the issue, I felt that 
it would be important for the Government to firm up its own thinking on 
the vital issues surrounding this matter and the position that needs to be 
adopted as and when JMCI approaches the Government in this regard. 

2. The primary question, of course, is whether DNA testing of the 
ashes should be conducted at all and if they are to be conducted 
whether it should be done by Indian and/or Japanese experts, or by a 
panel of international experts. The criteria and parameters for selecting 
DNA experts who fulfil the requirement of being “the top DNA experts in 
the world" (as desired by Smt. Krishna Bose, MP) would also need to be 
clear to us so that as and when JMCI takes a decision in this regard, the 
Government should be in a position to satisfy itself that the experts are 
indeed qualified to carry out the task. Other questions like whether the 
tests should be conducted in Japan or India or elsewhere would be 
dependent again on assessment we make of where the facilities of the 
highest order are to be found for such tests. It would also be desirable to 
take a view on the association of members of Netaji's family during the 
opening of the casket and/or DNA testing of Netaji’s alleged mortal 
remains. Similarly, it would need to be ensured that no religious or 
emotional sentiments are upset in the process of taking out the ashes for 
carrying out the DNA test. Thus, appropriate Buddhist religious rites and 
Hindu traditions in this regard would need to be understood before the 
ashes are taken out for DNA testing. These and other associated 
questions would need to be understood and scrutinized, if not already 
done. 

3. This being a politically sensitive and volatile issue attracting 
considerable media attention, any suggestion by the JMCI or others of 
Government apathy or lack of cooperation would attract criticism. 
Similarly, failure by JMCI in implementing its decisions or failure to 
observe the appropriate traditions and customs while opening the casket 






or taking out the ashes may also be seen as a failure of the Government 
to assist the JMCI appropriately. 

4. In view of the above, I had asked the concerned officers in the 
Ministry to prepare a brief background note on the basis of records 
available with us. A copy of this note is enclosed. As the JMCI process 
falls under the purview of the Ministry of Home Affairs and the role of the 
Ministry of External Affairs is limited to being that of a facilitator, I thought 
of bringing this matter to your attention. 


With regards. 



(Yashwant Sinha) 


Shri L.K. Advani, 

Deputy Prime Minister & 

Minister of Home Affairs, 

Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, 
Government of India, 

New Delhi. 


BACKGROUND ON THE PROPOSAL FOR DNA 
EXAMINATION OF THE ALLEGED MORTAL REMAINS OF 

NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, BELIEVED TO BE 

KEPT IN RENKOJI TEMPLE, JAPAN 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) 
was set up in December 1999 to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments 
connected therewith- including whether Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is dead or alive; if he is dead, whether he died 
in the plane crash, as alleged; and whether the ashes in the 
Japanese temple are indeed the ashes of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that in 
February 1995, the Union Cabinet had considered the 
question of bringing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji from 
Japan to India. While deferring a final decision in the matter, 
the Cabinet had then directed that the dependability of the 
arrangements in Japan should be properly examined and 
that a contingency plan for the proper upkeep of the mortal 
remains should be drawn up. 

3. Thereafter, in September 1995, Shri Ashish C. Ray of 
CNN who is the son of Netaji ’s elder brother, had proposed to 
the Prime Minister to arrange the conducting of a DNA test, 
which could provide conclusive and incontrovertible evidence 
as to whether the ashes at Renkoji Temple, are Netaji’s or 
not. It was then further proposed that an international team 
of experts, one of whom could be from the DNA Centre at 
Hyderabad, besides observers from the Bose family and other 
groups, be entrusted with the job. 

4. The aspect of security of the ‘ashes’ kept in an urn at 
the Renkoji Temple, was also considered and highlighted in 
the then Foreign Secretary’s letter dated 19 June 1995 to the 
then Home Secretary. It was pointed out then that, like all 
Shrines in Japan, there is no security, except what is 


ensured by the reverence and respect shown by the Japanese 
towards religious places. The door is normally kept closed 
though there is no guarantee that it is always locked. It was 
also stressed that the Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the 
ashes of Netaji and is visited by other worshippers. Any 
request from the Indian side to strengthen security was seen 
as not likely to be received kindly by the Japanese, as the 
Shrine is a place of worship open to all, and could also 
provoke the Japanese to suggest that the ashes should be 
taken to India. 

5. In September 2002 a JMCI team visited the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo, Japan where it is believed Netaji’s ashes are 
kept. The Embassy of India, Tokyo was requested to obtain 
expert advice on whether the ashes contain material that can 
be used for DNA testing. The Mission in Tokyo located a 
Japanese expert, by the name of Prof. Momoki Hirai of the 
University of Tokyo. The expert agreed to do the requisite 
examination on the remains to ascertain whether it can be 
tested for DNA. 


6. In the meanwhile, Smt. Krishna Bose, Member of 
Parliament and Chairperson of the Standing Committee on 
External Affairs wrote to our Ambassador in Tokyo, 
conveying that while she had no objection to the proposal, 
'prior and proper arrangements should be made by selecting 
top DNA experts in the world’. The Renkoji Temple 
authorities on their part had expressed ‘concern with regard 
to the opening and re-opening of the mortal remains of Netaji 
in view of the religious sensitivities under Buddhist 
traditions’ and had conveyed to our Mission, the need to 
observe proper formalities and notice from the GOI for 
opening the casket for DNA test, etc. 


7. A meeting taken by Special Secretary (JSK) in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs on 20 May 2003 had discussed the 
issue of DNA testing of Netaji’s alleged remains. MHA officials 
pointed out that blood samples of two sons of the elder 
brother of Netaji and one person from his maternal lineage, 
collected by the Commission had been sent to the DNA 
testing centre in Hyderabad. The Chief Forensic Adviser 
present at the meeting opined that material for a DNA test 


can be isolated from un-burnt bones and teeth but not from 
ash. However to ascertain this, the contents of the urn 
containing the ashes, kept at the Renkoji Temple would need 
to be examined. 

8. In the light of the observations made by Smt. Krishna 
Bose, advice on the required parameters for identification of 
a suitable DNA expert and as to whether a Japanese and an 
Indian expert needed to work together on the project was 
sought from the Ministry of Home Affairs which is the nodal 
agency coordinating work in this regard. MHA, in its initial 
response, suggested that MEA depute an Indian DNA expert 
to Japan for examination of the remains in association with 
the identified Japanese expert. Since the JMCI process falls 
under the purview of the MHA and the role of the MEA is 
limited to being that of a facilitator, it was conveyed to MHA 
that once they had taken a decision to subject the remains to 
DNA testing and selected the experts, MEA could thereafter 
take further action in facilitating their visit to Japan for 
liaison with the local government and the Renkoji Temple 
authorities. 

/ 9. MHA subsequently clarified that the ‘appointment of 
experts for the purpose of DNA testing is to be done by the 
Justice Mukerjee Commission’. MHA has also clarified the 
following point s:- 

• Issues like decision on holding of anthropological 
evaluation to determine feasibility of DNA testing/ 
selection of experts fall under the JMCI’s purview. 

• A formal meeting in MHA (with MEA and other 
concerned Ministries / Departments) to consider these 
issues is not necessary. 

• JMCI’s decision on these issues, as and when taken, 
could be conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of 
experts to Japan. 

• MHA has conveyed suggestions received from Shri 
Sugata Bose, Director, Netaji Research Bureau, Kolkata 
underlying the following: - 

(a) the need to ensure that any test is done with the 
deepest reverence and respect; 


(b) that any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA 
expert or experts in the world, and 

(c) that proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese 
sentiments. 

10. Given the fact that this is a politically sensitive matter, 
there is a need to ensure that the concerns and sensitivities 
of all concerned are taken into account. Our efforts should be 
to ensure that the process of DNA testing is undertaken with 
utmost care and that the deepest reverence and respect is 
shown to the mortal remains of Netaji. 





UMESH KALRA 
DIRECTOR(S) 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 


DO.No.I/12014/13/2000-NCB 


Dear 


Dated 12.1.04 ■ 

(j \ 


Please refer to your d.o No.25/4/NGO-VoI.X dated 3.11.03 regarding 
the^^ Vn^~~?yf-f>AiA testing nf t hr. ..alleged m ortal remain s ^eT - Nci aj i Snfafrg 
Chandr a Dose i n th e Renk o ji Temple ii rrfa 
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Yours sincerely, 


(UT ~ 


(UMESH KALRA) 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director(CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


UMESH KALRA 
DIRECTOR(S) 


DO.No.I/12014/13/2000-NCB 


Dated 15,1.04 


Dear 


Please refer to your d.o No.25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 3.11.03 regarding 
the news-item published on 28.10.95 in the “Statesman”. 

We have gone through the available MHA records of the relevant 
period. It is found that no committee of the type mention in the news-item 
published on 28.10.95 in the “Statesman” was constituted by this Ministry in 
connection with holding the proposed DNA test on the alleged ashes of Netjai 
kept in the Renkoji temple. 

It will be seen that the news-item contains various references to 
sources in MEA and JMCI has sought the response of your Ministry in the 
matter. It will therefore be appropriate if a suitable reply is sent to JMCI 
from your end 


Yours sincerely, 


IA aJ ! 

^XIMESH KALRA) 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director(CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



t 





Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI 


April 5, 2004 


Dear 



Please refer to your letter No. J MCI/ EO/ 2002- 


2003/83(111)/ 245, dated September 5, 2003 drawing attention 
to a news item published on 28.10.95 in the ‘Statesman’ 
indicating that ‘ the Government had decided to conduct DNA 
tests on the alleged mortal remains/ ashes of Netaji kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan’. 



2. The 1995 news item contains a reference about the 
‘composition of a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI 
officials etc.’. The matter was referred to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. The MHA has conveyed that on scrutiny of available 
MHA records of the relevant period, it has been found that no 
Committee of the type mentioned in the news -item was 
constituted for the said purpose. MHA has also separately 
clarified the following points related to DNA testing of the 
alleged mortal remains/ashes of Netaji:- 

• The appointment of experts for the purpose of DNA 
testing is to be done by the Justice Mukerjee 
Commission. 


• Issues like decision on holding of anthropological 
evaluation to determine feasibility of DNA testing/ 
selection of experts fall under the JMCI’s purview. 

• JMCI’s decision on these issues, as and when taken, 
could be conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of 
experts to Japan. 




: 2 : 






3. The Ministry of Home Affairs has also conveyed 
suggestions received from Shri Sugata Bose, Director, 
Netaji Research Bureau, Kolkata underlying the 
following: - 

(a) the need to ensure that any test is done with the 
deepest reverence and respect; 

(b) that any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA 
expert or experts in the world, and 

(c) that proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese 
sentiments. 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/- 

(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 



opy for information to 

Shri U.K.Kalra, Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, NCB-II 
Section, North Block, New Delhi, with reference to his letter 
No. 1/12014/ 13/2000-NCB dted 15H.2004. 



_ S' ^ 

Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
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Subhash Chandra Bose Rashtriya Vichar Manch 
Kendriya Karyalaya, "Ram Bhawan" Civil Lines, FA1ZABAD . 224 001 (U.P.) 


No.I/12014/13/2000-NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 









New Delhi dated 23.7.04 
To 

The Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), > 

1 1/A Mir/. a Ghalib Street, 

Kolkatta 700087. 

Sir, 

1 am directed to enclose herewith a copy of communication 
No.92/04 dated 30.6.04 received from Sh.Shakti Singh, President, 
Subhas Chandra Bose, Rashtriya Vichar Maneh, Faizabad for 
information and appropriate action as you may deem fit. 
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Subhash Chandra Bose Rashtriya Vichar Manch 
Kendriya Karyalaya, "Ram Bhawan" Civil Lines, FAIZABAD . 224 001 (U.P.) 



- 



Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry 7 into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India. Ministry of Home Affairs 

B' Block (3 ,d floor), 11/A Mtrza Ghaiib Street, Kolkata-700087 




/ 

: 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3 . vsnl . net. in 


D O. No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(iii)/ 46 


May 26, 2004 


Dear Sir, 


This Commission has been set up by the Government of India for inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, a national leader of India, as the 
claim of some people that he died in a plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and 
was cremated there and that his ashes were preserved in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, is 
disputed by others. The points of inquiry before the Commission include, inter-alia, the 
following > 
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1. Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in the alleged plane crash, 

2. Whether the alleged ashes kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan are ashes 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

A recent inspection of the casket has revealed that it contains : 

1 . Some pieces of bone fragments greenish in colour; 

2. Two flat pieces appearing to be parts of the skull,' 

3. A brown paper bundle containing what appears to be teeth and other bone 
fragments; 

4. A thing what appear? to be a portion of the jaw with recesses where teeth 
might have been, 

5. More bone fragments; 


For a thorough and scientific probe into the points of inquiry and, for that matter, 
to establish the identity of the deceased this Commission intends to get DNA. tests done 
in respect of the above mortal remains. Now the question is whether DNA tests can be 
conducted on the said mortal remains for the purpose indicated above if blood samples 
are made available from both paternal and maternal lineage of Subhas Chandra Bose. In 
other words , the Commission wants to know about the feasibility of DNA tests on the 
mortal remains for the purpose of establishing the identity of deceased. 



Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, 
India, and Dr. V.K.Kashyap, Director, Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata, 
India have highly recommended your name and furnished the Commission with your 
address and bio-data . They have also made the Commission acquainted with some of 
your remarkable achievements in this field. Both of them regard you as the right person 
for the nature of scientific work required to be done for the purposes of this inquiry. If IF 



2 




intended DNA test of the said mortal remains is feasible, the Commission may be 
informed of the procedure to be followed, steps to be taken and your terms and conditions 
for rendering your valuable services for this purpose to the Commission. 

An early reply will be highly appreciated. 

With regards. 


Yours sincerely. 



( P.K Sengupta) 
Secretary 


To 

Prof. N. Saitou, 

Department of Genetics, 

National In stitute of Genetics, 

University of Tokyo, 

1111, Yata, Mishima, 411-8540, 

Japan 

D O. No, JMC1/ EO/2002-2003/83(iii)/46/l May 26, 2004 

Copy forwarded to Sri Rajesh, Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, North Block, New Delhi-1 10001 



( P.K Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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Subhash Chandra Bose Rashtriya Vichar Manch 
Kendriya Karyataya, "Ram Bhawan" Civil Lines, FAIZABAD . 224 001 (U.P.) 
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To 


No. 1/1201 4/1 3/2000-NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated 4. 1 0.04 




The Secretary, 

Justice Mukbeijee Commission of Inquiry , 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkatta-700087. 


Sir, 

In continuation of this Ministry’s letter of even No. dated 23.7.04 
the undersigned is directed to forward herewith the 2 nd communication 
/ dated 25.7.04 received from Shri Shakti Singh, President, Subhas 
Chandra Bose, Rashtriya Viehar Manch, Faizabad for information and 
necessary action as deemed fit. 



Yours faithfully, 


(UMESHK-AfcRA)^ 

Bl£ECTOR(S) 
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Subhash Chandra Bose Rashtriya Vichar Manch 
Kendriya Karyalaya, "Ram Bhawan" Civil Lines, FAIZABAD . 224 001 (U.P.) 


t : JMCI 


FftX NO. : 09i 033 252 2765 



Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

l« the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 

S ecretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

l or inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India. Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B r Block floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalitj Street. Koikata-7000»7 

D.O,No,.!MCl/EO/2002-2003tg3(Hi}/269 


NfJ 1 . 1 . 10 ,±(304 02I5BPH PI 


W 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 



November 09,2004 


Dear 


I am directed to request you to kindly refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO-X1I dated 3 1 May, 2001 
regarding DNA test of die alleged ashes of Netaji Subbas Chan dm Bose kepi in the Renkoji Temple and 
also to my d.o totter No. JMCI/ECF2002-03.83(III)/86 dated June 1 7, 2004 in reply to your tetter. 


Drawing your attention to the third para of yotir above-quote! letter dated V* May, 2004, I am 
directed to request you to let the Commission know whether any ‘ amal request was made to the Head 
Priest of the temple and, if so. the result of feat request. In my d o. letter No. 83(1 Iff 86 dated 17* June, 
2004 i inferred you that the Commission bad no objection to the stipulation mentioned in fee second 
sentence of fee first para of your above-quoted letter dated 31 May, 2004. Till now no reply w my d-o. 
Setter dated 1 7 1 * June, 2004 has been received. 




28 ? 

£ 




Meanwhile, fee photographs of the alleged ashes, as received from fee Indian Embassy in Japan, 
were shown to Dr. Laiji Singh, Director, 02MB at Hyderabad. I am directed to send herewith a copy of 
his letter No: CCMB/LS dated November 3, 2004 addressed to the Hon'ble Chairman of fee Commission 
in which he has expressed his opinion afco.it fee feasibility or otherwise of fee DNA test of the alleged 
ashes- 


inviting your notice to fee third :*ra of fee tetter of Dr. Laiji Singh, 1 would request you to kindly 
intimate fee Commission whether fee Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple would accede to a request to 
allow a competent person to be deputed fry the Commission *to sort out fee potentially Iffa feared pieces 
of bones’ from fee casket containing fee alleged ashes for fee purpose of ascertaining whe* t DNA may be 
extracted from such pieces of bones. 



FROM : JMCI 


FOX HO. : 091 033 252 2765 
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further action will be taken by the Commission after receiving yotir reply. 



With regards* 


A 


Cne: As above 



(P,K- Sengtipta) 
Secretary 


Mr. LD-Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Af&irs* Government of India* 
South Block, 

New Delhi HO 00 1 


* 


D.O NoJMCl/EO/2002-2003/83(tiiy269/ 1 November 9 , 2004 


Copy fonvaided to Sri UK.Kaira Director (&X Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India, North Block, 
New Delhi- 1 lOtiOl tor information md necessary action. Copy of the lett3er NO CCM&LS dated 3 ^ 
November* 2004 of Dr, Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB is enclosed 
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CENTRE FOR CELLULAR AND MOLECUi&ILBfOLQGY 

(Council o f Scientific & Industrial Research) 

Uppal Road, Hyderabad - 500 007, India 


*■ 

sT. cTTcTDrl f?-f£ Dr. Lalji Singh 

PrOjHT Director 

No. DCCMS/LS 
November 3, 2004 

Shri Justice M K Mukherjee 
The Hon'ble Chairman 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
Koikata 700 087 




Dear Shri Mukherjee, 

I 

Shri P K Sengupta, Secretary. Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose came to CCMB, Hyderabad on 2 ad 
November 2004 at IC:C0 pm. He came to the laboratory on 3" 1 November at 10:30 am and a 
meeting was held with the Director, COMB, Dr Lalji Singh and the Scientist-in-charge of the 
Ancient DMA Facility, Dr K Thangaraj. 

The photographs of the ashes supposed to be that of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose were 
carefully looked at. From the photographs, it appears that the bones are completely burnt 
leaving very little hope for the survival of DNA. However, on the examination of plates 4 and 
5, if appears that there may bo some portions of teeth and jaw bones relatively less charred 
compared to the other bonss. Attempts could be made to bring those pieces of bones, which 
are relatively loss charred to isolate DNA and to establish the identity of the deceased. 

The Ancient DNA facility at CCMB, which has been set-up with the funding support of the 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
is fully functional. It is advisable that a scientist, specifically molecular biologist, could be 
requested to sort out the potentially less charred pieces of bones from a place of its storage 
in Japan to bring it to India. These selected pieces could be sealed in a plastic bag and 
brought to India at room temperature, ft is not required to store the pieces of bones in ice or 
dry ice container. We are retaining the photographs brought by Shri Sengupta for our 
records. 

With kind regards, 

jf| I 

Yours sincerely, 

j.- tfyk — ; 

( Lalji Singh ] 



X 

l 

( 


(Of') 27160/33 

Telephone : CPABX 27160222 - -H 

(flGSi.) 2716055b, 27160556 


International : *01. 40-27160252, 27160591, 27' 60311 f - fatji 9 .ecffl&fes Jn 

Fax India 040-27160252, 27160591,2716031? : lalji ©ccinfr/esjn 

Web site ; www.ccmUrGs.rn ^ : 

r Tate gram 


trofaxsi 

Pradyot Kumar Sertgupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

f B T Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kofkata-700087 


ft : 033-2252-2835, 2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-276 5 
e-mail : 

imcinsd?rgical3.vsiii.net.iii 


D,O.NoJMCl/EO/2Q02-20G3/83(IIl)/269 


November 09,2004 


Dear 


I am directed to request you to kindly refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO-XH dated 3J May, 2004 


regarding DNA test of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Retikoji Temple and 
also to my Ao. letter No. JMCI/E0^2002-03.83(III)/86 dated June 17, 2004 in reply to your letter. 

Drawing your attention to the third para of your above-quoted letter dated 3 rd May, 2004, 1 am 
directed to request you to let the Commission know whether any formal request was made to the Head 
Priest of the temple an A if so, the result of that request. In my do. letter No. 83(IH)/86 dated 17* June, 
2004 I informed you that the Commission had no objection to the stipulation mentioned in the second 
sentence of the first para of your above-quoted letter dated 31 May, 2004. Till now no reply to my d.o. 
letter dated 1 7* June, 2004 has been received. 

Meanwhile, the photographs of the alleged ashes, as received from the Indian Embassy in Japan, 
were shown to Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB at Hyderabad. I am directed to send herewith a copy of 
his letter N^)CCMB/LS dated November 3, 2004 addressed to the Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission 
in which he has expressed his opinion about the feasibility or otherwise of the DNA test of fee alleged 
ashes. 

Inviting your notice to the third para of the letter of Dr. Lalji Singh, I would request you to kindly 
intimate the Commission whether the Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple would accede to a request to 
allow a competent person to be deputed by the Commission ‘to sort out the potentially Ifss charred pieces 
of bones' from the casket containing fee alleged ashes for the purpose of ascertaining whether DNA may be 
extracted from such pieces of bones. 


Further action will be taken by the Commission after recei ving your reply. 


With regards, 


Yours 





Enc: As above 


(P,K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Mr. L.D.Ralte 
Director (CN V) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001 



November 9, 2004 


Copy forwarded to Sri UK.Kaba Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India, North Block, 
New Delhi- 1 10001 for information and necessary action. Copy of the lett3er NO CCMB/LS dated 3 1 ** 
November, 2004 of Dr, Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB is enclosed. 



Enc: As above 


Secretary 


XJcf SIFTfcRJj oTlcifci^nct cbc^ 

(%lte T^TT 3Tl^M^ 3TJHSfFr 

^TeT ffe, t<OTTTC - 500 007, *ITCrT 


^T. dftcfuft f?% Dr. Lalji Singh 

Director 

No. DCCMB/LS 
November 3, 2004 



Shri Justice M K Mukherjee 
The Hon’ble Chairman 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of inquiry 
Kolkata 700 087 


COM 

CENTRE FOR CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 

(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) 

Uppal Road, Hyderabad - 500 007, India 




Dear Shri Mukherjee, 

Shri P K Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose came to CCMB, Hyderabad on 2 nd 
November 2004 at 10:00 pm. He came to the laboratory on 3 fd November at 10:30 am and a 
meeting was held with the Director, CCMB, Dr Lalji Singh and the Scientist-in-charge of the 
iL Ancient DNA Facility, Dr K Thangaraj. 

The photographs of the ashes supposed to be that of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose were 
carefully looked at. From the photographs, it appears that the bones are completely burnt 
leaving very little hope for the survival of DNA. However, on the examination of plates 4 and 
6, it appears that there may be some portions of teeth and jaw bones relatively less charred 
compared to the other bones. Attempts could be made to bring those pieces of bones, which 
are relatively less charred to isolate DNA and to establish the identity of the deceased. 

The Ancient DNA Facility at CCMB, which has been set-up with the funding support of the 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
is fully functional. It is advisable that a scientist, specifically molecular biologist, could be 
requested to sort out the potentially less charred pieces of bones from a place of its storage 
in Japan to bring it to India. These selected pieces could be sealed in a plastic bag and 
brought to India at room temperature. It is not required to store the pieces of bones in ice or 
dry ice container. We are retaining the photographs brought by Shri Sengupta for our 
records. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

uJjMx 

[ Lalji Singh ] 
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(Of!) 27160789 

Telephone : EPASX : 27160222 - 41 

(Rest.) 27160565, 27160556 


international ; +91-40-27160252, 27160591, 27160311 
Fax India : 040-27160252,27160591,27160311 

Website : www.ccmb.res.in 




1? : laiji@ccmb.resJo 

E-mail ; laJjE@ccmb + res. in 
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Office : 

Room No. ; 5 
Bar association. 

High Court, Calcutta, 

Phone :(033) 248-3190/3169, 
Fax : 1033) 248-2313, 

E^mait : barasohc@cai.cmc.net. in 


"7a ra&edzvaa 7^at 

Advocate 

Senior Consul L To The Government of Indie 
In Justice Mukherjee Commission Qf 
Inquiry For Inquiry Into The Alleged Disappearance Of 
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BY SPEED POST WITH A/D 


To 

, The Director (S), 

^ Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 
North Block utrto/ 


Dear Sir, 



Be. * Hearing of the Netaji inquiry Commission 
to be held on 7th January, £00 6. 



IT 

This is A inform that on the last date of hearing, 

9th December, £004 "the witnesses t (1) Dr. V.K. Kashyap, Director, 
Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata - 700 017, and 
(2) Sri Amar Singh, Govt. Examiner of Questioned Documents, 

Bureau of Police Research and Development, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, Railway Board Building, Simla-171003, 
- who examined as experts, several handwriting forwarded by Jche 
Hon'ble Commission, were summoned for their examination, but^did 
not attend. 

As has been desired by the Hon* ble Chairman of the 
Commission, you are requested to take necessary steps to ensure 
their presence at the said next hearing on 7th January, 2004, 
which day is the last day for taking evidence and on which day 
hearing arguments is going to be started* 


Thanking you. 



Copy to t 




1. Dr. V.K. Kashyap, Director, 

Central Forensic science Laboratory, 
Kolkata - 700 017, 


Yours faithfully, 

■i ar ^ >i ^ 


( Tarakeswar Pal ) 
Advocate 




2 * Sri Amar Singh, 

Govt. Examiner of Questioned Documents, 

. Bureau of Police Research and Development, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, 
Railway Board Building, 

Simla - 171 003, 







-for infonaation and necessary action. 
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BY SPSSp POST WITH Aj6p -^ aU 26 th pec emb e r , 2004 


To 

j The Director (S), 

^ Ministry of Home Affairs, 
uoverament of India, 
North Block. 


Dear sir, 

He, t Hearing of the Neta^i Inquery 

Commission starting on and from 
7th January , 2005 . 



Please convey the necessary instructions, if any, 
from your end, in the proceeding of argument in the hearing 
of the Commission, immediately, which is being started on 
7th January, 2005, 

With this may I ask for return of the Affidavits 
by several deponents as sent to you, immediately. 



yours faithfully, 







Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 


Subject: 


Hearing of the(Netaji Inquiry Commission brtse held on 


7 th January, 2005. 


The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy of letter 
dated 26.12.04 received frojjL_Shri Tarakeswar Pal, Sr. Govt. Consel 
appointed to represent in 4M_CL<m behalf of Govt, of India, regarding 
attendance of Dr. Kashyap in the proceedings of JMCI on 7/1/05, 


- T „ _ „ _ 

As the JMCf has beenassigned tv> evolve an outstanding and 
i^ersial 4sime--Felattng tu* disappearance of Netaji Subhash 



Chandra BoseNtt-4945, it will be appreciated if all types of assistance 
and cooperation is extended; as antr when/the Commission seeds^it-^ 
a ls o r e que s ted that d i r ec t i o n of tfre~3M€I may be complied by -thc ^ 
rnneernf-d officers /experts as andwhen-it-neexls. 


Shr 


ccd 



(UMESH KALRA) 
DIRECTOR(S) 


', Director General (BPR&D), Block No.l 1, 4 th Floor, 
, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 


MHA U.O.No.I/12014/13/2OOO-IS(D.V)/NCB-II dated 13.1.05 

Copy to: 1. Dr. V.K. Kashyap, 

Director, 

Central Forensic Science Laboratory, 

Kolkatta - 700017. 




2. Sri Amar Singh, 

Govt. Examiner of Questioned Documents, 
Bureau of Police Research and Development, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, 
Railway Board Building, 

Simla -171 003. 


Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Division 




A 


Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged 

disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy of letter 
dated 26.12.04 received from Shri Tarakeswar Pal, Sr. Govt. Ccjnsel 
appointed to represent in Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry on 
behalf of Govt, of India, regarding attendance of Dr. Kashyap in the 
proceedings of JMCI on 7/1/05. 

As the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set 
up under the Commissions of Inquiry Act and has to finalise its report 
on the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in a time bound 
manner before 14.5.2005, it will be appreciated if assistance and 
cooperation is extended on priority as and when required by the 
Commission. 



(U 


rh 

DIRECTOR(S) / 

The Director General (BPR&D), Block No.l 1, 4 th Floor, CGO Complex, Lodhi q L 
Road, New Delhi 

MHA U.O.No.I/12014/13/2000-IS(D.V)/NCB-II dated 17.1.05 

7 ^ 


& 



Dr. V.K. Kashyap, 

Director, 

Centra] Forensic Science Laboratory, 

Kolkatta- 700017. 

Sri Amar Singh, 

Govt. Examiner of Questioned Documents, 
Bureau of Police Research and Development, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, 
Railway Board Building, 

Simla -171 003. 


Bureau of Police Research & Development 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 


\^\°1 


>• 


Subject : Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


MHA may please refer to their UO No.I/12014/13/2000-IS(D.V)/NCB-II dated 
17/20.1.05 on the above subject. 


2. It is stated that Dr.Kashyap is presently posted as Director in the Central 

Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata under the administrative control of Director cum Chief 
Forensic Scientist, Directorate of Forensic Science. A copy of MHA’s UO dated 17/20. .05 
received in this Bureau without enclosure has been endorsed to the Director cum Chief 
Forensic Scientist, Directorate of Forensic Science for doing the needful and future 
correspondence. 


% 



MHA (Shri Umesh Kalra. DirectorfS) Security Division) 
BPR&D UO No. 15/2/2004-PA 

Copy for information to 



(A.K/Sood) 
Assistant Director(Adm) 


Dated ^ -j January ,2 005. 


Dr.M.S.Rao, Director cum Chief Forensic Scientist, Directorate of Forensic Science, 
Block No. 11, 4 lh Floor, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi for information alongwith the 
letter referred to above in original for further needful please. . ^ 

(A.K.Sood) 
Assistant Director(Adm) 



No. DFS/19(l)/2003 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Directorate of Forensic Science 

Block No.ll. 3'4 ,h Floor, 
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, 
New Delhi-110 003 
Dated: February 2005 

M 




To 


The Director, 

Central Forensic Science Laboratory, 

Kolkata. 

The Government Examiner of Questioned Documents, 

Shimla. 

Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose - reg 

Sir, 


I am directed to enclose herewith a copy of UO note No. 1/12014/13/2000- 
IS(D.V)NCB-II dated 1 7 lh January 2005 received from the Ministry of Home Affairs on the subject 
mentioned above and to request you to please assist, cooperate and extend all possible help on priority 
to the Justice Mukhrjee Commission as and when required by them. 


Yours faithfully, 

\ 

(K. V. Ravikumar) 
Sr. Scientific Officer Gr. I (FS) 

Copy forwarded for information to MHA (Shri Umesh Kalra, Director(S), Security 
Division, New Delhi with reference to their UO No. 1/1201 4/1 3/2000-ISD.Vj/NCB-II date^/20-01- 
2005 


Ravikumar) 
Sr. Scientific Officer Gr. I (FS) 


No..3.«g 
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L.D.Ralte 

Joint Secretary (CNVj 




D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XrV 


25 April 2005 


A 



Dear 


Reference correspondence regarding DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. JMCI has already been informed vide our letter no. 25/4/NGO-XI dated 31 
May 2004 that Reverend Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in 

Tokyo, had conveyed to our Ambassador in Tokyo that even though he had 
reservations from the spiritual angle, he had no objection to a DNA test being 
conducted on the mortal remains in his custody. It was further conveyed that if the 
DNA test confirms the remains to be those of Netaji, he would be willing to hand over 
to India the casket containing the ashes, but he would also like to keep a portion of 
the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. JMCI, when informed of this, had 
conveyed its ‘no objection’ to the Head Priest’s request. 


3. Thereafter, the Mission made a formal proposal to Reverend Mochizuki to 
allow a competent person from the Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology 
(CCMB), Hyderabad to be deputed by the Justice Mukerjee Commission of Inquiry to 
select the pieces from the mortal remains. 


4. The response received from Reverend Mochizuki to this formal proposal is 
enclosed, alongwith an unofficial English translation. The Chief Priest has agreed to 
the DNA testing of the remains, but has requested for sufficient notice of the arrival 
of the expert/ s from India. He has also requested for recognition of his father and for 
himself in case of positive confirmation of the DNA testing. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- 
(L.D.Ralte) 

Shri M. Roy 
Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 



Copy for information to 


Shri U.K.Kalra, Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, NCB-II Section, North Block, New 
Delhi, with reference to correspondence resting with the status position on the DNA 
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JUSTICE fiUUKHERJEE COMlVSJSSiON OF IMGUIRY 
For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Suiuias Chandra Hose. 

'B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mir/a Ghalib Street, KoIkata-700087 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


Phone: 


Chmrmctn - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2522 - 276 / 

Officer on 

Spec iS Duty “ 2522-2 76 5 
Office - 2522 - 276 ^ 6 ? 


l_^\ cni 


e-mail : 
jmeinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 





No. J MC l/EO/2002-03/83{ I V)/33 


May 20. 2005 



From : The Secretary 

Justice Mtikhcrjee Commission of Inquiry 


To 

The Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government o PI ndia. 

New Delhi- 1] 0001 


Sub: Proposed DNA lest on the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoii Temple in Japan 


st*- 


Slr, 

I am directed to refer to your D.O. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol..X!V dated April 25, 2005 
r^Vj^reecived by this Commission on May 2, 2005 on the above subject and to state certain facts 


before replying to your letter under reference. 

On June 16, 2004 the Commission received from the Director (CNV), Ministry of 


External Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi his letter No.25/4/NGG-Xl dated May 3 1 , 
2004 in which the Commission was informed that the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple had 
given his clearance for the DNA test on the mortal remains lying in his custody subject to the 
condition that in the event of those remains being confirmed, on such test, to be those of Netaji, 
he would be willing to hand over to India the casket containing the ashes after keeping a portion 




of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. If in consideration ofllic atbresaid oiler ol the 


Head Priest, the Commission , it was further stated in that letter, decided to conduct the DNA test, 
a formal request would have to be made to the Head Priest, and Ministry of External Allans 
would be happy to discuss the further steps to be taken in pursuance of such decision of the 
Commission. In reply, the Commission addressed its D.O. letter No.JMCl/EO/2002-03/83/(III)/86 
dated June 17. 2004 to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs confirming its decision 


to conduct the DNA test oil the ashes, communicating its acceptance o T the Head Priest's oiler 
in toto and requesting the Ministry to take further necessary action in the matter. While the 
Commission was awaiting the Ministry's response in this regard, it (the Co mmissio n) received 
from the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology. Hyderabad their letter dated November 
3, 2004 containing an advice for collection of potentially less charred bone pieces from the ashes 
kept at the Renkoji Temple and transmission of the same to India for the purpose of 
ascertaining the feasibility of the proposed DNA test. A copy of that letter was forwarded by 
the Commission to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs along with its D.O. letter 
No JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/(lII)/269 dated November 9, 2004 with a request to let the 
Commission know whether the Renkoji Temple authorities would accede to a request to allow a 
competent person to be deputed by the Commission to sort out the potentially less charred pieces 
of bones from the casket containing the ashes lying with the Renkoji Temple. The Commission 
forwarded a copy of that letter together with a copy of the enclosure thereof to the 
Director(S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi also for information 
and necessary action. Copies of those correspondence are enclosed for ready reference. 

The letter under reference which is, in fact, your reply to the Commission’s D.O. letter 
dated November 9. 2004 referred to above reveals, inter alia , that the Indian Mission in Japan 
having made in deference to the Commission’s request a formal proposal to the Head Priest of 
the Temple to allow a competent person to be deputed by the Commission for the purpose of 
selection of potentially less charred bone pieces from the mortal remains lying with the 
Temple, the Head Priest had sent a reply thereto , agreeing to the DNA testing of the remains. A 
copy of the Head Priest’s reply together with English translation thereof has also been made 
available to the Commission along with the letter under reference. The reply received from the 
Head Priest does not, however, answer much less approve the formal proposal forwarded to him 
at the instance of this Commission. 


3 w 




I 5 " 4 


In the circumstances stated above, I am further directed to request you kindly to persuade 
the Temple authorities to give their consent to selection of potentially less charred bones from 
the casket in terms of the fourth paragraph of the Commission’s D.O. letter dated November 9, 
2004 referred to above so as to facilitate the DNA testing without further loss of time. 

Ends: As above. Yours faithfully 

* 

Secretary 

No. JMCI/EO/2002-03/83(lV)/33/l May 20, 2005 

Copy with copies of enclosures forwarded to: 

The Joint Secretary (S), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi-1 10 001- for information and favour of taking necessary action. 

Ends: As above 



Secretary 


/ 
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L.D. Italic 
Direcloi(CNV) 


No.25 / d / /NGO-Xl 




^/Lc 



/ 

An^ oxure-n/4 / S' S' 


[dcSVf J i . I K-J ■’ 1 , "I IdCwt 
MINISTRY OJ : CXI LKIJAL AM 7' 
NEW DELI II 



This is with reference to the DNA testing of remains .said to be of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 


2. We have been informed by our Ambassador, in Tokyo that Rev. 
Moehizuki, flic Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, in Tokyo, where the 
above remains are kept, has informed him that even though lie has some 
reservations Irom Lhe spiritual angle, he has no objection to a DNA test 
being conducted on the mortal remains ill his custody. If Lhe DNA test f 

% confirm the i cumins to be those of Nctaji, he would be willing to hand over j ^ 

to India the casket conf aiuirtV the ashes, but lie would also like to keep a* 
poi Lion of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3. The Justice Mukherjco Commission of Inquiry may kindly consider 
die oiler of Rev. Moehizuki abovcSlf it is decided to conduc t the DMA test, 
a formal inquest will have to be made to the Head Priest. Once a decision 
has been matte by the Commission, this Ministry would be happy to 
discuss the further steps that need .to be taken. The External Affairs 
Minister has conveyed iiis willingness to meet with the Chairman of Lhe 
Commission once Lhe decision has been takeiV. 



Shri Prauyot Kumar Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

■Jiifilico klukkeijee Commission of Inquiry, 

B Block (3‘ d floor), Il/A Mirxa Glialib Street, 
Kolkala - 700037. 
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I’mtiyot Kumar Scnyupla , 
pm in "r I't iadpitl .Scmlm v 
hi Mu- (Nu vrnnu'nt tif \\Y'S< 

J'l'CI etu I V 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

I or inquiry into, the alleged disappearance of 

NeAiji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of I ionic Adairs 


fS. : OM-2252-3835, 2V0S/0S 
i\tx : u33-27$'2-:i7(>S 
e-mail : 

jmcm:,cb(uJc;iIJ.v.siiI,iicl.iii 


‘O' Block (3'° floor), 11/A Miiza Chnlib Sited, Kol kata- 7 00007 

U.U. No. JMC1/EO/2Q02-03/83(1U)IS6 
Dear 

House icier to your d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Xl > dated May 31, 2004 

regarding DNA test uT the mortal remains said to be of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
kept in the Renkoji Temple of Tokyo. 

I am directed to say that the Commission has already decided to conduct DNA 
test of the aloresaid modal remains kept in the Renkoji Temple of Tokyo and to request 
> on Jo take Anther necessary action in the matter. 

I am Anther directed to say that (lie Commission has no objection to the 
stipulation mentioned in die second sentence ofthe Jlrsl para of your above-quoted letter. 

An early reply regarding further progress in the matter will be appreciated. 



- With 




Yours 



(1UC Scngupta) 
Secretary 


Sii l.J). Relic 
Piece tor (CN V) 

•Ministry of external Allairs, 
( Inver linient of India, 

Sonsh Block. 

New Pelhi I 10 UU1 
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I’: ndycd lumxar Scngnpi;* * 
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J nst u v Muklurtjce Commission o T J * U|U ii y 

lor inquiry into the alleged dr&ippeiuaiiee of 

Nekiji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the GovL of 

India, i\ linisl!y uf 1 Ionic Ai lairs 

13' Die# (3"' DoqO.I I/A Muza Ghnlib Sired, Kulkala-700007 


fS : 

t’lix : Oj;n2232At76S 
e-mail ' 

j me i n n eal | ,yMit net in 


I)*O.Nu.JMCJ/I:0/2002-2003/83(IlIJ/269 


Gear 



November 09,2004 



I iun deeded to ieqned you to kindly icier to your letter Ho, 25/4/HGO-Xtl dated 31 May, 2004 
regarding DMA test of the alleged ashes of Nctajl Subhas Chandia Bose kept in the Kuikuji Temple and 
also to m)' iUk lei hr No. JMCI/!.:0/2002-03/«3(Hiy8<; dated June 17, 2004 in reply to your Idler. 


Dcuvim; juur attention to (he thiul f irti a of your above-quoted letter daled 3 lJ May, 20EM, l am 
directed to request you to let the Commission know whether any formal request wan made to the Hurd 
Piiesi of the temple am!, if so, the rc.su 1 1 of dial request. In my d„o, Idler Mo. 83(lf[)/86 dated i t h June, 
2004 I inlbimcd you that the Commission had no objection to the stipulation mentioned in the Second 
sentence of tire lust pat a of your above-quoted letter dated 31 May, 2004. 'fill now nu reply to my d.o. 
letter dated 1 / lh June, 2001 has been received. 

i 

/ 

Meanwhile, die photogiaplis uf (he alleged ashen, as received bom the Indian binbansy in Japan, 
were shown to Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB at Hyderabad, 1 am directed to send herewith a copy of 
his letter No^CCMB/LS dated November 3, 2004 addressed to the Uoifble Chaiirmm of die Commission 
in which lie has expressed bis opinion about the feasibility or otherwise of the DMA test ul die alleged 
ashes. 


Inviting your notice to the third para of the letter of Dr. Lalji Singh, I would request you tu kindly 
intimate the Commission whether the Chiel Priest ol the Renkoji i uni pie would accede to a request to 
allow a competent person to be deputed by die Commission ho sort out fhrg p Uenlkdls gfyss ch^nA jgc \ 
of hones' hem the casket containing the alleged ashes for the purpose of ascertaining whcthei DMA may ue 
exit acted Item such pieces of bones. 


Page -2 


i'mlliei atliim wilt be lal.ai by die Commission after raxiviryvour 1 ' ? ! 



Will) i (J 


Yum 



) 


line: A$ ahovo 


( DK. fjeiif’,uj)fa} 
bl eel el. u y 


Mr. DUiv'iIic 
Direi lor (t 'N V) 

Minis!!)' nl li,\!em:ti Afiniis, (.M.-ve: mneitl *j!" 
Smiih Block. 

New Delhi I 10 001 


AKtXNfeJ N lCI/UO/20U2-2003/83(iii)/26‘J/l November i K 2004 



New Dellii-I tilUOt lor information and nccessai y action. Copy of the Idl lcr NO CCM1DLS 0; 
November, 200-1 of’ Dr. ! alji Sini;!), Dir eel or, CCMD is enclosed. 


(I’.JK. yaiuitpia) 
Secretary 



1 no: As above 
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Dr. Lalji Singh 
Director 


No. uccmo;ls 

November 3, 2004 


Slid Justice i.i K Muldieijoc 

! Ill} i Ipn't'k: Chuifimm 

Juslii o Mukhetjee Commission of Inquiry 


hulk:’!n 700 027 



Dour SI it i Mukhoijeo, 


Shd !’ K Reugupla, Sociolmy, Justice Mufdiorjee Commission of Inquiry for inquiry into tho 
n'loyed liisoppeauineu of Notaji Subhas Chandra Dose eymo lo CCMLl, Hydumbud on 2" ,s 
November 2004 at 10:00 pm. f la came to tho laboratory on 3“* November at 10:30 am and a 
meeting was hold with tho Director, COMB, Dr Lalji Singh and the Scientist- in-charge of the 
v Ancient DNA I agility, Di 1 K I hamjaraj. 


ihe photographs oi the ashes supposed to bo that of Notaji Subhas Chandra Boso weie 
cmefeliy looked at. ( : iotn tho photographs, it appears that the bones are completely burnt 
lv;«v ; ng veiy little hope for tiic survival of DNA. However, on the examination of plates 4 and 
0, it appeeis that thoic may bo some per liens of tooth and jaw bones relatively less charred 
sampan'd to the oilier bones. Attempts could be mode to bring those pieces of bones, which 
an.' relatively loss chaired lo isolate DNA and to establish the identity of the deceased. 


I ho Ancient DNA Facility at CCMB, which has been sot-up with the funding support of Ihe 
i Ynnitment of Biotechnology (DOT) and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
is fully lunelienul. It is advisable that a scientist, specifically molecular biologist, could be 
requested to suit out the potentially less charred pieces of bones frem a place of its storage 
in Japan to bring it to India. Those selected pieces couid be sealed in a plastic bag and 
hi ought to India at room temperature. It is not required to store the pieces of bones in ice or 
dry ten container. Wo nio rclaining tho photographs brought by Slid Scngupla for our 
to colds. 
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